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There are three japanese major programs at Eastern Michigan University: 
japanese Language and Culture, japanese Language and International Trade and 
japanese K-12 Certification. All of the majors are required to study abroad in japan 
for at least a semester. The goal of this study is to investigate the effects of study 
abroad on those college students and the ways in which they change. The content of 
the study includes but is not limited to the student's language development, cultural 
awareness, satisfaction of the current study abroad program, and self-development. 
It is hypothesized that students who participate in study abroad will not only 
improve their proficiency-level while in japan but also change as a person with 
wider perspectives of the world. By participating in study abroad it is also 
hypothesized that students will mature personally. It will be evidenced by their 
responses to the questions in the interview. This maturity will be accelerated due to 
the fact that they are forced to live independently and through this they will also 
develop leadership skills being a foreigner who stands out. Having finished the 
interviews the results will be analyzed and measured both quantitatively and 
qualitatively. 
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feeling. I wanted to learn. Languages are so tied to culture. I don't 
how to say this in Japanese. I just wanted to learn how they are mixed 
and where they are coming from. If I ever want to teach Japanese people, 
even in America, i need to know them, their culture. 
A language is a different way of thinking. Going to Japan were there any 
differences in your expectations? 
I don't know if there were any expectations that weren't met. I enjoyed 
it. It was just hard to adapt. 
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How was it hard? 
It was overwhelming. Oh, I want to eat a certain food, but you can't 
find it anywhere. And you know, its like little things. The biggest 
thing for me was food. 
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~? "Z'T~'. Well, what things met your expectations then? 
Well, at least in the town I lived in, the people were friendly, and 
that really met my expectations because I had heard Japanese people were 
very friendly, especially in a rural setting. In cities, I think most 
people are cold, in any city that you go to they all have their own 
agendas. But in the small cities, like Higashikurume where I lived. 
That's still relatively in Tokyo, 1n a city area. If you would talk to 
anybody else, they would say that is the city. 
I mean, that was about as rural as I got. I wont to Nagano and that was 
pretty rural, but in Higashikurume if I stopped anyone they would turn 
right around and take me to where I needed to go. It was very nice. 
Did you feel that that was, sort of in my opinion very surface. They 
were just trying to 
To me, surface would just be pointing and saying, "it's over there." 
But to have someone stop and take you to the building you needed to go 
to, especially if they are obviously going the other direction. I mean, 
that really, it happened once, but it was very nice. 
Of course, it stays with you. You don't forget that. 
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• Carthadge~Thanksgiving-c'My house(C-'::lkc~t~. I picked her up at the 
train station in Chicago. She was spending the break in Chicago. Even 
those in Japan, I keep friends in Japan. Some friends here we don't talk 
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much anymore. And other friends we just picked up where we left off and 
it just shows you what kind of friends are your real friends. In Japan 
some friends understood what kind of relationship it was going to be and 
what kind of work you need to put in to keep the relationship going, I 
am still friends with today. And a lot of friends I had in America 
before I went, you learn who are your closer friends. 
My only thing that I noticed when I went to Japan was, hm, I think it 
might have been a personal problem. I don't know. I found Japanese 
relationship to be, kind of, like they would give me their phone number 
and nothing would come out of it. 
That would happen with me too. 
But there were a few friends that I made in Japan, maybe they were more 
they liked international students. It really depends on their 
personality. 
Oh, of course. Everyone is different. 
My friend Aya, was in my dorm. She is my little sister's age. We got to 
be really good friends. She even came to visit here. We still stay in 
contact. And then, I was friends with this Japanese girl, but she was 
really busy. She used to live in America and wanted to live here so 
badly. She wants to study abroad here, but her parents won't let her 
because she already lived here. They want her to be Japanese. Friends 
like that I am fine with, of course Eri Matsumoto we still talk. But 
other than that, making newer Japanese friends, a lot of us we didn't 
hang out all the time. 
All right. Coming back to America, did you feel that you yourself 
changed a lot? And if so, how did you change? 
I wanted to walk everywhere more. I was stuck with my car. Parking is 
such a pain, I wanted things closer together. I found myself going out 
of my way to walk everywhere more, even if it was far. 
To almost Japanize your world a bit. 
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It was n1ce to walk to the grocery store whenever you wanted. I missed 
that so much. So I walked the 3 blocks to Meijer but then again buying 
American food and having it be farther away. 
And you tend to buy a bigger amount at an American store so you have to 
lug all that back. 
Well, I brought a backpack with me and even then it wasn't enough, 
necessarily so I like ... It just wasn't the same. I guess I like grocery 
shopping in Japan where I buy what I want for the next two days and I go 
often to the grocery store as opposed to once a week and I like having 
fresher foods in smaller amounts. Urn, I guess it's also because you have 
a variety, instead of what you are stuck with for the whole week. I also 
found myself, trying to be more adventurous, I guess. Going to another 
country it takes a lot of guts and then you realize like, wow, I can do 
all of these things and I wanna get out there and do stuff, so I had a 
lot of energy when I came back. 
Really? You had a lot of energy? 
Yeah, I just wanted to do everything. 
See, I am still in this awful funk right now where I have little 
motivation, things like that. I feel like Japan almost burnt me out and 
I came back home and I'm just ugh, and then I am working on top of that, 
I think it's just different for everyone. 
But for me when I came back, there was so much that I wanted to do. 
Probably because my experience was a little different, I got stuck. 
Yes, do you mind explaining that? 
I was studying abroad at Tokyo Gakugei and I was supposed to be there 
for a full year, two semesters. And in between semesters, I came home 
for a doctor's appointment. It was a stipulation of being able to go. 
And on top of that, my birthday was the month and my boyfriend wanted to 
see me, so everything just fell into place. Perfect timing. So I was 
going to be home for the month of March and go back at the end of March. 
And then the earthquake happened on the eleventh, my tenth day home and 
I could not return. And it was a big let down. I felt like my time 
definitely wasn't finished, I was really worried about my friends and I 
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was kind of bummed out because I didn't have any opportunities to like 
study on campus. For one, I didn't have a car at the time. My car had 
broke like the month before I left for Japan and I didn't replace it, so 
I couldn't commute back and forth to campus all the time and there 
weren't really many people wanting to meet and stuff to study. It just 
would've been really hard to coordinate. And so I just worked all the 
time when I came back to save money for a car. 
All right, now to go back before you studied abroad was there anything 
you wanted EMU to do for studying abroad? That you thought that they 
should've done for you before you left so you would be better prepared? 
Definitely they could've told me where I was staying. I didn't know. I 
had barely any information when I went, because I was like the 3'' 
person to ever go to Tokyo Gakugei. I couldn't tell my parents where I 
was staying. I couldn't tell them who was picking me up, none of that 
was communicated to me, so my parents were very worried. 
that information. That would've been nice. Like, a time 
So, I wanted 
schedule 
before I went would be nice, as opposed to getting there and having them 
tell me in Japanese what was going on, after the flight and being really 
scared and nervous and tired. A schedule in advance for me to look over 
would've been nice. 
OK, and then once you were there, was there anything you wish EMU or 
that TGU would've done for you? 
Well, as for me, I thought they did a really great job at TGU when they 
had the students, like they told us what time to meet up and they were 
going to walk us around, help us do all of these things, help us fill 
out our paper work. And I really liked that, I appreciated that. I 
thought that was great. I didn't really have any major concerns with 
anything. It was really just the preparations in advance before going 
there that I was worried about. 
You felt you got off to a rough start? I felt the same thing, because 
when I went over there, I didn' t know what classes I could take. 
I didn't know. I just felt really unprepared when I got there. Kind of 
confused. Because when you get there, there is just so much running 
through your mind, it's hard to focus. People would ask me questions 
before I went and I would have no answer because Eastern didn't tell me 
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anything. I don't know if it was Eastern or bad communication between 
TGU or what not, but I didn't know. I didn't know how much things would 
cost. I wanted like a cost breakdown, I wanted to know what classes 
would be available, I wanted to know where I would be staying, what the 
time line was and I was really worried about that. Like I know that 
when I went my dad called the university multiple times to try and 
figure out what was going on just because I had been gone two days with 
no word and then when I got there, the big thing was I had no internet 
or any way to contact home to say that I had got there. 
Yes, I remember that. You have to get an Internet contract and 
everything. 
And that took about a month to set up and everything, so my parents were 
really worried because I couldn't contact them in any way whatsoever. 
Like I didn't have a phone, anything. So I guess maybe having a way to 
set that up, like shoot a quick email to my parents would've been n1ce. 
All right, and then after your study abroad was there anything, I know 
that yours was ended abruptly and you a special 
anything you wish Eastern would've done for you 
case, but is there 
after studying abroad? 
Like something maybe not just for you, but for other students as well. 
I mean, I volunteered when I got back because I wanted to help other 
students. I worked with Anne Barthel while she was here because I felt 
like there was so much Eastern could've done. So I volunteered a lot 
and she had me work on a handbook and talk to other students. I think I 
spoke to you before you left. But I was working that whole summer and 
really busy with jobs, so I was completely overwhelmed when the semester 
started back up again at Eastern. My Japanese was so horrible, because I 
forgot it all from working and not keeping up on it, so I was like 
completely stressed out my first semester back. So maybe, I mean for 
most students that are coming back right before the semester starts, 
they would be OK, but I had a huge break, so something to help with my 
Japanese would've been nice. Just something to keep up on it. It was 
hard. But, for me I am a special circumstance. Maybe some more student 
involvement of those who have already studied abroad, or more 
opportunities to volunteer. 
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Definitely. Now we already touched on this earlier, but your 
relationship with the people over at TGU went totally fine? You had no 
problems with them whatsoever? 
Oh yes, you know Arisawa-san was the director of the ISEP program while 
I was over there and she was great. I didn't have any problems with any 
of them. The only thing was I was late to my Japanese class often, 
because HKM was rather far, so I thought they saw me as the typical 
American being late all the time. 
No, I remember HKM being far; I didn't live there personally, but I 
remember all of the other students that were there. I would commute to 
class everyday, 
One guy rode his bike. 
I knew some who did that, but I didn't want to because I didn't want to 
be all sweaty and panting all through my first hour of Japanese. 
Now, before you studied abroad, if you would've been able to use things 
like Skype to talk with the heads of TGU and see the classroom and stuff 
like that, do you feel that your experience would've changed at all? 
Well, yea maybe because I would've already seen it and it would've been 
as new to me. 
Do you think it would've made your experience better? 
I don't know about better but maybe more comfortable in a way, shortened 
my adjustment period. 
Maybe not just the classroom, per say, but just talking with the people 
over there? 
Yes, I feel like it would've made my adjustment period a bit shorter. 
And they could've given you more information, because they're right 
there. 
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So then I could've known what just to expect a little. Everything is 
just so new when you go over there; you're a little overwhelmed, so any 
little bit would've been nice. 
OK, and while you were over there, I know I for one felt very anxious 
and worry while I was over there. Just random worries. I mean, it 
wasn't really about Japan, like Japanese people and things like that, 
outside forces. I felt that it was more internal. About my own ability. 
Did.you feel that yourself? 
Definitely, I was really nervous. I was over-judging myself; I always 
kind of do that. It is a lot of internal struggle, because a lot of 
times you are alone. You don't know a lot of people. 
You were the only person who went, weren't you? 
I was the only one from my university, so you don't have anyone to like 
vent to. Everyone else around you is completely new. 
Did you have any other Americans while you were over there? 
They were from the University of Hawaii. 
Oh, so they already probably spoke some Japanese. 
One of the girls was very good, she had a lot of Japanese friends in 
Hawaii and everything, so she was great. Urn, and the other girl was very 
shy and she was kind of a shut-in, so those were the two Americans. Kind 
of extremes. And then a third was, I don't know different. Like a 
hippie? 
So what do you feel caused your anxiety and your worry? 
I feel like it was being alone and not having anyone familiar to talk 
to, if I am having like the slightest concern, I feel comfortable if I 
have someone familiar to talk to. As opposed to being alone, where 
you're just left in your own mind to think about it. So a lot of my 
worries were just me being by myself. You get used to it and build 
friendships while you're there and that's nice, but it takes time, so at 
first you have a lot of anxiety. Also, it's a lack of comfort and 
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different sleep schedule, I think. All of that affects your anxiety. 
You know, trying to adjust to all of that. 
How long do you think it took you to adjust? 
Actually my sleep schedule when I first got to Japan, I really liked it 
because I would wake up early. But then over time I ended up adjusting 
and sleeping in and getting tired, so actually in the beginning was 
perfect. 
Alright. So after studying abroad do you feel that your Japanese has 
gotten better? 
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lot of it. And while I was there I found myself saying a lot more 
little things that I don't say now that I probably have even forgotten. 
Just little phrases and words that I would use with friends that were 
common there that I know that I have just completely forgotten them and 
now if people say them, I am like, "Hey, that sounds familiar," 
but I guess I wasn't there long enough to really instill it in my mind. 
Yes, I understand. I know what you mean. But out of all these things, 
reading, writing, speaking, listening what do you think got the best? 
I think probably my listening. Because a lot of the times while I was 
in Japan, even if I wasn't speaking I was listening. I was trying to 
absorb it, trying to get used to it, so definitely my listening. My 
speaking not so much, because I was still afraid to speak and I felt 
like that would have gotten better the longer I was there. 
What about reading and writing? 
Not so much writing, maybe a little bit, but my reading is better. My 
reading is definitely better. 
Was that through TGU or just through being in Japan? 
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It might've been through TGU because we did a lot of Kanji work and so a 
lot of it became more familiar to me. I didn't do well in the Kanji 
class because of my messed up schedule. 
What level were you in at TGU? 
I was in level 4, but the Kanji class was twice a week, but it was after 
my normal Japanese class because I had Japanese like everyday. But one 
of the days was at the same time as the mandatory ISEP class, so I 
couldn't make it. And when we wanted to study we would try and do it at 
the kitchen table in the common room of the dorm because that's where 
Americans study normally, but there was no central heating at HI~, so we 
were freezing trying to study in there, but it ended up not working out. 
You said listening and reading got better. I have a question here asking 
how did you improve those things? 
Just being in the environment. My reading definitely improved because 
everything I was given was in Japanese and I had to read it. So I would 
just look at it, and try to translate some things and try to read what I 
could. Little pamphlets in the trains and what not. I feel that that's 
part of the study abroad experience. Also in class we did a lot of 
reading. We used the :7;-lvfJ:(f) !3 :;$:~'8' textbook. One of them was all in 
Japanese and the other was all in English giving explanations. So the 
textbook we used in class was in Japanese and then we had our English 
book to go with it. Everyone in the class had their textbook in their 
own language to go with it to help explain the grammar and what not. 
Perfect. This will be the last question. After coming back to EMU, how 
are you trying to maintain your Japanese? 
I try to use a lot of Facebook with friends in Japanese, especially my 
friend Aya, because she was studying abroad here, so we were on the same 
time schedule almost. We would Skype a lot. I don't do as much speaking, 
I try to stay away from that. It's kind of like a personal thing, I 
just try not to speak. 
But you're very articulate In English. 
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Well, I love speaking in English. And I think that's my biggest problem 
is that in Japanese I know I am not, so I don't. 
Well, if you don't, then you're never going to Improve. 
Well, that' s why being in Japan helps more so, at least I am in the 
environment where it's OK to speak Japanese which is why I am doing JET. 
But being here, I at least try typing in Japanese when I can to my 
friends, even those who I didn't speak to much while I was in Japan, on 
Facebook I will try to communicate to them in Japanese if they message 
me or something, I message them in Japanese. Which is nice because they 
stay speaking in Japanese for me, even though sometimes they would try 
to speak in English, at least in writing they do so in Japanese, so that 
helps me. For a while I was trying to write notes and letters with my 
boyfriend everyday. 
That's what I did with my friend In high school. That's how we learned 
Japanese through giving notes to each other. 
That's what I tried to do, but it just fizzles out. 
Alright, thank you very much. 
Thank you. 
$~2&3 
Alright, #1, how old are you? 
I'm twenty. 
Alright, what year are you? 
I'm fourth year. 
What' s your major? 
I'm double majoring In Japanese Language and Culture and Apparel and 
Textile Merchandising. 
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OK, and your minor? 
Don' t have one. 
OK, and what Japanese classes have you taken? 
All of them, besides the senior seminar? 
OK, so you started right from the 100 level? 
Well, I skipped the 100 level courses. I started in 200. 
And what was your motivation, what made you study Japanese? 
Urn, kind of the joy I got from it. 
And what was that? 
In terms of, well, I really like Japanese music and tv and stuff. So as 
I studied more, I could understand more and that was probably my 
motivation for learning more. 
#2, how old are you? 
I am 23. 
And what year are you? 
I am just barely starting my 6'h year. 
What IS your major? 
Double major Japanese Language and Culture and English Literature. 
OK, no minor then? 
No minor. 
And what Japanese language classes have you taken then? 
I have taken every single class for the undergraduate level. 
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OK, and what made you want to study Japanese? 
I didn't know what major I wanted when I came here and they had Japanese 
classes here. I really liked Japanese music in middle school and high 
school; that's why I started it and then I enjoyed it a lot. 
So you studied before you got into college then? 
I didn't actually really study before college; I don't know. I mean, I 
listened to Japanese music, so if you want to count that as studying. 
So in the future with Japanese what do you both plan on doing? I can go 
with either one of you, with #1 or #2. 
I think I am probably going to do something more in the fashion field, 
with like my fashion major and then kind of use Japanese somehow. Maybe 
be a fashion buyer or someone who translates for fashion buyers or 
something like that. 
Alright, and #2? 
I definitely want to teach English for a couple years. That's just 
something I have always wanted to do. But after that I want to get a job 
in higher education student affairs somewhere with high school students 
and/or college students. 
In Japan or America? 
It would be really cool to do something with international admissions or 
something like that. For international students. 
OK, and both of you went to the same university. How long did you go 
for? 
We were there for seven months. 
From August to March. 
You had the same situation as that one girl did, then? 
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Yes. 
And where did you go? 
We went to Kansai Gaidai. 
And is there any differentiation between students at KGD if you're an 
exchange student? Because at TGU you were either an ISEP student which 
means you don't speak much Japanese and they have English classes and 
intensive Japanese classes or you're a~~~~' where you're basically 
just a general student. 
I mean, sort of. You're basically just an international student, so you 
would take definitely at least a speaking class; you would be placed 
into a certain level. You didn't have to take a reading and writing 
class if you didn' t want to, but they offered those for each level too. 
And you had to take electives which were generally in English, but if 
you were in the top level, you could do classes that the Japanese 
students would take in Japanese. 
OK, and how many levels were there then? 
From one to seven, seven being the highest. 
And what did you both place into? 
First semester, four. Second, five. 
Before you went to Japan, what kind of things did you expect? What were 
you hoping for? What were you wishing for? Was it your first time? It 
wasn't #1' s first time. 
Yeah, it was my first time. (#2) I don't know. I didn't have too many 
expectations necessarily. I wanted to go in with an open mind, so I 
didn't have this idealized picture of what Japan would be like. And 
then if you get there and it doesn't live up to that expectation, you 
could have a worse time with your experience, I feel. I don't know. Just 
the normal stereotypical kind of stuff. Crowded buses and trains. 
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Not so much physical things. Well, obviously physical expectations. But 
what were you expecting when it came to personal relationships? 
Anything? 
I was expecting to make more friends. Know people, not just Japanese 
people, but people from all around the world. That kind of experience. 
Definitely improve my speaking. 
And then once you were in Japan, did the things you expected and reality 
coincide or were they completely different? 
Slightly. 
Alright. Ill? 
What I was going to say as for my expectations when it came to meeting 
people and stuff, I planned on having Japanese friends. And this sounds 
really weird, but I kind of prepared for making Japanese friends in a 
way. 
You felt like you deserved to make Japanese friends? 
No, no no. Not like that. 
Like you had made Japanese friends before and you thought it would be 
easy? 
No, I would kind of work on my colloquial Japanese. And read the news 
and learn what people were talking about and what was popular. 
So you could be ready before you went over. And then it didn't work out 
that way? 
No, it kind of worked the same way. I made friends and they were talking 
about what I would expect them to. 
Did you make mostly Japanese friends or a mix? 
It was a mix. Because I lived where I lived, in the international 
student dorm, there was mostly international students and maybe 8 to 12 
Japanese students. I was really close with one of them and would go 
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everywhere with her, but other times when we would go out, we would go 
with a group of maybe 4 or 5 people from my dorm. 
(towards #2) Were you part of that group then? 
No, actually I was in a different group. I made more international 
friends. Not to say that I didn't make a lot of Japanese friends. I 
felt that it was a lot easier to make international friends than 
Japanese friends because ... 
You didn't have a language barrier? 
Well, that too, 
made it easier. 
Japanese people. 
but mostly because you were in class with them, so that 
My seminar house was smaller than #1' s, so we had less 
Oh, you were in a different dorm? 
Our was what, a third of yours? 
(#1) Something like that, yeah. 
And what determined that? Was it basically random? 
You could choose which one you wanted. Like it gave a description of how 
many people and what not. 
(#2) because friends that I had that went to Gaidai before said they 
lived there and they really enjoyed it, so that's why I picked that 
place. 
Now I know Gaidai offers a homestay program, right? 
Yeah. 
What made you both choose the dorm instead of the homestay program? 
(#1) For me the kind of experience that I wanted to have in Japan I 
didn't think I would be able to have in a homestay. 
Why is that? 
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For one homestay is kind of random; you don't know what kind of family 
you are going to get. 
Have you ever homestayed before? 
Yes, I did my first time in Japan, but I've heard that in homestays they 
can expect you to be home at a certain time and plan activities for you 
to do. You find yourself with a lot of downtime in the house. 
But then at the same time, you are probably learning a lot of Japanese. 
You're probably learning a lot more Japanese and using a lot more often, 
but I guess like I said it was different from the experience that I 
wanted, different from what a homestay could offer me. 
And was that the same for you, #2? 
Sort of the same. I heard that they could have really early curfews 
depending on the family and I mean, there's definitely a lot of benefits 
to that but I didn't necessarily want to benefit more on language 
learning, because you can do that, well up to a certain point, but you 
can do that anywhere. It's the cultural things and like, getting out 
into Japan, those are the kinds of things you can't get. 
Well, I feel that they are two different things, because you could have 
a host family that takes you out. I had a German friend who had a very 
nice host family and she went all around Japan and they are still 
wonderful friends. I think it is just luck in the end. 
(#l) I guess what I am saying is that because I am more interested in 
like kind of the pop culture aspect. And then if you get a homestay, and 
you have a host mom and dad that are like 60 years old and they say, 
"Hey let' s go to this calligraphy class" I would say, "thanks, but I 
want to go shopping." And so the way it worked at Gaidai was I made a 
lot of friends who were my age and took me out to do things that they 
would do, so I was experiencing culture from more of the youth 
perspective. 
Did you feel being gay did anything while you were in Japan? 
I feel that that could've played into how much girls liked me. 
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They liked you a lot then? 
Yeah, they thought, 
mean? But I don't it 
"oh, how cute; how different." 
had a ton to do with it. 
You know what I 
I was at TGU and someone was asking about a text in my phone "who is 
it, who is it?" and I finally said, "it's a guy and I am dating him" 
and they just flipped out, looked away and didn't talk to me for a 
while. It took like two weeks before they started talking with me 
again. You didn't experience anything like that? 
Nothing 1 ike that. 
Ok, alright. I guess that it was just that one instance possibly. 
Maybe because we were in Osaka, I don't know. 
American and Japanese friend relationships, did you notice any 
differences between them? What, having gone to Japan and making Japanese 
friends did you notice anything different? Like your friends at home and 
your friends in Japan? 
There were only a few instances where any differences came out. There 
was one really specific situation. We went to Nara with a mix of 
American friends and Japanese friends and it got around to like getting 
food and stuff and one of our friends was really sick, her stomach was 
hurting her really bad and stuff. 
American friend, right? 
Yes, my an American friend. And we stopped at this one place and were 
like, "oh, how about this?" and she said that she didn't think she 
could eat there, her stomach wouldn't be able to handle that. "Can we 
pick somewhere else?" We were all fine with it. I was hanging out at 
the back of the group and one of the Japanese girls said that she 
should've just went in there anyways; the group wanted to go there. She 
should've just sacrificed what she wanted because most of the group 
wanted to go. It was weird. I can understand why you would think that, 
but at the same time. . . That was only one difference. 
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Did you notice anything different, #1? 
Like not even specific differences. Like personally, I felt, and I think 
it was mostly my own problems with just being me, I guess. I felt that 
Japanese relationships were way too shallow and things like that. 
And then even coming home, I still feel this. I think that it's just 
anywhere I go, so I am still looking for an answer for that, but in 
terms of American/Jap?nese relationships how would you compare them? 
(#1) The way I put it, I think I personally have shallow relationships 
either way. My relationships in Japan may have been shallow, but I kind 
of think some of my American ones are too. Like I have some friends 
that we have fun and hang out all the time, but that's kind of the basis 
of the relationship and there were friends who were like that. So I had 
Japanese friends that I would go out with and I would have those who I 
would talk about my family with. And this is kind of the same way 1n 
America. So I think it depends more on the person than on the 
nationality of the person. 
Alright, this next question may be very broad to you. Having come home 
from Japan, do you feel that you've changed? I think I am looking for 
more things that have changed internally. What is different with you 
now? 
(#2)I feel like I have definitely come out of my shell a little bit 
more. Like in high school I was really quiet and would follow whatever 
the group was doing, but now I'll take charge of a situation if I have 
to. I don't know if that is all because of Japan, but it definitely 
came out more after I got back. 
So it strengthened it, if anything? 
Definitely. 
Alright, in what way? 
Like right before I left for Japan I got hired in to do do tours for 
Eastern. So you're basically leading a group. Well, actually I got 
hired in for Fast Track first. So you take a group of what would be 
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freshmen next year and take them around, g1v1ng them tons of information 
about EMU. And I was kind of a little bit more timid, leader-wise, but 
after I came back, I became more involved with the job, I felt more 
personally responsible for my job. I took charge a little bit more, 
especially those coming into Eastern that year, making sure they knew 
what they were doing, taking care of them, I guess. Sort of like a 
1G~/~~ relationship, I guess? 
And for you, #1? 
For me, I would say I have become more aware of myself, if that makes 
sense. I think it partially has to do with dorm I was living in having 
so many people. I mean, you're moving into a dorm where you don't know 
anybody and there are around 90 to 100 people, so you get to know about 
yourself and what you are capable of and being in a foreign country by 
yourself kind of has to do with that. I was really young at the time 
when I went; I was 19, well, 18 turning 19, so there was a lot of 
growing up happening while I was there and because I was growing up 
while I was on my own, it was like kind of a double whammy in terms of 
things. 
So do you feel that interaction was a big part of go1ng over there? You 
didn't obviously interact the same way you did in America as you did in 
Japan. And then coming back, you kind of had both country's ways of 
interacting with people? 
(#l)Yeah, well for me, I definitely agree. Because there is kind of a 
different set of expectations, I guess, with Japanese people and 
different skills that you learn to adjust to it. So you come back here 
and are able to adapt to any kind of situation. 
(#2) I completely agree. 
(#1) And you can kind of think of things that the normal American 
wouldn't think. Like as an example, let's say you have an obstacle in 
front of you. You just kind of keep going until you like push through 
it. Where like, maybe being in Japan, I can try and go around or go 
under, so it's kind of like that mindset strengthened, I'd say. 
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Now, with EMU's program, do you feel that there should've been anything 
before you went for you? To have a better experience, like, if this 
had've been there, I would've had a better experience. 
(#2) Comparatively to other universities, I know they are changing the 
program now, so what I went through with the lower levels isn't what the 
lower levels are experiencing right now, but they go a lot slower, 
especially with like the Genki books. I mean, I went a year later than 
what they recommended for the program so I had a little more preparation 
than say a student who went during the year that they were supposed to. 
I am actually talking about the study abroad office, not the Japanese 
program. Like communication or orientations or what not. 
Well, we didn't know too much about the fees that we had to pay for once 
we got there. 
(#1) But I don't think that 1s Eastern; I think that could be just a 
Kansai Gaidai thing. 
(Zack) Shouldn't you know about those things? 
(#2) Because I asked other people who went to Kansai before and they ran 
into the same problem. 
Because the way I was told, everything was already covered, but then 
there were like deposits on the dorm and stuff that you had to pay when 
you got there. I mean, Gaidai was already set up for those situations; 
they would give you a loan until you got your stipend to pay it back and 
everything. 
(Zack) But at the same time, you wish you would've known? 
(#2)Yeah. 
And while you were there was there anything you with EMU or Gaidai 
would've given you? 
(#2) Let us finish. 
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(Zack) Well, that aside, any communication with Eastern that you 
might've wanted? Anything that you wanted while studying abroad? If 
not, that' s perfectly understandable. I, personally, didn' t need much 
while I was there 
(#1) I mean, I kind of feel the same way. I didn't need that much, but 
when I did need something, say I shot them an email or something, they 
were good about responding. When I did need anything answered, yea. 
And then after studying abroad, I know yours was cut short, but was 
there anything you wished EMU's 
program would've done for you? 
(#1) Ours is a really terrible case to ask, but imagining that things 
went differently, even now this semester there are things in place that 
were there, as compared to when we were there to try and deal with the 
returning student because they are kind of ignored at Eastern. And after 
you study abroad, that's really it, but after you study abroad you grow 
so much as a person and there is so much that you want to let out 
becau~e you ju~l went through such a big life experience and I think 
that Eastern kind of ignores that. And they have been doing better this 
semester with things in place. 
Such as? 
(#1) Well, there was the thing that the study abroad coordinator, as of 
this summer, and me and her were working on a program where we would 
link the returning students to incoming students where they studied 
abroad in. It was kind of experimental this year. 
Zack I think it is a good idea, but it's just hard to keep communication 
between people. 
(#1)- Like it would've gone better, but she left. So, now it is just me. 
And with her we had the pull to have things done by the advisors, like 
hey, we need to make an event. So we were going to try and have weekly 
events or even monthly events to meet with your partner, like an ice 
cream social or bowling to kind of let off that passion. And then you 
got to speak in the language you are studying, all kinds of things. 
Zack- #2, did you notice anything coming back? 
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112- Pretty much what Ill said. You are pretty much, I wouldn't say you 
personally, but the returning students as a whole are pretty much 
ignored. 
afterward 
to finish 
I mean, ours was a special case so we had a couple meetings 
about how credits were going to transfer and how we were going 
the semester, but beyond that it wasn't anything. 
Ill- Do they do that normally? 
Zack- They had nothing for me. 
Ill- Because that's what I am thinking they should do, have sort of a 
debriefing meeting. Oh, you did this, you made these credits and 
Zack- Credits haven't transferred over, but I know that from what I 
heard, there are only two people in the study abroad office now. 
Ill- Yeah, they are really held back. 
Zack- Moving on, w<er<e your r<elat.ionships with t.h<e h<eads of Gaidai good 
relationships? Do you feel like you knew them? 
112- I actually had the head of the study abroad program at Gaidai as my 
professor. Professor Shigota. I mean from what I saw she was pretty 
approachable, she was pretty cool, but I personally never had any reason 
to go talk to the head people. If you went into the office, there was 
the office for international students and they had workers in there and 
they always knew what was going on, where to go, what to do, so they 
were really helpful. 
And do you feel that if, before study abroad, you had the option to use 
Skype or whatever to talk with people over at Gaidai, do you feel that 
you would've had a better experience? 
Well, if we did it that way, the information would definitely be first 
hand, straight from them. The way that I did it to feed my curiosity 
was I would go on YouTube and look at videos of people who had gone 
before as they were right there getting off the bus at Gaidai. So by 
using their experiences as information it helped. But yea, if you used 
Skype I feel like there would be nothing to wonder about. 
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#2- I mean, I think we have a really cool opportunity because it is an 
exchange program with the university, so we have students that come 
here, so we don't even really necessarily need to go on Skype, because 
they are already here. We will probably have friends who go over there 
before we go, because that' s what happened when a friend and I went 
over. We stayed with one friend who studied abroad here. We left a 
month early. She lived in Hirakata, so I got to see the lay of the land 
and get used to everything. 
While you were studying abroad, did you feel anxious or worried at all? 
#1- Only time I ever did was when I was feeling sick and that's nothing 
to do with study abroad; it's just me being sick and having not the best 
doctors at the time, but otherwise no. And if I ever did feel maybe 
uneasy or under the weather, there were always people who I could talk 
to or go do something fun because there was always stuff to do. 
#2- Probably just with tests and that's just normal stress. 
Do you feel that your Japanese has gotten better since you've studied 
abroad? 
#2- Speaking wise, no, and that is partly my fault. I probably 
should've spoke more Japanese while I was over there, but listening 
comprehension definitely went way up. Reading, writing, went way up. 
#1- I'd agree for the most part. Like my speaking did get better, 
probably not as good as it should be, because I didn't necessarily take 
the time out to practice as much as I should have and especially since 
how long it's been until now, maybe I was better while I was there and 
not so awesome now, but as a whole the experience did. I guess what it 
did more is took my Japanese to a different level, in terms of book 
Japanese, conversational Japanese because I was speaking to Japanese 
people more often. And maybe I would learn new slang terms and my 
accent got better, so my Japanese got more natural if anything. 
#2- I was going to say, further than that, social cues that you are can 
only pick up when you're speaking. 
#1- you learn a lot that I feel that you have to be there to learn. 
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So you're saying listening got the biggest boost out of all of them? 
#1- I would definitely say that. 
#2- Mhm. 
That's what most people say anyway. And how do you feel that you 
improved those skills? 
#2- Like I said speaking I didn't practice as much as I really should 
have. I did practice it and use it outside of classes. Reading, 
especially with Kanji, I tried to not look at the English if it was 
there. I tried to get used to just reading the Japanese. 
And now coming back from Japan, what are you doing to maintain your 
Japanese now? 
#1- Funny story, I am not doing the best job maintaining it. I Skype 
with friends fairly often about every week or so. And I still listen to 
Japanese music all the time and watch Japanese TV all the time, so I 
guess that is also building on my listening skills, while my speaking is 
not. And I' 11 speak every now and then, but definitely not as much as I 
should. 
#2- Same, except I am adding studying for JLPT level 2 which is taking a 
lot. 
Is there anything else that you want to add? 
#1- I feel that honestly that situation would change anyone, in terms of 
like, especially if you've never been outside of your frame of reference 
before. Let's say I've grown up my whole life in Ypsilanti and then all 
of a sudden you drop me in Japan. I am going to change. Because I have 
to adapt a new skill set to like survive efficiently, so whether that be 
like getting better at language or getting better at people skills, 
learning how to talk to people I don't know, you gain a new skill set 
from being in a new environment whatever that environment is. 
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Zack- I sometimes feel that I changed for the worst having gone to 
Japan. I feel extremely unmotivated and burnt out a lot, stressed a lot 
easier. 
#2 You just came back this year, right? Maybe it's cuz we are looking 
at it from a long term perspective that might just be like that. Very 
severe reverse culture shock. You probably aren't prepared for it. 
What year are you? 
I'm a fifth year. 
How old are you? 
I am twenty two. 
And what is your major? 
Japanese language and culture with a m1nor in communication. 
OK, and what Japanese classes have you taken up until now? 
I have taken every classes at Eastern except for the higher levels. 440 
and another one. 
What was your driving force that made you want to study Japanese? 
I would have to say my sister because she got interested in Japanese but 
I have had Japanese people living in my house since I was two. I have 
had a lot of exposure to the culture and what not. 
Could you tell me a little bit about your sister then because that 1s 
obviously a very important factor? 
She started when she was around 12 years old and had the opportunity to 
go over to Japan on a program called MIFA which is through University of 
Michigan and I think everyone goes to itt~ and she was there for two 
weeks, was really interested and from that point she decided she was 
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going to study Japanese. So then she went to EMU and graduated through 
our program. 
And she is how much older than you? 
Ten years. Really big gap. 
So she was sort of, she kept you under her wing when it came to studying 
Japanese and what not. 
Yeah. 
I see. 
Through Japanese what would you want to do in the future? 
Actually I only just came to this realization recently, but I want to 
work in a university in an office for international students and be like 
an advisor. 
SO for incoming international students? Particularly fro1n Japan, I am 
guessing? 
From Japan or just from anywhere, because I just love international 
students in general. 
Wonderful, so then you want to use your Japanese now at that job? 
I would love to actually work in a Japanese office and then work in an 
American office, so I would have both under my belt. 
Perfect. Where in Japan and how did you study? And who did you go with? 
I studied in Japan technically for 7 months because I had to go home 
because of the earthquake, but I was there for a total of 8 months with 
2 weeks with my sister and 2 weeks with my girlfriend at the time. 
Ok, where did you study? 
JCMU in i'tt~. 
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Alright, and do you know who particularly did you go with? I know you 
all went in a big group over to JCMU, but who did you really go with? 
Actually most of my friends didn't go to JCMU. Most of them went to 
Jt~. I went basically alone. 
I knew maybe one or two of them. 
But good, good friend-wise, you basically went alone? 
Yeah. 
Alright. Before you went to Japan, what kind of things were you 
expecting, were you hoping for? 
A better command of the language. I actually wanted to spend a lot more 
time with my girlfriend. That was actually my main purpose for go1ng 
that time. 
So this was not your first time to Japan? 
No, I went when I was sixteen just for two weeks to visit my sister. 
So how long has you sister lived in Japan now? 
About ten years. She is married and has kids. 
With a Japanese person? 
Yeah. 
Alright, what other things did you expect? 
Actually to make me grow up so I can mature. And actually when I came 
back, I had my parents tell my that I did mature a lot. 
Ok, going to Japan did things you expected and reality coincide or were 
they different? 
Well, I didn' t expect to drink as much as I did. I think everything 
was on track. Everything I expected really happened. At one point I 
felt my Japanese language wasn't as good as I thought it was. 
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We always do. 
But eventually I overcame that. 
Comparing your American relationships and Japanese relationships 
(friend-wise) what would you say changed having gone to Japan? 
Well, I actually met some people who attended Eastern that I had never 
met before and when we came back we had a really strong friendship 
because we had that study abroad experience together, so when I came 
back everything was sort of the same. 
As it was 1n Japan? Or as it was at Eastern? 
As it was at Eastern. So I still had those experiences with everyone 
before. But there was a big gap when I came back from Japan, 
like .... well, I changed. Definitely I changed. So, I started hanging out 
more with Japanese people here and I became more active in our Japanese 
Student Association and now I am vice president, so people feel that I 
am not as social with the friends I had here before studying abroad as I 
am with the people I did study with and the Japanese friends that I 
made. 
So you feel you' ve changed for the better then? More towards, urn, more 
of an inclination towards Japanese relationships as opposed to American 
relationships now having gone to Japan? 
Actually, since that I have had more of an inclination to have 
international relationships. 
Having come back from Japan, and you have already mentioned this 
yourself, do you feel that you yourself have changed and how did you 
change really? 
My views on a lot of things have changed. I have a lot of friends who 
make a lot of jokes about everything. Actually I have a friend who 
makes a lot of jokes about Japanese and Asian people even though he 
himself is Asian-American and he doesn't really identify with his Korean 
culture. But he would always make fun of my Japanese friends and I could 
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stand it for a little bit, but eventually I just got so tired of it 
because I don' t want anyone bad talking my friends. Whereas before I 
would probably think it was funny and that he was just being himself. 
And what I am seeing even more so is how you didn't explode 
something to him; you just ignored him and just don' t talk 
I see the American way would be to blow up, have a 
or say 
to him 
little fight anymore. 
and then 
right? 
ignore them and not talk anymore, but you just ignored him, 
Yeah. 
You didn' t do anything; you just stopped talking to him completely. I 
would say that would be more of a Japanese way of handling things. 
Anything else that you've noticed on how you' ve changed? 
I feel like I respect my parents more. 
Now did they help you study abroad then? 
Yes, they pay for my college and they helped me over there and 
recommended that I stay for a year and its importance. 
My dad helped me through that whole thing as well. Now this is more 
towards EMU now, within the EMU study abroad program was there anything 
that you with the APA should've done for you? 
Not really on Eastern' s side, but JCMU requires $5000 in a bank account 
set aside in order for you to be able to study abroad. 
Sort of like an emergency fund? 
Like if you can't pay, they have that money set aside to take. 
Like a contingency plan? 
Yeah. 
You didn't have any problems with EMU then? Not a lack of information or 
anything? 
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I didn' t really have that big of a problem. Actually through Eastern 
right before I was applying my GPA was 2.49, . 01 from actually being 
able to enter and they wouldn' t let me in unless I took spring and 
summer courses to boost it up. And I was passe the deadline, but they 
allowed me to still go, so they were very lenient about letting me go. 
But actually from what I've heard about this year, compared to last 
year, is that the study abroad program has completely changed because 
the coordinator has changed, so a lot of people would say that the 
person in charge right now completely doesn't know what they are talking 
about or know what they are doing. 
So maybe I should try and interview students who have been trying to 
study abroad more recently because I mean, people that I have talked to 
already have gone to universities that are not directly connected to 
Eastern, like Jt~ and ~~~~- I mean they are connected through like 
a sister school kind of bond, but it's not like JCMU. But, as for JCMU, 
there weren't any problems, really? 
The only thing that I would want Eastern to do would be to have more 
options available, because 
More study abroad options in Japan, you mean? 
Yes, because if you were to look at Western, which doesn't even really 
have that big of a Japanese program, but they have like 10 schools you 
can go to; so many more options. 
And Eastern's Japanese program is huge. It's one of the biggest in the 
state. And you look at University of Michigan and they have ~'~~~; 
they have the biggest school in Japan over there. Eastern is probably 
second, if not above University of Michigan in its Japanese language 
program. Look at how many Japanese teachers it produces. 
During study abroad do you feel like there was anything Eastern or JCMU 
could've done for you? 
They only problem I had was how they dealt with the earthquake because a 
lot of us wanted to stay after for a few months because we had places to 
stay. 
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And then again you were in ~~. 
I was nowhere near anything that was happening. But because of JCMU and 
Eastern, they said, "If you don't come back now, we are not going to 
give you your credits for studying abroad." And so everyone that day 
booked a ticket home. 
You included? 
Me included. And after spending obscene amounts of money, because 
everyone was leaving during that time and it was a big shock because in 
one week you have to get out all of your things and can't really say 
good bye to your friends, cancel plans you had made; it was a mess. 
So that was your only problem during your study abroad? 
Yeah. 
And Lhen afLer sLudylng abroad, I heard a lot others that Eastern often 
ignores its students that have studied abroad, basically tell them to go 
back to class and take their credits. They were talking about getting 
sort of a debriefing which would find out what everyone did, this is how 
their program went, what went well and what didn' t and Improve. 
There is nothing like that. I know one thing that our last study abroad 
adviser did. When people came back she was actually really concerned 
that we all had to come back on bad terms, so she threw together all of 
these mini events to get everyone together and talk about things. 
She was a great person and I am sad that she left. 
Well, she got a better job. 
We need someone like that. 
yourself as well. The head 
relationships were bad? 
And now, you've already mentioned this 
of JCMU, the organizers, you felt that your 
I didn' t really have a relationship with them. 
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Do you feel that you could talk with them whenever you needed to? 
The Japanese or the American side? 
I guess both? 
I could talk with the Japanese advisor anytime I wanted, because his 
office was right in the academic building and he was a very carefree man 
and invite you to come in for an appointment. You could talk with him 
easily. However, I guess on the American side, because I never had to 
talk with the American side, I don' t really think I would send them 
anything, because I don' t think they could readily serve me, because 
they are in America. 
Before studying abroad do you feel that if you had the opportunity to 
use Skype or what not to get first hand information from JCMU or the 
place you were going to study abroad, do you feel that it would've 
helped your experience? 
I knew a couple people over there before trying to go so I always tried 
to Skype them. But yea, I would' ve liked to. Especially talk to 
people around JCMU in general because there was W:Jt::k"¥' and the 
prefectural W:Jt::k"¥' and so I would' ve really like to talk with 
students from there, so we could kind of form a bond before going there 
because this last year before Anne left she organized this program 
called ATLAS program. 
Is that the one where it kind of connects two people together? 
Yeah, and I had a girl from ~g§Jt;k and we talked a while before she 
came and I picked her up from the airport. 
Actually wasn't that guy helping with that? 
Yeah, he was. 
Alright, while you were abroad, did you feel anxious or worried about 
anything? 
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Actually, no. I felt perfectly at home. It was just really my grades 
and trying to do my best every single test and if they weren't good, I 
felt anxious. 
I felt for one that I wasn't good enough, that I needed to do better. 
Stress that seemed to come from nowhere. I got so stressed that I came 
down with shingles. I guess people take it differently. It feel that 
it was more of an internal problem. 
I am an independent person and like having control over my environment. 
I only got homesick once around Christmas time when everyone at JCMU 
either went home to the US or went traveling because I was just for 
three days all by myself. It sucked. 
One question that I forgot to write down on here. Homestay. Did JCMU 
offer a homestay program? 
They do. They offer a few options to do a homestay. You need to 
interview for it, so they can make sure you are compatible with the 
homestay family and if you didn' t want to do that, if you wanted to 
stay in the dorms, they offered a weekend homestay, so you could go 
visit a family for one weekend and if you guys liked each other, you 
could go back and visit again. Me, myself I didn't participate because 
my, when I went there I lived with my sister's family for a little bit, 
and so I already had that sort of homestay kind of family experience, 
because I was living with a Japanese family, because she was living with 
her husband' s parents. 
Oh OK, so you definitely had that homestay experience. So would you 
suggest that to others? 
I would, well, there are actually two ways about thinking of doing it. I 
would absolutely, but if you have, I know in the, I know it's really 
hard to get the dorm experience too, because when I went there if I 
didn' t stay in the dorms, I wouldn' t have known anyone like I do now. 
So, it is kind of a win-lose situation? 
So you're going to be, you're not going to be invited to all the 
parties. 
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You sort of need to weigh your options, is what you're saying? 
OK, alright. Let' s see. Having studied abroad, do you feel that your 
Japanese ability has improved and what do skill do you feel has improved 
the most? 
Definitely my speaking, and I would say my listening as well. My 
writing and, well actually my reading as well, has improved more since 
Japan. For me, writing is not the most important; I think that Eastern 
views it like that as well, that the writing part isn't important as the 
speaking or listening. 
Of course. 
And, so I've, whereas I can read a lot of Kanji, I cannot replicate it. 
I can't write it down. 
Now did JCMU hold those values as well, the speaking as opposed to 
writing then? 
Urn, a lot of speaking, but then there was a lot of writing as well. So, 
if you knew a Kanji, you were expected to write it down. As well as we 
had essay four times throughout the semester and they are like the big 
compositions. 
Alright, but you do say that your speaking and your listening improved 
the most. And what did you do to improve all of those skills? 
I had multiple Japanese friends from the local university, so we would 
always hang out. As well as, well, actually that was it. We would go 
to bars and talk with locals who knew no English and we would just try 
and speak Japanese as much as possible, because we were in a dorm 
environment where we're all Americans and it was really hard to try and 
speak Japanese with them, whereas at Jtj( you have Japanese roommates 
that you can talk with, I guess. 
But then at the same time, they have a bunch of classes 1n English and 
that can hinder progress. 
Yeah, I was really surprised to hear that. I was surprised that their 
Japanese classes were in English. 
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It was their elective classes and yeah, I was surprised too. Alright, 
then having come back to EMU what are you doing to maintain your 
Japanese? 
Well, being vice president of the JSA, I can speak Japanese most any 
time I want, but they are here to learn English so I mostly speak 
English. 
To accommodate them, right? 
Yeah, urn, I watch dramas on TV if I want to help my listening. I take 
all the Japanese classes I am supposed to, I talk with my Japanese 
teachers, and actually taking an independent study course to prepare for 
the JLPT this semester. I want to take another one next semester. 
And what are you doing in the independent study? 
Speaking and actually it's mainly reading comprehension. Because 
actually, reading comprehension tips in kind of how to find the answers 
to the problems quickly. 
We offered a class called like ~~ or something. It was a book called 
~~ 
I haven't heard of it. 
Well, I definitely suggest it. What is the purpose of study abroad? 
I would say the main purpose is to study and gain culture. I think a 
lot of it is culture and to know the world, because I feel if a person 
just stays in their own country, then they can't know about other 
cultures, unless let's say there are different cultures within the US, 
but going internationally is a big part in learning in general, so I 
think study abroad should be required for every student. And another 
thing that is to just be a representative of your country and to study 
abroad. 
So not just for yourself, but you can then use your experience to help 
other people so that they should see another culture as well. 
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That' s my goal when I work as an international student adviser. 
So I think we are about done here; thank you. 
$~5 
What year are you? 
5'" year senior 
How old are you? 
22 
What 1s your major? 
Japanese language and culture 
Do you have a minor? 
Psychology 
What Japanese classes have you taken? 
122-448 + 2 semesters at JCMU levels 3 and 4 
Why are you studying Japanese? 
I was bored in 7'" grade and now I' m in too deep to quit. I originally 
was interested in anime (how gross) and then moved onto music, which is 
still one of my main motivations 
What would you like to do in the future using Japanese? 
Not entirely sure, I think I' d like to do freelance translating 
Where did you study in japan for how long? 
8 months in Hikone, Shiga-ken at JCMU 
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Did you feel alone in Japan? 
No, I traveled alone initially but the first evening I arrived I met up 
with a friend from Japanese classes at school, who really helped me to 
be more outgoing and to make new friends, since I already had someone I 
knew there. I do feel I wouldn' t have gotten such experience from it as 
I did if he hadn' t been there for me. 
What kind of things did you expect, hope for, wish for? 
New friends and a wide range of experiences in japan, since I had 
dreamed about living there since I was 12 or so, but mostly to expand on 
my Japanese skills through using it in everyday life situations (grocery 
shopping, using the train system, etc). for the first few weeks I made a 
point of asking the people around me for help when I needed it, for 
example when I couldn' t read the timetables at the train station, or 
when I couldn' t find a particular book at the bookstore. 
Was there a difference between your expectations of japan and what 
actually happened? 
Not really, as I didn' t have too many expectations to begin with. I 
thought it would be better to go in not expecting much so that I 
wouldn' t be overwhelmed or disappointed. I did have sort of an image of 
japan as being all like the A crossing in Shibuya though, for some 
reason, and Hikone being a small town in the middle of relative nowhere 
was a bit of a shock. However I quickly grew to love the town and now I 
miss it more than my own hometown, which I didn' t expect at all. 
~:L<t ~ 7 ;1. 1J n rJ) ?i: :I¥ ~ .t:l::: ~ L ·c ?i: :I¥ rJ) ~ 1* ~:::: 0" ' --c m tt tc rJ) 15 *- ~:::: nt 1 r; :O' m 
VJ ::J2 Lf;:_;6'o 
I didn' t really make any Japanese friends .. ·? 
Do you feel that you have changed since your study abroad expenence, 
and if so, explain how? 
I myself can' t really tell if I' m different or not; I have been told 
that I' ve changed, but since it was apparently such a gradual process I 
didn' t notice anything. I have noticed that I' m less hesitant to ask 
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for help in a public situation, yet I' m more self-sufficient not only 
in everyday situations but in class as well. I' m also far less willing 
to take shit from people. 
Do you feel that there was anything more EMU could/should have done for 
the Japanese exchange program? 
Well since JCMU is run through MSU, there wasn' t much EMU could do. 
However, since I flew into Narita airport across the country, it would 
have been nice to have an actual map with actual train station names, 
since there is no transportation to Hikone/JCMU from Narita and students 
must make their way themselves. I did have difficulties getting to 
Hikone, and I know of several other students that also got lost on their 
way to the school. 
Was there anything during the course of the program that EMU or JCMU 
could/should have done? 
Finding a teacher that actually knew how to teach would have been nice, 
since the third-year teacher (my teacher) passed away in late November. 
Class setups were disrupted for the rest of the term, and when they 
finally brought in a replacement for the new semester it was clear she 
had never really taught before, and was therefore a detriment to that 
semester' s third year class. However, that was JCMU/MSU' s 
responsibility. 
Anything after? 
Not really. Maybe complimentary depression counseling, as near everyone 
I knew at JCMU had problems readjusting to American life. 
Did you feel that you had a good relationship with the staff at JCMU? 
For the most part, yes. Nishikawa-sensei, before she passed away, gave 
me some of the highest praise I' ve ever received regarding Japanese, 
and Aizawa-sensei and Melville-sensei both encouraged me greatly. (also 
the tiny cleaning lady was adorable and so sweet) 
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If you had been able to communicate with the staff at JCMU prior to your 
study abroad, do you feel it would have changed your experience at all 
and in what ways? 
I can' t really say for sure, since the class experience varied widely 
from "wow I can' t wait to go to class today" to "kill me so I don' t 
have to go to class today" . I' m not sure whether the teachers telling 
me just how intensive the study was would have motivated me or convinced 
me to drop out. 
Did you ever feel anxious or worried while in japan, and if so what was 
the cause? 
Well for one I have an anxiety disorder and moderate depression, so. It 
took six or seven months to get even a little bit homesick, but when it 
hit me it hit hard. There were issues with friends, issues with class, 
issues with my medication being seized without notice at customs. I was 
pretty stressed almost the entire time, but thank god I also had some 
great friends to help me through it. 
Do you feel your Japanese has gotten better through your study abroad, 
and if so what aspect improved the most? 
I definitely feel my vocab and kanji recognition has gone up, since I 
used so many words everyday and saw so many kanji in a variety of 
places. I also became slightly less self-conscious about my speaking 
ability, but that has since come back as I' m not using Japanese in an 
immersive setting anymore. 
Coming back to EMU, what have you done to keep your Japanese 
Not much in terms of studying (depression will do that to you) but I 
have kept listening to a variety of Japanese music and watching movies, 
reading manga etc. I also practice with a couple of friends on a semi-
regular basis. 
How old are you? 
I am twenty nine. 
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And what is your year? 
I am a senior, I have a couple more classes to finish. 
And your major? 
Anthropology 
Do you have a minor then? 
Yeah, Japanese is my m1nor. 
What Japanese classes have you taken? 
I've taken beginner, intermediate, and then conversation, composition. 
So the 300 level? 
Yeah, and my study abroad. 
Now, is that required for your minor? 
It's not required for a minor, but it was just something I wanted to do. 
Alright, and then what made you want to study Japanese? 
I don't know; I've always liked other cultures. 
Hence your major in anthropology. 
And specifically Japanese I guess. I don' t know what started it, but. 
There wasn't anything in middle school or high school that made you want 
to study? 
Well, I guess anime in high school, but I was interested 1n everything, 
like architecture, I think it looks really cool. 
Kind of an all encompassing interest of Japanese culture? 
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Pretty much. 
Alright. Where in Japan did you study, how long and when did you study? 
February of this year until May, for four months at ~E9Jt~. 
Ok, did you go with anyone in particular, like a group of friends? 
Urn, I knew some of the people that went there but it was more of a solo 
thing. 
Before you went to Japan what things did you expect? 
I wanted to get a lot better at Japanese, be able to travel around the 
country and not just stay in the ~E9 area, even though I ended up 
staying in the area, I know I wanted to have a host family and .. 
To kind of get the full experience. 
Now go1ng to Japan, did the things you hoped for and reality, did they 
coincide or? 
For the most part, like I did feel that I got better at Japanese, but 
then I am not taking any Japanese classes this semester, so I've 
forgotten a lot of what I have learned. In fact, I really haven' t 
spoken much Japanese since I' ve been back which was from May til now, 
so. 
The su~ner break is the killer for most people; they don' t have anybody 
to keep in contact with. 
So I' ve forgotten a lot 
shouldn' t be too hard. 
of it, but once I started studying again, it 
A lot of that will come back. Right now its 
just really hard. As far as traveling around, I went to some places lie 
Hiroshima and Okayama. 
Did you end up seeing Kyoto as well? 
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Yeah, I went around Kyoto, Osaka; I spent a lot of time in the Kansai 
area, but I didn' t end up going to Tokyo or Hokkaido or anything like 
that. 
So they were basically the same except for traveling. Urn, and then you 
said you had a host family then? 
Yeah, I did. 
You lived with them the whole time then? 
Yep. 
Oh, really? You're the first person I have interviewed who had a host 
family. What make you decide to have a host family? 
I guess being an anthropology major, I just was more interested in 
experiencing the daily life and kind of seeing like the family life 
aspect, instead of just living with other international students in a 
dorm. 
Yes, because most people said that they wanted like the pop culture 
experience; they wanted the young person experience of Japan. I guess I 
can understand their point of view, but I can understand yours as well. 
What, because you are the first person that I have interviewed who has 
done a homestay, do you mind going into a little bit of detail about 
your homestay? 
I was a little disappointed at first, to be honest. I was expecting a 
bigger family, The family I got has done homestay for a while now. It 
was actually just a host mother that I had, because the host dad had 
passed away the year before and she was like in her sixties. 
He must've died young too then? 
The were relatively close in age. He was in his seventies. I think he 
had cancer. 
Did that affect the environment that you were in? 
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A little bit. It wasn't a big family. For the most part, it was her, 
her forty year old son, who was working a lot of the time. 
Did he live at the home as well? 
He lived there and helped with house stuff. And then we also got a lot 
of visits from her daughter and and her kid, her granddaughter. But 
during the week, it was just my :lofll: ~ }v and me. 
Now did she speak any English? 
She actually didn't speak any English at all. Her son, my :lo£ ~ }v, he 
was pretty decent at English, but he wasn' t around all the time, but 
sometimes it would be quicker for him to clarify things. 
Now did he speak good English then? 
Yeah, he spoke pretty well, but I guess he hasn' t used English as much 
in the last 5, 10 years, so he was ... 
Kind of rusty? 
Yeah, he was kinda rusty, but it was definitely sufficient. It would 
help. Otherwise, I would have to bust out my ~¥~and sit there for 
like 10 minutes just trying to get our point across. 
Were there any hard times not being able to communicate or anything like 
that? 
No, I didn' t really have too much difficulty. 
Being that you lived with a host family, did you make Japanese friends 
outside of the family or not really? 
Urn, a little bit. It was a little harder, because a lot of the time I 
would after class just end up going home. 
Did you have a curfew or anything? 
They were pretty lenient; I did have a kind of curfew but basically if I 
told them, as long as I told them in advance, they didn' t care. 
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Now I met a German girl who had a wonderful host family she said and 
they bought her all this stuff, she stills talks with them, she still 
keeps in contact with them every time she does back to Japan they take 
her out to dinner and for her birthday and all kinds of stuff. Do you 
feel that that' s your relationship with your host family? 
Urn, they were really nice; I haven' t kept in contact with them really. 
I wrote a really nice letter when I was leaving. I gave it to my 
:l0ill:2' 1v right before I left, like the day before I left and she seemed 
to really appreciate that; she seemed touched by that. But other than 
that, they ended up writing me once. But it was a short, basically 
someone had ended up sending me a post card while I was there, but they 
didn' t receive it til after I left, so they pretty much forwarded the 
post card to me and wrote a short letter with it. 
So do you feel that if you do go back to Japan that you will visit them? 
Oh yes, I would definitely go visit them. I haven' t kept in contact 
with them since I'· ve been back though. 
Now I had the presumption that most people would' ve been in the dorms, 
so I made this question comparing Japanese and American friend 
relationships. I guess I could ask you family relationships. Did you 
notice anything different between your Japanese family and your American 
family? 
Child raising. They kind of, I am not really entirely sure how it works 
there, but they seem to be a lot less strict with their children as they 
are growing up. They kind of just let them do whatever and they don' t 
punish them so much; they kind of just ignore them. 
Now was that just with this family or did you see other families doing 
the same thing? 
No, and I' ve talked with other people and that' s kind of how it is. 
They had a two year old daughter and she would just throw the biggest 
fits in the world and scream and cry. We were out at a restaurant and 
when you're leaving they always have those little areas to buy toys and 
stuff. She would go up to it and want one, but they wouldn' t buy it 
because it was way over priced. They would tell her no, but she 
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wouldn' t put it back and tried to leave the store with it and crying, 
throwing a fit and making a big deal about it. It probably took like 15 
minutes for us to leave and they had to drag her out. 
But they would just ignore her? Unlike an American parent would either 
spank the kid or tell them to stop it or take them to a different room 
to yell at them, but the Japanese would just ignore it. 
Yeah, they would. I don' t know. It was weird. And it happened all the 
time if she wasn' t getting her way at home especially they would just 
kind of ignore her. 
Did it work? 
I don' t know. It didn' t really seem to to me. 
But that was probably the biggest difference that you saw in family 
life? 
Yeah, I'd probably say so. 
Alright, so after coming home from Japan, did you notice that you 
yourself changed? The is the main purpose of this research paper to see 
how people change through study abroad. Did you notice anything 
different about yourself? 
I suppose I probably did change, but I can't really say that I' ve 
noticed anything. 
Did you have anyone like point things out to you about something 
different about you? 
I kind of lost some weight because I had been eating a bit healthier, 
probably less portions. And then I also rode a bike to school everyday. 
Probably a thirty to forty minute bike ride. No body has really said 
that I act really differently. I guess I' ve always been a reserved, 
shy person. 
Alright, let's see. Now this is more on the study abroad program itself. 
Do you feel that before studying abroad if there were certain things you 
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would've had a better experience, things that should've been there for 
you. 
I went to the really brief orientations before I left, but I didn' t 
really feel like I learned all that much from them. I don't know, I 
guess I just kinda threw myself in there, so I was 
I was going. I just said, "Ok I am doing this." 
it as I went. 
a little nervous when 
Just sort of winged 
But you didn' t feel like there was really something that you needed? 
Anything lacking? Not just for you, but for other people? 
Nothing is coming to mind now really; sorry. 
While you were over there was there anything that you felt should've 
been there as well? 
I am sure there was at the time, but I can't think of anything right 
now. 
Did you have any communication with Eastern while you were over there? 
I think I had to do my taxes while I was over there and I had to request 
Eastern to mail you something. Yeah, it ended up working out. It was a 
little confusing and frustrating at the time, but I guess it worked out. 
And then after studying abroad, the exact same question. Do you feel 
like there should've been things in place after you came back from 
studying? Like a debriefing or things to keep your Japanese up or 
something like that. Many students say that Eastern's APA sort of 
ignores them. 
I haven't even talked with the study abroad program since I' ve come 
home. Maybe like a follow up thing? Might not have been bad. But like 
everybody came back at different times. Some even came back right after 
the semester. 
But even still they could send an email saying to come to the study 
abroad office or what not. Give them some feedback about host families 
and stuff. 
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I think Kansai Gaidai does more stuff with host families, but yeah, 
there wasn't really anything. But actually, talking before hand, I am 
doing a project and I just thought of this, but one thing that might be 
helpful beforehand and after is the conversation partner program. If 
you want to let's say learn more about Japan, the culture and what not, 
before I go there, then you can request a Japanese speaking partner. 
And then you make friends with this person and you can practice your 
Japanese with them. And then coming back you have a new person or that 
same person. That might be a way to keep a little link. 
I think that they had one somewhat started by a guy named Matt Hughes 
where you're bound to a student from the university you are intending to 
study at. 
One of the parts of my project was to design a flyer that the 
international students could give to the study abroad office to give to 
students. Like anyone that comes in that is interested in study abroad 
the semester before they go, tell them to check out the speaking partner 
program. 
Kind of like a tandem thing? 
It might help you make decisions, learn about the culture, a little bit 
more about the country before you head out there. 
Do you feel that your relationship with the people over at Gaidai went 
well? 
No, not really. The CIE was pretty helpful. I didn' t really need it 
that much; tried to be as independent as possible, but they seemed 
really helpful 
Skype?? 
Kind of like a penpal? 
More standardized really. 
have the head of 
Have everyone supposed to go to 
the program talk with them just room and 
who they are and feel less anxious. 
75 
Gaidai w a 
so you know 
I guess that could've been helpful for some students. 
While were you over there did you feel anxious or worried at all? 
A little bit. It was more personal problems. My girlfriend was still 1n 
America. We moved in together a few Inonths before I left and I felt 
really bad for leaving her for 4 months, for such a long time. We'd 
Skype when we could, but I think it was really hard on her. 
That was really the main thing that caused problems? 
That was probably the worst thing. 
Alright, and after studying abroad you do feel that your Japanese has 
improved? 
It did improve. 
What do you feel improved the most? Reading, writing, listening 
speaking? 
All of it, but I would probably say listening and speaking more than 
reading/writing. My reading and writing still improved, I' ve always 
been better at it, but being there kind of forced me to speak more and 
listen a lot more. 
Did the family you were staying with help with reading and writing and 
what not? 
No, I never really asked for help. 
Having come back to EMU, what ways are you maintaining your Japanese? 
Not really to be honest. I have a conversation partner, but we haven' t 
met very much and I only need two more classes in Japanese to graduate, 
but neither of them are being offered right now, so I am not taking any 
classes. Not really, I guess. Japanese people in general are really 
helpful, very kind and supportive. Especially when I am speaking. As 
far as family relations, I guess its changing a little bit but in 
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general they have the women stay at home while the men work. My mom did 
everything, cleaned cooked and what not. I did help with stuff, but 
not much. 
Unless there is anything else you' d like to add? 
Maybe it's just me, but as far as friendships I found them to be really 
superficial and want to talk with me and get to know me. I guess I take 
longer to open up and get to know people. I have lots of friends, but 
only a few good friends that I feel comfortable around. But it seemed 
like every Japanese person was really eager to hang out. I understand 
some of it 
themselves 
about it. 
because they want to meet international students due they 
studying abroad to practice their English and get better 
There was something about it that was superficial. 
I think it was ind of the luck of the draw. 
I guess it's cuz I am older. 
You don't look old. 
I didn't live in the seminar houses and felt disconnected from the 
Japanese students, because they were younger. 
Alright, thank you very much. 
~1::7 
Ok, so what year are you? 
I am a sixth year. 
And how old are you? 
I am twenty-three. 
And your major? 
Anthropology. 
Anthropology? I did not know that. And your minor? 
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Japanese. 
And what Japanese classes have you taken up until now? 
I have taken almost all of them. I have gotten up to 361. 
361. That's the business one, isn't it? 
Yeah, that's the international trade one; we were together in that 
class. 
Yes, that's right; I am sorry. I just felt that you had been studying 
Japanese a lot longer than me. What was your motivation to study 
Japanese? 
I think, basically I always wanted to learn a second language and I got 
into Japanese music really early, since I was about eleven. So I 
decided, hey I listen to the music, why not learn the language? And I 
just grew to love it. 
Ok, perfect. And then 1n the future what do you plan on doing with 
Japanese? 
I think I might go into JET and teach English; I'm not so sure, but I 
definitely want to do something with my Japanese that I' ve spent 
hundreds of dollars to learn. 
So in the near future you want to teach English, but in the long term 
you don't really know? 
Yeah, pretty much. 
So where when and how long did you study abroad? 
I was at JCMU and I was there for about 6 months. 
And what year did you study? 
2010. 
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And who did you go with? Was there anyone that you would consider your 
group? 
No, I was actually by myself. I didn' t really know anybody. 
Before going to Japan what sort of things did you hope for, did you 
expect? 
I expected good food and some weird stuff maybe. I expected to see 
noodles machines everywhere, which there were. And I expected to get 
stared at, because everybody kept telling me that I'd get stared at 
because I am a foreigner. 
Did that happen? 
Oh, yes. Definitely. And I expected everyone to be really fashionable 
and they were. 
And were there any personal expectations like goals that you set for 
yourself or things you were afraid of before you went? 
For me I expected to be a bit more outgoing as far as trying to speak 
Japanese to Japanese people. I think I gained that basically. I am not 
afraid to talk 1n Japanese with people anymore. 
And then going to Japan, did the things that you hoped for and the 
things that happened pretty much coincided? 
Yeah. 
Everything basically came true then. 
Yeah. 
Was there anything that didn' t that you were kind of taken aback by? 
No, not really. 
Did you notice any differences between Japanese and American 
relationships when it came to friends? 
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That' s a good question. Not really, I feel like everyone was the same 
as far as friendships. They were all pretty close and they called each 
other all the time. I didn' t really see any differences. 
Before I started doing these interviews I felt that Japanese 
relationships were kind of superficial and that I didn' t like it, that 
I felt that they were really shallow. And then I started these 
interviews and one person made a good point saying that they have it in 
both American and Japanese relationships. It doesn't matter about the 
nationality of the person, it's the people themselves. 
I feel that some Japanese people wanted to be friends with me because I 
was foreign and not just because they thought I was cool, but eventually 
you kinda weed those people out because you realize that they are not 
trying to hang out with you for you, but for those who did start off 
because you're foreign and you actually have something in common, I 
thought that was really cool. But other than that there wasn' t really 
anything different. 
Coming back from Japan, did you notice that you yourself changed? 
Yeah. 
In what way? 
I think I was a lot more confident when it came to doing things on my 
own, because I never really had to do much without going to my mom and 
asking what she thinks. But now I basically only ever think for myself 
as far as like big decisions now. And, urn, I hate cars. I wish we had 
a better transportation system as far as buses and trains now and I find 
myself walking a lot compared to when I used to. 
I' ve heard that from more than 
lag period when you came home? 
opposite of what you feel right 
now, that you can go out and do 
home did you feel like a reverse 
really unmotivated and what not? 
one person now. Was there any sort of a 
Like you came home and you felt the 
now? You said you feel confident right 
things for yourself, but when you came 
culture shock period? Where you felt 
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I didn' t want to go outside my room. I didn' t want to leave my house 
because going out in public and seeing Americans again just made it so 
much more that I was back in America and I didn' t want to be there. 
And I thought that everybody was just so loud. I just needed to be some 
place quiet. The habit I picked up, like when you go to restaurants you 
fold you napkin into tiny little pieces, I totally picked that up in 
Japan because everyone kept doing that. And also carrying my trash 
everywhere. You know how here we would just throw it where ever, but 
ever since Japan I always keep it in my purse until I get back, so I 
don' t litter as much as I used to. 
Alright, so just random little things here and there that you felt had 
changed. Alright, now this is more towards the EMU study abroad program, 
now you did yours a few years ago, so it might be totally different now, 
but before you went was there anything you felt that should've been in 
place sort of like to prepare you for study abroad? Was there anything 
like a better orientation or more information about the school you were 
going to, do you feel like there should've been more in place. I know 
you went to JCMU which is basically like a direct link, so there might 
not have been as much as Gaidai or Gakugei, but was there anything? 
This didn' t happen to me but it happened to a friend of mine. He got 
there a few days earlier than he was supposed to and the school would 
just not accommodate him at all and told him to go someplace else to 
find a hotel to stay in for the next three days because they couldn' t 
let him move in yet. And no one was even there. People had already gone 
home, why couldn' t you let somebody stay? I thought that was really 
weird, but as far as EMU? EMU was pretty direct, I thought. 
Because most of that JCMU stuff is handled through Michigan State, 
right? You go to an orientation at State, they tell you everything 
about what' s going to happen. 
I wish that they would' ve had an orientation here, instead of just at 
State because I couldn' t go to State because it was too far away. I 
wish that they would have some sort of a JCMU thing here as well, 
because quite a few of us came from Eastern. A big chunk. Maybe more 
people from Eastern than from MSU and yeah, they definitely should do 
something like that here. 
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There might already be something in place now, I don' t know for sure, 
but we might as well put it in the interview just in case. Alright, and 
what you were studying abroad do you feel that there was anything that 
Eastern could've done for you or that JCMU could've done for you? 
We could've had some sort of meal stipend. We didn' t have one; we had 
to basically fend for outselves. Like Kansai Gaidai got a stipend; we 
didn' t. 
Neither did I. 
At Kansai Gaidai. 
No, I went to TGU. 
Oh, yea I think they should g1ve us stipends. They put so much into 
Kansai Gaidai, because apparently a lot of people just want to go there, 
that they completely forget about the other two. I am sure a lot of 
people went to Tokyo, but most people want to go to Gaidai, because most 
know people from Gaidai, everybody's been there already, so they all 
come back with great stories, but they should definitely do a lot ·more 
for TGU and JCMU. 
Either connect it with your student loan or something so you have it 
there so you won't feel lost when looking for food, because if you' ve 
never been to the country before, how are you supposed to know how to 
budget for food. 
They tell you to bring like $3000 a semester, but people don' t do it. 
They should definitely give us some sort of meal stipend, or like a meal 
plan of some sort. 
Especially at JCMU because it is supported by Michigan universities. 
It's not like you have to go through the bureaucracy of a Japanese 
school, it's a Michigan university. 
We should have a meal plan or something, so a couple thousand dollars 
like they did at Kansai Gaidai. 
There's a cafeteria and what not there, right? 
82 
No, it's actually like our own little mini-apartment. You walk in and 
there's a kitchen, a bathroom and two bedrooms for us to share. 
After studying abroad do you feel that there were things that Eastern 
could've done for you? Other people said that they were ignored. 
Exactly. 
They said why can't we do some sort of debriefing to figure things out. 
I think that's the problem that they don't do that. They don't have 
anyway to make the program better, because there is no feedback and they 
don't ask students how it went, what they liked and what they didn't 
like. So everything just stays the same. And also, the people in the 
study abroad office, they don't know anything about the programs half 
the time or they don't know as much as they should. 
There was one lady at the office; she was wonderful. I don' t know if 
you worked with her. 
I didn't have her. 
She was a really helpful person and then she left for State. Now there's 
like only two people in the study abroad office. 
They knew nothing. 
Alright. While you were there do you feel that your relationships with 
the people that headed the program went well? 
Oh, yeah. It was like family. There were only like 30 of us students. 
I mean the teachers. 
That is what I am saying. There were so few students, and some of the 
teachers actually lived with us in the dorms. I guess Iiga-san, she was 
basically our RA and she was so helpful. Whoever was sick she would 
drive us to the hospital and help translate. She was basically like our 
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mom. Even up to the director himself, he lived there too with his 
family and we saw him all the time. Very laid back. 
Alright, alright, wonderful. Here is another question: before studying 
abroad, do you feel that if could've used Skype or what not to talk with 
the people over at JCMU, do you feel like you would've had a better 
experience? Not just for yourself, but for other people that might be a 
little more timid. You're not a timid person. 
I think that talking with him and talking with other students that were 
going there too would help, SO· that by the time you got there, you would 
know. But I think before I even left, they were adding me to the JCMU 
facebook, so you met people through facebook already and you got to talk 
with them and see that they look like, so by the time you got there it 
was really nice. But I feel that Skype would've been even better. 
Perfect. Now, did you ever feel anxious or worried while you were over 
there? 
Yeah, about money. All the time I kept thinking about how am I go1ng to 
eat. Money, money, money. And I had to keep asking my family to send 
more money because of food and living expenses. And you know, you want 
to do stuff while you are there. You want to get out and go meet people 
and have fun and go to amusement parks and stuff like that. 
Yeah, for some people this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and they 
are never going to go back to Japan. Some people don' t ever plan on 
going back. 
That was actually my second time. I went by myself once for a month and 
stayed with a friend. 
That' s pretty bold. How old were you at the time? 
I was around 19 because I wasn' t able to drink. 
But they didn' t card you there, did they? 
No, I didn' t drink at all. I just decided to follow the rules. 
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So, your main worry was money, then? Nothing else? 
Nothing really else, because I was confident catching the train, I could 
read, I could speak, I got lost a couple times, but I just asked where I 
was going. And I had to catch the ~~~ all the way from Tokyo to 
Osaka when I got there and it was really easy to know the area because I 
had been there before. 
And then, having studied abroad, do you feel that your Japanese got 
better? 
Oh, yes. Definitely. What I did was, when I went to JCMU, I tested into 
the highest level they offered at the time, the 3'' level, but with 
third level, you'd have to sit there and study all day so you were ready 
for the class the next day. So you didn' t really get out and it was 
stressful for a lot of people who stayed, so I didn' t stay. I decided 
to drop down to the second level, because I was lazy. And so it was just 
a refresher course, but I felt that it really cemented Japanese more 
into my head and I had a lot more time to go and explore, so you could 
use your everyday Japanese and learn through experience, so definitely I 
think my conversational skills got better. 
Alright, and then having back to EMU what ways are you keeping your 
Japanese? 
That's funny, because I am really not. 
here and then and I don' t really speak 
try to study sometimes when I can 
Taking the JLPT or anything? 
I still watch Japanese drama 
it as much as I used to, but I 
I am going to take it. Not coming up now, but maybe next year. 
Well, it is so close now. 
And I would actually have time to study for it, because I don' t really 
right now because of my 400 level classes. 
Alright, thank you. 
85 
f'iv', -c'f'i, -1 /!I t:''::r..-'8:lf-~00frilv'f;: L-* l-J:: ?o -c'f'i, tJ- !J ~lv, "i'M 
1¥1::-c'-9;6>0 
fL f'i 12:91¥1:: -c-t o 
12:91¥1::-z:'-9;6>0 f'iv', -c, fiiJ~-z:'-9;6>? 
343, 344, 
7!HYif& L- k c v' ? :=_ c ? 
mvif& L-k, -'fO)~±p:i:, =1¥1::, -tO), t.tlv-cv'? 1 o o c 2 o o :a:mv;f& L-
t;:? 
86 
.:Co:>)'[;1:f'iibo:> 5, -9:::- <if< -c 
1=1 ;$:glofo:>)'[;1:C' Lk? 
1=1 ;$:~o:>)'[;1:C' Lt:::.o 7:! lJ }J AtJ:o:>(;::, 1=1 ;;js:~;0>-9 :::- < L-'?"'h -c 1=1 ;;js:glofo:>~g 
t;;O>-t:::'< -ctJ:lvC';O>, 5[;6>tl,t:::.o .:ChC', <bo:>A;O>JET~0'"Cv''"C.:Ch'3:-Jii,'"C 
r ;b, ~0l'i VJ , :::_ o:> J:. 5 fJ:A1=.;0>v 'v 'tJ: J c ,\lh -c %<- 0 ;O'It (;:: fJ: VJ j: L ko 
.:C o:>1& (;::, 7:! I) j} (;::!1":0 '"(};:"jt~JGA 0 '"CTESOL?J' 1=1 ;;js:~?J> t 0 c frtl5:9\ L -c 1=1 ;$: 
(;::b";0'"Cf±:l)l:'3:-T0--Jb VJ C'To 
j:£b, j:£b, ~~*o:>, .J::'5tJ:07J,j;t;:)t?J>t:,tJ:v'lvC'-9h', -c%<-nl'fl=l;;is:C'{Ib%<" 
kv'C'To 
f'iv', ;b?J>VJ j: Lt:::.o i=i;$:f'i.J::'::_(;::, .l::'o:>('Gv':fT%<-j: Lt:::.?J>o <bo:>, ::.o:>:lllili 
o:> 1¥1 "¥ C'T Po 
87 
l'iv ', -c>:?' ;v-7".!:: L- ·-nt Ui~ :l.: L-k7Po ft lv-cv' 5, t to 0/vEMU0)$1::.!:: 
~t>Tift~1i < ::..!:: IJ: t 5, ftlv-cv' 5, l1liLZ1''"Cdb 0 -c>-9, Jil:b>'"Cdb 0 lv'"CT:b', ft 
lv-cv' 5 -'C O);£Jf!.!:: L- -c11'0 t;::.lv '"CTlJ'o 
11' < JWI~Ii;/J>O)EASTERNO)jj$1::;6> db :l.: fJ 5;Q G ft < -c;;$:'1H~~ A -c>1i0 td: 5 ft 
~ C '"(' l.-t;::.o 
l'iv', :b7J>fJ :l.: L-ko '"C, S;;is:l~rr< M'l~.!::'lvft::..!:: :a:WJf"fl--cv':l.: U;::b>o ~ 
t;::.v', ftlv-cv'5o .!::'5v'5 ::..!:::a:~lv'"Cv't;::.o .J:''5v'5 ::..!:::a:*-7"L.--cv':l.: 
l.J;:i.Po fiiJ:a::;:J<Ci:J-cv':l.: l.J;:;/J>, S ;;$:1~11'< JWI~o 
1'i'/'¥1i < Ml~, db :l.: fJ ~tfO)tJ' J: < ftv'ft db.!:: }i!h -eft lv-cv' 5 -'CO)~~O)*-E~ 
:a: 1 o o % t, G 5 f;::_ Ci:J ~~ 
-c, db 0), to J: 0 .!:: , ft lv -c v' 5 , J!l; 5 liilift lv -c>-9 It .!::'', J!9FF ~~~11!H~ ft 0 -c t, 
v'v'lv'"CT .l:o J: < S;;is:iil'\-'"Cv';tftv'::..!:: ft G, ~iil'\-'"Cv'v''"CT .l:o 
l'iv', :lO!iiJl:V'l-:l.:To -c>, S;;$:1~11'0-cMf"fL--cv'k::..!:: Ui~ll!'1H~{±Iv-c>Jd;::..!:: 
~ .!::i!l;v':b'dbfJ :l.: l-t;::b>o IRJC-c>l-t;:7J>? 
--7-:>lif:J, M'i30k.J:51~, dbk.L fiiJ@li>S;;$:1~1'i'l"f:L-k::..!::7J'dbfJ:l.:T:b>, 
4:l.: '"CO)db0 t;::.*-l~-c> s ;;is:l~tfti1J;:.!:: }l\'h -cv'-c1'T0 t;::.lv-c>-97J>--?0Ii fJ fL, :Yt 
J-.t!.ft0 -c~V-5v'-c L- :l.: v':l.: L-ko :l.: db, J31H~-'C lvftl~~v\~~ C~ ft < -ct;:t::_ 
88 
~ -1'' 5jljf;:: s ;;js::_)IJ;::ft IJ fcv 'lv [.~ ft <-etc tc, ,1;!!,-::,fc J; IJ s ;;Js::o:nt11::; c zpf;::(b 
:t IJ 'i:J:h -c ftv' c ,1;!!,0 -c 0 ~0li IJ fM'JI-JJcft 0 -c ,1;!!,0 -c 0 -t:- 5 ~ 0v '<: '2: :i 
L-fco 
-c t, ~!;:: 7} !) }J 0), 7} !J }J )(11::;!;: ft !v -c v' 5 ;;Js::¥.§ f;::i:f L-V' ft 0 -c ,1;!!,0 tc :::_ 
c {:,(bg/v C~ftv'C:TlJ'o 
l'iv', J;;/J,0tco -c, S;;Js::c7} !J }JO)~J¥i,?J;t;ll1l<:L--c, ~J¥0)Mf*!;::--::>v'<:<b 
fttcO)~;Z!;:*'fi::;;/Js;b IJ :i L-kiJ'o 
s;;Js::c 7 J v }J c 0), ft!v<:v' 5 -'t-O)~J¥M1*, ft!v<:v' 5 -'CO), :@>:v'7J'£b.g c 
v' 5 :::_ c !;::~ 0 '2: :i L- tc iJ'o -t:-h c t, 1PJ etc c ,\!!,v ':i T7J'? 
l'iv ', S ;;Js:: c 7} !J }J O)~J¥:!? J:tll1l<: L- -c, ~J¥0) ~1* f;:: --::>v '<: <b fttc 0)~ *- f;::*' 
11::;;6>;!1; IJ :i L-tciJ', 1¥/"3t L-<:7J' Go 
ft!v7J,,\!!,0tc, -ct~0fiiJ, 7} !J }JO)~J¥0)M1*c S;;js;:O)~J¥0)M1*7J':@>:5 
/vtCTt Co 
5 !v, 1f- Oi:J !;:: 1rJ1 .5!: < fth :iT L-, ;;Js::¥.§ !;:: § :S7J' ,\!!, 0 -c .g :::_ c c lJ', :i <b -t:- !v ft, 
-9 <''!;:: § *- :t -97J>, s ;;Js::-c, :t <b, 0'0 < VJ L- -c ft7J'0 tdt c'', •v'fcO)f'i c' 1v 
89 
tcftf<l'~< t.t0-c~-ct, §:0-n>;$:~f~,\lh-c0::.c0:-i§ 5o o o ~n'<btJ;J::-9 
J:: P.o 
<b, t.t lvn', ;t tct.t 1v -c v' 5 ~Eililtn>ii:v '-c <b 0 0 ::c (!), § :0- e: ::c (!)~J¥(1) r., ~~ t.t 
!vn>~Jilln>ii:v '""C <b 0 ;z,..t;: v 'i@ c --c 0 
if.i!iMH--""C0;iJ;;:/;v--ct, ~J¥--ct, t.tlvn', ~;O>;bt];t-jJ::P.o l.JIH~, ~v'c 
,\lh -c t.t v 'lv--c.'Tft .!:', --?0 fi' tJ Jtfi::;n>J§: 5 t.t 0 -co 
f'iv', bn>tJ ;t Lko --c, 7 ;< !J ;!Jf~1110-c~-c§:0-n'~b0td.tc}~,v';t Lk 
;O>? 
-?0fi'tJ, r:J;$:A;z,t.kv'f~t.t0""C L;l;v';i LkJ::P.o 7} !J ;/Jf~1110-c~-c7} 
!J ;IJ"f.r!S C: ;0>, 5 !v, ;$:~ f~, !A. LE tJ f~Jjl, -c, 0'0 < tJ L -c L ;i v';i Lko 
t 0 .J::~ < WI.IJfl L -c < ;hJ.tv'--c.'Tn'? ::Chf:J:t_, J:: 0 e:, ~IID~'Jt.t~X.t.t!v--c-tn' 
C:, , -t:, J:: 0 c P., § 51- t ::C ') ,\!!, v ';i L t~ ;O>, t~ t:':, t.t !v T v ' ') , r3 ;<jq;::_ v 't~ c '2: 
, m7; !J ;IJ ~~111 tJ tc < -c111 tJ tc < -ct~ ;t G t.tn'0 t~ ft.!:', --?0 fi' tJ tt !v-cv, 5 
11100 L -c ;0> G, --?0 fi' tJ r3 ;$:;0>-iJl:v 'v '0 -c~ 0v '-c L;!; 0 ko 
<bt~ Lf'il.JIH;::111tJ t~< f'itt;0>0k/v--c.'-9n>, ::.0-t:,[~1110""C'2:-c7 ;< !J ;/J(!)"f.i\5 
n>, -c:, J:: 0 e: fJ"tl :a: t±J::c 50 fJ"tl ;t fi', :5!! (!)An>/ -r Y tt Lf;::J!! 0:-;IJJ;t- '-c t~ tJ Jlt~;:;s 
:0-n>-t::::'< --cn'v'::. C: t<b tJ ;t-tL, tt!vn>, ::C!vt.t0'0 < tJ L;t Lt~o -?0fi' 
tJ r3 ;$: C i§:v ';l:; TP.o 
--c.', ::_tt,~-t:,J::0C·5~M~Iv--c.'T~~,~U(!)fi*7"o~5A--c.', ti*-90 
M f;::_::. nn> <bhfi' J:: n>0 t~ c ,\!!, 5 ::. c n> <b tJ ;t i""n>? 
<bhfi', (:' 5 v \ '5 ::_ (: --c.'-9;0>? 
Organization. 
90 
t~~ O)Transf erO)::::. C: C: iP 
-\i"jtO)Jrrjf;::~ G ft ~ ~ HtftiJ'0 t::_lv<:TiJ', ft lv<:iJ'~ G ft < --c tv 'v' J: 0 --c 
i§bht::_iJ'G, ::::.0t_,f;::11!h--c~--c-t::'< *2£ftii\15i'.f;:f,t0'""C L-*0'""Ct0 C:Or 
ganizationiJ'~'~t:': 0 f::_o 
* <10 , 1RJ c J: 5 r t J~lJ'! iJ' 1:1:\ --c ~ * L- t::_ t1, M 0) -1 '/ l;1 t:'' ;J_ - o <:, 1i "¥ L- --c v '-'5 
F"9 f;::, ::::. hiJ' <liJhf:Ltil' 0 tdt C: ,~, 5 ::::. C: iJ' <10 VJ *Til'? 
f:iiJ'O) JJt G, 1¥1"¥ L- --c il' G .:t 0)-\i"¥7" P ;i 7 A f"i, ft lv--c v' 5 , §:51'3:-~tJl.T 
o C: :to 0 L-~ 0 --c t::_ lv <:--9ft .!::' 
EI:51H~tJl.T o? C:'' 5 v' 5::::. C: ? 
ftlv'""Cv' 5, -'tO)-\i"lt't'3:-1!tHll.To::::. C: f;::fto C: v'0t::_lv<:Tft .!::'o t::_t:':11!h--c 
~--c, rt 5tl\':~f;::~VJ ft2'v'J J;.t::_v'ftJlli!iC, 
.:th, :i:l'~*Jt~-c, 
t:': 0 --c, i:JZ~T o bftiJ' ft v '<:T J:o .:t 0)-\i"jt:/P ;t' 7 A '3:-i:JZ~ 2': tt o::::. C: iJ' <: 
~ ftv 'lv c~ ftv'<:Til'? -'tO), rt lv--cv' 5, 11Jh --c ~ --c ::::.n <:~b VJ 0 --c 
91 
([?, .:C5iPo l:, ([?0), if"jtjlcO)if"jttJ..i.~O)_AF•9~{*1:i5*0'~*Ucb>?{rjl 
;6'>J'lt;6>-::dcl!Tb'o .:Chi: 'b? 
M"f:-9~001=i!"f:t.!..l.~~~~~i:~~~~~~-r:~~~i:L~~~0)~51=i!"f: 
g~;a>2£{1::; Ltc!: ,\!!,v'*Tn', 
J.liH=o ~118:7\-:kO)~o ;7''7A1:t-t::::'< v'v'O)l:, v'~, fJ:Ivb>.:C!vtt:i:?~£,~tt 
v'!: ,\!!,v '*To 
tc~!v<b~£,~;6>([? ~!: ,\!!,v'*To ii"lt L ""C ~ F•91=, ::f3<:~·~'1Jic1i:'~ t-tc:::.!: ;a> 
<l? V) *-9iPo fiiJ;O'>.:C lv·~'IJic~::f3<:1i:'/Eil:::. L~!: ,\!!,v'*Tn'? 
<t?* V) i/"lt!=":)v'""CO)·~'Mc!:tttv'lvl:Tb', .:en~ V), t0 /::f'~Y-T;vO)'~'!lc 
;6'>0 0 
-'CO) 13 ;<Js:~J't~~fJO). <, mtf, lll1 <, ~fliTO) tpl!, /::"0)~ ::\'-;v;O>J:J¥ L tc!: ,\!!,v' 
*TIJ>o 
92 
~.r.>ffVJW:1313*"C, ft!v'"(v'?, 131l\'1:ffl~]MI;::'T"C:, 7-. to-::lf-/::7'',1:: I) 7-,;::: 
/::7''il'*<b, .!:''? L---ctJ:JiT".g C:,li!!,v'*Til', ;bO), *~f::MW:7J-:kO)tJt~O) 
:Bil>ff-c--9.::·< J:JiU~Ui!!,v'*T, *~f;::, 
0 
t i::> 6/v 13 *AO)~Ji bbl'lvt~ VJ L- --cv '*Til\ ~0 ff VJ § 51-cttl5!llT .g ~<'l'F", n' 
ib* VJ ftv'lv"CTtlo 
v''2-ftVJ~~,3'f;::~;t.g)v-c-9ftC'', What else do you think you need to say? 
Like anything that you feel like how you changed or anything 
Do you want me to answer in English or in Japanese? 
Yes, in English, please and thank you. 
Well, from, what I changed from study abroad I believe that I've 
definitely changed as a person, I've grown as a person. Through my 
experience of study abroad, regardless of what it had to do with the 
study abroad experience itself or personal experiences that I had during 
the study abroad, I believe that I have grown as a person. I've learned 
a lot of different things. Because of this, it only justified the fact 
, it really, I don't know, encouraged me to go further in my studies 
with Japanese and my plans that I have for the future. Um, I would 
recommend study abroad for anyone, regardless of whether or not it is 
Japan or anywhere. 
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Or even if they are not majoring in a language. 
Yea, just study abroad. Get out there; 
experiences you can have when you're a 
and everyone should do it if they can. 
it's one of the greatest 
student and I believe that anyone 
That' s all I got. 
Alright, so what year are you this year? 
I am fourth year. 
How old are you? 
21. 
And your major? 
My major is Japanese and Animation. 
Ok, so that' s, so that means you are double majoring, mean1ng no minor? 
No minor. 
Up until now what Japanese classes have you taken? 
Urn, I have taken of course the beginning Japanese courses and one 
intermediate class here at Eastern, and then I went to Japan of course 
and. 
We will get to the classes you took in Japan; just the classes you have 
taken at Eastern. 
Other than that I am currently taking a survey of Japanese Literature. 
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And then what made you study Japanese? What was that driving force, 
that one specific instant that made you want to study Japanese? 
I mean, more so when I was younger, I really had a lack of knowledge of 
Asian culture, in general. 
Well, don't most Americans? I would say 
American you have little to no know ledge 
you want to obtain that knowledge? 
unless you are an 
of Asian culture. 
Asian 
So what made 
What made me want to? .... I don't know. So I made a friend who was of 
course Japanese and I really enjoyed their personality and the way they 
presented themselves, the way they thought. And even on TV as well, I 
just am always interested in knowing deeper than what I see on TV 
without seeing everything. 
And in the future, through Japanese what do you plan on doing, job w1se 
or pursing further education or what not? 
After I graduate, I want to be involved in the JET program. 
As an English teacher or a CIR? 
I want to go for CIR, but I am also willing to go as a ALT as well. I 
want to do that for a long time, I just want to better my Japanese, so I 
am going for 3 to 5 years. 5 years I could definitely do it in my life. 
And after that I want to become involved I the movie industry, video 
game industry and animation industry and I want to be able to work with 
those companies, both through America and Japan, drawing the cultures 
together to make more diverse movies. 
Where 1n Japan did you study, how long did you study and who was the, 
like, group of friends that you went with? I mean obviously things are 
going to change while you are over there, but did you really go with 
anyone? 
On my way to Japan I went with one of my friends. He was n1ce and 
everything, but we just traveled together, to that degree. 
Where did you go? 
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We went to Kansai Gaidai University, in Hirakata, Osaka, Japan. 
And how long were you there for? 
I was there for a year. 
Alright, and before going to Japan what kind of things were you 
expecting? 
Urn, hard to say. 
something back or 
More to 
good? 
so, are you asking if I was expecting 
Like what things were you wishing for, looking forward to having, like 
basically what did you expect? Whether they are good or bad things. 
Well, I mean, I had always a positive mind about going to Japan. I knew 
I was a foreigner and I just wanted to make sure that people were open 
to accepting of who I was, not just as an American, but also as an 
African American, which I don't know, maybe they don't soc as much. And 
when I got there, I experienced people really just interested, just 
willing to know, understand who I am and where I am from. 
So, did you expect anything else then other than that? 
Biggest thing I was expecting was just building relationships, building 
strong bonds and friendships, you know, more so just being able to 
connect with people because that is what I enjoy doing. I enjoy 
connecting with people from all over. 
And then going to Japan did the things that you expected and reality did 
they coincide or were they relatively different? 
Urn, let's see. Like my perspectives of it? 
The things you expected and the things that actually happened. Were they 
the same or were they different? 
Um, it's really hard to say, because ... 
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Well, you said that you were expecting to build relationships and that 
you wanted people to look past what you were on the outside. 
I guess I was surprised, I really was in that situation I was very 
surprised. I really got to connect with people much faster and better 
than I thought I would. I mean, I was able to talk to somebody just 
randomly, maybe on my way to school, on the streets somewhere, and it 
was just a wonderful relationship, completely different from what I am 
used to in America. 
Ok, alright. Then that brings me to the next question, comparing 
Japanese and American relationships, obviously there was a change in 
your opinions towards those issues. What kind of changes happened other 
than you being able to talk with people from not really even knowing 
them at all. ? 
Maybe just changes within myself. I guess I became a little more 
confident. Maybe sometimes while I was there a little too confident, 
but definitely I felt more confidence in trying to get to know people 
and walk up to people. I never really had too much worry if there was 
something I didn't know in trying to meet them. 
And then coming back to America, do you feel that you yourself have 
changed? 
Yes, I am sad cuz I want to go back to Japan. 
How do you feel that you have changed? 
How do I feel I have changed? Uh, let's see. I feel like, well, when I 
went there that was my first time outside of my own country, so of 
course, I feel like that was a very adult move in my opinion, a very 
mature, adult move, living on your own, having to cook for yourself, 
staying with different people sometimes. It was an amazing experience 
and it was something that definitely made me just more of a 1nan, more of 
an adult now because I've experienced that lone experience in a new 
world. The challenges were different. 
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But, how are you different? Saying that you've grown up really 
doesn't ... that a really surface kind of answer. How did you change? 
What do you see yourself doing now presently? 
Maybe like, well definitely like study habits or stuff like that. It's 
definitely improved. Before I went to Japan, I didn't study as much, 
but because of the structure and the way different students seem to put 
more into their study time, I gained that experience, I adapted into 
that experience. I've always had good manners, but I feel like I'm very 
more observant of being good with manners, being nice and just trying to 
be very polite and pay attention to things, more focused to certain 
situations. The Japanese lifestyle just changes me in how I act in 
those ways, that's how I feel. 
Alright, and then through Eastern's study abroad program do you feel 
that there were things that should've been in place before going, such 
as orientations, urn, things like that, urn, better information regarding 
the program, urn, do you feel that there should have been more in place 
for you? 
I feel like there should be more information with medical stuff, like 
when you're going abroad and stuff, I feel like they should definitely 
have easier ways for students to connect when it comes to, like if I am 
sick or if I have a problem, not that that was like my big issue there. 
I just felt like people did experience some things. 
Yeah, I mean you're bound to get sick when you're over in a new country 
for a while. So I understand what you mean by that. I definitely feel 
that at least 1n my dorm' s case, there was a lot of paperwork and what 
not that you had to fill out. If there was only like a way to either, I 
mean, there were people that didn't speak any japanese when they went 
over there, so they didn't know how to fill out these docu1nents and they 
had to have their hand held throughout the whole thing. If they 
would've had this information prior to going over there, it would've 
made a whole lot easier, so yeah, I understand what you mean when you 
talk about medical things. 
Medical stuff, insurance, things like that. 
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Insurance! Definitely, because then they had to pay the insurance for 
things like that and they didn't know how they were supposed to pay it 
and what not, so that was another problem. 
Urn, while you were over there was there anything that you felt Eastern 
or the place that you were staying should've done for you? While you 
were over there. 
I mean, I don't know, it just keeps coming back to that one thing, 
because a lot of the other things I felt I was ok with, but the 
insurance. I wish there was like a better connection with making the 
payments for stuff easier through the insurance companies you're with. 
What do you mean? Are you talking about like connecting your American 
insurance to your Japanese insurance because I went completely through 
the national insurance of Japan. 
Well, in my case, I didn't have Japan National Insurance. It was a 
compan~ here that was helping throughout abroad and stuff. 
You mean through Eastern's program? 
Yeah, it was through Eastern's thing. It was definitely through them. 
Because I went over and I technically had that in place, but I think 
they forced you to get Japanese insurance, they force you to. 
Well, at least for us, they gave us an option. They said would you like 
to? And I didn't know. I didn't know what to say, should I say yes or 
no ... 
So they should have more in place obviously for that. But that was your 
only problem when you were over there then? 
I mean, at least I felt, there was really nothing else that hit me as a 
problem, because transportation was easy, getting around was easy. 
Well, that has nothing to do with the study abroad program. 
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After you came home, do you feel like there should've been something in 
place? Not even just for you, but for the betterment of the program? 
Many other people already have said there should be a debriefing. 
Actually, I didn't put that into perspective, but yes. I do feel like 
after going abroad a lot of the students should be able to come back 
together and connect more, because then again, it helps. Sometimes you 
learn something different from that place that you're at, and if we come 
together, we can end up helping each other towards graduation. We can 
help each other with other connections in case we want to return to 
Japan, so I would promote that idea at most. 
Now do you feel that your relationship with the people over at Kansai 
Gaidai went well? 
Yes, I believe everything went very well. Is there anything more you 
would like me to add? 
Well, if you feel that it went well and that you don't have anything 
else to say, then there isn't much more to ask. Do you feel that if you 
were able to use Skype or what not before going to Japan to talk with 
those people over at Gaidai, do you feel that it would've changed your 
experience? 
Yes, I think it would've 
would be connected with. 
gave me at least more of a heads up on who I 
I wouldn't have to search for anybody or. 
You would know who. 
I would know who, exactly. 
connection. Plus you build 
before arriving there. 
It would be just more of an easier 
a nice foundation on your relationships 
Now did you stay in a dorm or a homestay? 
I stayed in a dorm, but I did experience a little bit of a homestay 
privately with friends. 
Urn, what made you choose a dorm instead of a homestay? 
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To be honest, it was really because I kinda wanted to be able to leave 
and go when I wanted from the dorm. I am not much of a party-er, but I 
did want to experience more of a free access of moving around life, free 
access of inviting people or just access to hang out, just stuff like 
that. 
While you were over there do you feel that you felt any anxiety or 
worry? And if so, what caused that anxiety or worry. 
I don't know. My personality is strange in my opinion. I didn't really 
exactly feel anxiety so to say or worries, more so. I didn't even 
really feel homesick. I was one of the people who actually really just 
mostly in general felt comfortable where I was and adapted well. 
You didn't feel anything whatsoever then? 
No, I feel I adapted very well to my environment. 
Alright, after study abroad do you feel that you Japanese has gotten 
better? If so, what facet of Japanese (reading, writing, listening, 
speaking) got the biggest boost? 
Well, I kind of always put myself down in terms of my Japanese progress 
so far, but in my opinion, Kansai Gaidai is a great school, but I do 
feel like because of the environment you're in, a lot of students will 
come to you with English, more often than Japanese. I feel that 
sometimes it hinders the process of actually being able to learn. 
So what do you feel got better though while you were over there? 
Well, I would say honestly just my knowledge of the vocab. 
So that would be your listening then? You would hear it and understand 
it or? 
Knowing, just more so knowing, more so being able to use a word when I 
create a sentence in Japanese. 
So that would be speaking. 
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Yes, speaking. 
So speaking would be the biggest thing that improved while you were over 
there then? 
Yes. 
Ok, what do you feel you did to improve those skills then? 
Interacting, talking to random people, whether they were strangers, 
whether it was an old person when I was lost, I actually always wanted 
to just interact with somebody. 
Alright, and then having come back to EMU, in what ways are you trying 
to maintain your Japanese? 
I guess, well, it is lucky for me that I was able to keep of course some 
friends from Kansai who are actually here now. And of course, I am 
rooming with one of them and the other I am pretty close to. 
Oh really? 
They are all really nice and try to help me. Once in a while we have 
Japanese conversations and it's really good, a good experience. 
And then is there anything else that you'd like to add in terms of a 
change in yourself that you've noticed throughout this interview that 
kind of came to mind? 
Change of myself? Urn ... 
Maybe like what some people have pointed out about you, like oh this or 
that is different from what you used to do, things like that. 
Um, I guess more so, uh, it's really hard to say. I definitely changed 
a lot, but urn, I feel like I am a little more quiet. 
Ok 
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I'm not as, maybe I used to be a little bit louder when I was talking. 
But I feel that I am a quieter person because you know being in Japan 
there was probably a lot of moments where I felt like a person needs to 
be a little conservative to themselves and a little more passive in a 
way as I used to be way more aggressive when it comes to like starting a 
conversation and things like that. 
I understand. 
So I am very outgoing in the long run. That hasn't really changed. 
So you've sort of, I don't want to say toned down, because that sounds 
kind of mean. 
More of an observer now. I am from the perspective of an observer. 
More from a speaker to a listener, to take a couple steps back and kind 
of observe the situation before you actually say anything or do anything 
about it. Alright, that makes sense. Alright, thank you very much. 
Thank you. 
"F1:10 
What year are you? 
Year 5. 
And how old are you? 
I am 24. 
And your major? 
International Affairs. 
What does that consist of? 
It's mostly political science, talk about sort of international 
relations. It's more of what it is based on. 
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So is there some sort of language requirement? 
Yeah, there is a language requirement so I've been doing Japanese and 
Chinese for that. 
Ok, and then your minor? 
I actually don't have a m1nor right now, but I am thinking of getting 
Japanese as a minor. 
Ok, and then what Japanese classes have you taken up until now? 
Here i've taken the first 2 years, four semesters worth, up until like 
212, I believe it 1s. 
Alright, and what made you want to study Japanese? 
Just growing up I enjoyed Asia in general and I had a lot of Japanese 
friends grow1ng up. So it just kind of clicked. 
Did you grow up in Michigan? 
Yeah, I grew up right in Ann Arbor, so I had like Japanese friends and I 
got interested in like Power Rangers, the Japanese version of them, 
things like that when I was little so, 
Ok, Alright. And then in the future what do you plan on doing with 
Japanese? 
I am thinking about doing international business, or maybe embassy work 
even if I can score a job like that. 
Alright, and then where in Japan did you go, how long did you go and who 
was the group of friends that you went with? 
I went to Kansai Gaidai, I was there for a year. 
didn't really go with anybody, just with the EMU 
friends there, both Japanese and foreign. 
In terms of friends, I 
program, but lots of 
How long were you there, you said a year. From when to when did you go? 
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It was from August of 2011 until June 2012. 
Alright, so quite recently. So before you went to Japan what kind of 
things were you expecting? 
The biggest thing was to just improve my Japanese, that was my main goal 
for going. And then just networking, making lots of friends while I was 
over there. 
Alright, that was what you expected for yourself. What did you expect 
of Japan itself? 
I think I was expecting to just do a lot of traveling and see all the 
historical sites. 
Was that your first time in Japan? 
It was actually my second. I went there right after high school I went 
to Tokyo for about two weeks just to tour around, so. 
Ok, and then going to Japan, the things that you anticipated and what 
really happened, did they coincide or were they different? 
I think they coincided pretty well. I did get a lot of instances to 
travel around, to go to places like Hiroshima and a lot of Kyushu, so 
Nagasaki, Kumamoto, etc. Even Okinawa for a little, so that was a lot 
of fun. 
Alright, and then having gone to Japan, was there any change in your 
thoughts about friendships? 
I don't think so. I had pretty much the same mindset about friendships 
going there, so yeah, I don't think I had a whole lot of change. 
Alright, and then coming back to America (this is probably the biggest 
question of the whole interview) do you feel that you yourself changed 
and if so in what ways giving the most detail that you can? 
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How I've changed. I am a lot better at keeping contact with my friends. 
Before I think I was a little lazy about things like Facebook or email, 
if they were gone somewhere else or I didn't see them everyday, I kinda 
just lost contact with them. It was not that I didn't want to, it 
just ... 
Sort of happened? 
It just happened, but I felt like I got a lot more motivated to keep 
contact with friends once I got home, so I really felt like the 
relationships I made over there were a lot more important to me, I 
guess? 
So then you achieved your goal of not just improving your Japanese, but 
networking and things like that as well? 
Yeah, I think so. 
So you feel like that was the biggest thing that changed? 
Yeah, I think also just my comfort level with trying to speak Japanese 
with people. Before going to Japan I was really conscientious about 
speaking Japanese. I would kind of just try to avoid speaking it unless 
I was in the classroom, because I was just really nervous about screwing 
it up or whatever, but once I was in Japan, I kind of just spit it out 
even if I got it wrong, but it helped me learn it a lot faster. 
Alright, perfect. And now switching over to the EMU study abroad program 
itself, before you studied abroad do you feel like there should been 
things in place for you? 
I don't think so. 
You didn't experience any, I don't know, like any, hm, I kind of felt 
lost before I went and didn't have enough information about Tokyo 
Gakugei. I just feel that it was really unorganized and there should've 
been a better orientation, because they threw everyone that supposed to 
be going abroad, not just Japan, told us about culture shock, ok good 
job, good luck, bye. 
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That is true, they did do that. 
I just feel like they should've been a little more organized. 
I think with me they had us meet with people that were at Kansai Gaidai, 
so they were able to give us a little heads up about the basic, I guess, 
dos and don'ts of the area, you know, places they recommended to go, so 
I think maybe with Kansai Gaidai I had a little bit more help. I felt 
pretty ok when I went there. 
Ok, and then while you were there, was there anything you found that 
they should've done for you? 
No, I mean everything was pretty well established. They had all the 
forms that I needed to go like register my bicycle and stuff. 
But that was through Gaidai. I am saying through Eastern. 
I guess once I was there it was all through Gaidai. 
You didn't worry about EMU, ok. 
there should've been something, 
find out what you guys actually 
And then coming back do you feel like 
like kind of a debriefing to kind of 
did at Gaidai, what should've been 
there, obviously right when you come back your memory is going to be 
fresh, you;re going to know exactly what you felt was poor and what was 
good. If there was someway to report those things they can then tell 
Gaidai so they can maybe fix it. 
It's true, they really didn't have us do anything; they had us write the 
paper for the Japanese thing, but that was about it. 
I never had to write any sort of paper. 
Really? The only thing I really got was an email asking us to maybe 
participate in the study abroad fair, but that was maybe a few months 
later or what not. 
And that's nothing, that's nothing in the end. I feel like it was kind 
of just thrown together. 
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I was interested that I didn't anything about international students 
coming here or anything, having us like come meet them, having 
international students meet others like them who are here at EMU, stuff 
like that, help them adjust. I don't know; maybe I missed the email or 
something. 
I don't think there was anything really set in place. 
Before study abroad do you feel that if you had the chance to maybe 
Skype with the people at Gaidai do you feel that it would've made your 
experience better? 
I personally don't think I would've really needed it, I would've been 
ok. I am used to being abroad, I lived in Hong Kong for two years 
beforehand, so I was kind of used to the idea of being in a country 
where I have no idea of what was going on. 
Alright, perfect. While you studying abroad did you feel anxious or 
worried at all? 
No, actually I was just really excited the whole time. Just cuz, I 
knew, I guess cuz I had the feeling that the program was pretty well 
established. It wasn't some new thing or whatever. I was just excited 
to go check it out and explore. 
But I am guessing the first time you studied abroad you felt something? 
Yes, because the first time I went abroad I went as a missionary, so I 
had to learn Cantonese beforehand and then go out and start talking to 
people on the street and that was a little more nerve wracking for me, 
so going to study abroad just for fun was just a blast. 
Alright and then coming back to America do you feel that your Japanese 
language ability has improved? 
I do, yeah. 
In what aspects (reading, writing, speaking, listening)? 
I think my speaking improved the most out of the categories. Urn, I was 
getting better with listening especially with my first semester with my 
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host family; they helped me a lot with that, but I think just helping me 
get over the fear and spit it out was the biggest change for me. 
What made you decide to stay with a host family? 
I think again just the language thing. I wanted to make sure I was 
immersing myself in the language, because I knew I would get trapped 1n 
the situation of if I stayed in the dorms I would just start speaking 
English with everybody and just start avoiding practicing my Japanese, 
so I wanted to make sure that I didn't do that and end up wasting my 
time there. 
Ok, alright. And then having come back to EMU, in what ways are you 
maintaining your Japanese? 
I still Skype with my friends, try to hang out and keep in contact with 
my Japanese friends from Kansai Gaidai that are here now and things like 
that, so ... At least that's what I've had time for. Just work and 
school, so. 
Alright, and that's it. Thank you very much. 
No problem, thank you. 
What year are you? 
I am a senior, but not like the sen1or ... 
How many years have you been at EMU? 
EMU or just college in general? 
EMU. 
Since winter 2010 
So you're a transfer student from? 
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ace. 
And how old are you? 
I am going to be 24 next week. 
I thought you were go1ng to be 22. 
Oh, thanks. 
You're very welcome. 
And what lS your major? 
Japanese Language and Culture and English Language double major. 
Two majors, so no minor then, I am guessing? 
Right. 
And what kind of Japanese classes have you taken up until now? I guess 
we can include OCC as well if you'd like. 
Basically like, just the basic Japanese courses. Beginner, Intermediate, 
International Trade, and then I have Business 1 this semester and next 
semester I will take Business 2. I took Japanese Literature and 
Japanese Culture. 
So you've taken a lot of Japanese classes. 
Yeah. 
And then what was your spark of inspiration that motivated you to study 
Japanese? 
Urn, like there 1s a lot of things. I could take the more traditional 
route and say that I was a big fan of anime when I was like 9 to 14. 
But I think it started when I was even way younger than that. My mom 
would for Thanksgiving or Christmas always invite students over that 
couldn't go back to their home countries, so Jnost of the time we would 
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get Japanese or Korean students. And sometimes Chinese, but usually 
they were from Asia. So growing up I had a lot of, well I am from 
Brighton, so there is not a lot of diversity there. It's like 99.9% 
white. 
But that's different that your mom would invite students over like that. 
Right, but actually her parents did that as well when she was growing 
up, so she kind of just carried on the tradition and I think it was 
really good because me and all three of my siblings are more rounded 
because of that, I feel. And it kind of led to a gateway for me to 
kinda get into it. And then in high school I made friends with the 
Japanese exchange students and in middle school I had Japanese pen pals 
and stuff. 
Perfect. Now in the future what do you plan on doing with Japanese? 
Well, first I have a lot of student loans, so I am planning to do the 
JET program or something like it. I am applying for the JET program 
right now. 
Me too. 
' Yeah, rivals. But I'd be happy with like Peppy Kids Club or something 
like that. Just something to get me over there. 
To escape your student loans or to pay them back? 
Pay back my loans and for tax evasion, legal tax evasion. 
I don't blame you. 
Yeah, that takes a lot of money away. 
And then after JET do you plan on still using Japanese? 
Yes, ideally I would like to have a job where I could use it and I don't 
really know what kind of job I could get into. I've always sort of 
worked with kids, like my mom ran a daycare at my house when I was 
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little growing up and I've been babysitting since I was like 13 or so. 
And so 
You're kind of used to that. 
Yeah, I am kinda used to always being around kids. And so, like JET is 
kind of an addition to helping me pay back my student loans it's kind of 
like for me to see if I like the teaching aspect of being around 
children. And if I do, which I am assuming that I will, after I finish 
JET (2 or 3 years) I' 11 come back and get my master's in teaching and 
then teach. 
So that being said you didn't teach while you were studying abroad then? 
I had like an internship thru JCMU, but it was only Saturday mornings 
and it was like an alternative English school, but I would kinda like to 
experience the full on school. 
So like adults? 
It was like little kids. The first one was like 3 to 7 years old. And 
the second was like 8 to 11. Just like a bunch of younger primary 
school age kids. 
Now where did you go in Japan (you already mentioned JCMU), how long did 
you go and what was the time span? 
Ok, I've been 3 times. The first time I went, like I mentioned I made 
friends with exchange students from high school, so after I graduated 
high school I went to college for a year and at that point I had studied 
Japanese for like 2 years, so I was passed 200 level, which I later 
forgot all of that, but that happens. So after I finished my 4'h 
semester of Japanese I went to visit my friends and their families there 
and one friend lived just north of Tokyo, and I stayed with her for like 
3 or 4 weeks and the other friend lived in Uji, in Kyoto and I stayed 
with her for like 3 or 4 weeks 
That was all one trip?? 
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That was all one trip. I think I was gone for like 7 weeks altogether. 
And I spent like 3 days in Nagoya by myself. 
How did you get all the money to do that? 
I saved. This was like obviously before I started drinking, I was only 
18 years old. 
I love how you mention that. 
Like clearly like that's the only roadblock that keeps me from saving 
money now and the exchange rate was a lot better then. It was pretty 
much even, like .96 or .94. Really even and that was probably the only 
time I came back from a trip with a ton of money left over. So I went 
then and then I went to do study abroad in Hikone at JCMU. 
Through Eastern? 
Through Eastern, in fall 2010 winter 2011. So we got sent home after 
the earthquake and obviously I went like all over the place. I went to 
Iwate prefecture like over Xmas break and that was like really powerful 
when the earthquake happened. And so I went to like Morioka and I even 
took a Shinkansen over to Akita for like a day and a half and obviously 
I went to Osaka and Kyoto a lot. And then I went this summer again for 
2 %weeks and stayed with my friend in Esaka, in Osaka and so mostly I 
just stayed in and around Osaka, but one of my friends got a job in 
Toyama, so I went up there for a few days and then another one of my 
friends, his hometown is in Hiroshima prefecture so I went down there 
for 1 ike 2 days. 
So you've been to Japan a lot ... and seen a lot of things. I haven't 
seen much at all. 
So before going to Japan what kind of things did you expect? But seeing 
that you've been to Japan so many times I guess this most recent time? 
The first time I went because I traveled by myself and both of my 
friends were college students by that time one went to Kansai Gaidai and 
the other to Waseda and they were busy all the time, even with part time 
jobs. So I hung out with them but also I ended hanging out with their 
moms a lot. The rest of the time I ended up wandering around by myself 
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a lot. It got really kind of lonely and when I went that time it was 
right at the end of golden week and I stayed til the end of June. 
Because it was so hot and the rainy season. 
The middle of Tsuyu. 
It was so muggy and alone all the time, so by the time I left I said, 
"Ok, I did Japan and I never want to come back here." And then like 
later I was gradually getting to the point of transferring to Eastern 
and thought about what I should study. I was all over the place, 
studying theater and things, so I decided to try and go back to 
Japanese. And obviously through Eastern it's basically required for you 
to study abroad. I' ll sign up for two semesters but I might stay for 
one. And so I went there and it was almost immediately I was having the 
time of my life and I ended up loving it and it had a really strong 
social network that I hadn't had the first time. 
Yes, you said that you felt alone. So you weren't really expecting 
that, it sort of just happened? 
Yeah, I wasn't expecting that. 
You were just expecting to go for a semester. You said sign up for two. 
So having gone to Japan (you basically answered it for yourself) the 
things you expected and the things that actually happened were obviously 
different. You expected to go only for a little bit, but it ended up 
being better than you thought. . So do you feel that there was any change 
on your thoughts of American and Japanese friendships? 
Not really, because the friends that I made in high school I am still 
friends with to this day and we like throughout my life most of my 
friends have been guys and I have kind of been used to that kind of 
friendship, but these were both girls and that was ... 
They were kind of like your first real girlfriends? 
Yeah, we did like girly stuff all the time. 
And you felt that that was kind of different. So you want to keep them, 
they are really important to you? 
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Yeah, so in that respect, it's kind of different, but between going to 
study abroad or even going there I didn't, it didn't change my idea of 
Japanese friendships. 
And having come back to America, do you feel that you yourself changed? 
And if so, how? 
Yeah, well I think that it was really hard coming back because we came 
back so suddenly. Pretty much everyone that came back with me got like 
really bad culture shock. Like I remember my mom was driving me through 
Ann Arbor and I was thinking everyone is in a hoodie with jeans, I 
can't. Everyone is so fat, I can't handle this. It was just because I 
got into the zone of like in Osaka where everyone is stylish and dressed 
and of course you would get that in NY or Chicago but not·in Ann Arbor 
where everyone was just whatever. I don't want to say that I got more 
judgmental of myself or other people, but I got more self aware of my 
image. 
Just keeping yourself up when you're out in public. I understand, I 
know what you mean. And that you feel was the biggest thing? Coming 
home so abruptly and being given this huge culture shock? You didn't 
just get back so you've had some time to kind of sort of adjust back to 
American culture. 
Almost two years. 
Looking back on yourself do you feel that that was the biggest thing? 
Yeah, in addition, when I left Japan I was dating this guy for a month 
when I left and we decided to do long-distance for about 4 months after 
that. And that kind of like changed my, it kind of helped me, it didn't 
really change how I saw relationships, but it helped me grow a little 
bit and put more effort into it. Because before I would just sort of 
follow and be told, "you do this and that" We would like send each 
other gifts and stuff and letters. 
Perfect, and so through Eastern's study abroad program do you feel that 
there should've been things in place before you left for JCMU? 
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I mean they had orientation. 
Do you feel like it was sufficient? Like you were ready? I know you had 
already been to Japan ... 
I can't really say because of that. I can say though that if I had an 
orientation before I went the first time then I think I would've been 
more prepared. 
So putting yourself 1n someone else's shoes, you feel that you would've 
been more prepared if a better orientation had been there? 
Yeah, yeah. 
In what way? 
I mean they answered all of my questions and there weren't really people 
who got homesick while we were at JCMU, but I feel like some people had 
a harder time adapting to not so much the food, but grocery shopping. 
Because when you have this idea of like eat hamburgers all the time, 
you're going to spend so much money because of the price of it over 
there. But when I went everyone would get together and cook a bunch of 
food, nabe parties and stuff like that. So I think the biggest thing 
was, sure they said that things over there were more expensive, but they 
didn't spell it out. 
So prices of things and what not. Alright, so during your stay in Japan 
do you feel like there should've been things that EMU could've done for 
you? Most didn't say much about it. 
Yeah, I had a problem the 2"d semester with my refund, because they gave 
me my refund first and then they charged me for classes. They sent me 
an e-bill, but I hadn't gotten one before, so I deleted it thinking it 
was spam. So I didn't pay any attention and so by the time I got back 
and realized that I owed like over $150 or so in interest. And then I 
owed like $3000 of the refund that I spent, that they gave me. 
I think that might be less through the study abroad program and more 
through Eastern itself. The study abroad program should've kept better 
contact with you though. Did you send an email to study abroad telling 
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them to tell Eastern that you were in Japan and couldn't do anything 
about it? 
I didn't even find out til I got back. I had gotten like a driving 
ticket for like failing to yield and I went to go pay it and I looked at 
the balance and thought it was a little funny and there was a notice on 
my card. I found out I owed around $4000; guess I won't be taking 
classes this semester. 
Oh, gosh. After studying abroad do you feel that there were things that 
Eastern could've done for you? Like some sort of debriefing or a 
feedback meeting. 
For us it was really different because of that. There was one lady who 
was the study abroad person at the time and I thought she did a 
phenomenal job. She didn't even help us get there; she came in while we 
were there and so like most of us had never met her, but she put her all 
into it. She was amazing. 
And now she is gone. 
And now she went to State. But whatever. In that respect, I think 
maybe they should've done more of a follow up or encourage people more. 
I think maybe they did have a follow up to the post-earthquake thing. 
Well, for non-earthquake students, I really didn't hear anything from 
them. Oh, you should volunteer at the study abroad fair. That's it? 
The study abroad fair does nothing. Sure, people go to it and get some 
information, but you don't get everyone. I feel like there are some 
kinks that need to be worked out. I am guessing that your relationships 
with the people over at JCMU went pretty well? 
Yeah. I had some not so favorable roommates. The first one we didn't 
get along. 
I meant the people in charge at JCMU. 
Oh, the people in charge? I loved them. 
Perfect, while you were over there did you feel anxious or worried? 
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No, not really. I mean, even this one time I lost my wallet at a corner 
club in Osaka, and I kept telling myself that someone will turn into the 
police station. 
And they did? 
And someone did. They really cared. 
You didn't do homestay while you were there? 
I did a weekend homestay while I was there and it was a really good 
experience. I only did the weekend homestay because I had already spent 
a lot of time over there, so I just wanted a refresher. I still talk to 
my hostmom on facebook; she just had a new baby, so cute. 
Having come back from study abroad do you feel that your Japanese 
language ability improved? 
Yeah, I had a really tough time with 3rd year at JCMU because it was 
such a big jump from 2"d year and I just barely got in to it. And so I 
was studying everyday and because I wasn't going anywhere, I have low 
blood pressure and I didn't have time to go exercise and get the right 
foods so I was tired all the time, slept in 20 minutes through a test 
and I am the type of person to wake up an hour before a test. My 
teacher called my room to wake me up to get me to the test. It was 
because my blood pressure was so low. I got kind of gloomy and 
depressed I was still learning though. 
That applies to your anxiousness and worry, doesn't it? 
Oh yeah, that does. But because I was still in that state it was hard 
to put it to use. To keep it in order. It was all up there I didn't 
really use it. But because I started dating that guy a few months 
before I left, when I was there he would make me do my homework and help 
me. And even when I went home because it was long distance, we would be 
skyping. He didn't have a job, was just going to school and I was just 
working part time during the summer to pay off that money. So we would 
talk for like 3 hours every single day on Skype. And I would write big 
long letters to all my Japanese friends and in that respect I learned so 
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much. But everything that I learned 2"d semester that I was only kind 
of able to use I really got good at. 
What do you feel improved the most then? 
My conversational skills, really. 
Listening, speaking then. Reading and writing improved too then? 
Conversational writing. 
So you're thinking in conversation mode and writing it out, I got you. 
And then coming back to EMU what ways are you keeping your Japanese? 
Doing the same things that you said or? 
Kind of, I, every semester I have at least one advanced course in 
Japanese and then I watch dramas a lot. I go on Skype. 
Are you still with that guy? 
No, I am not. But we are still friends. I mean, it's not, I am not 
using my Japanese conversational skills like I was that summer, but I 
feel like I am still pretty good. 
Ok, alright, perfect. That would be it. 
~1::.12 
What year are you? 
I am a senior by credits and a fifth year. 
How old are you? 
23. 
And what IS your major? 
Japanese and International Trade. 
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And do you have a minor with that? 
Yes, Management. 
And what Japanese classes have you taken? 
I have taken all the basic Japanese language classes, Japanese writing, 
literature, Japanese Business 1 and 2 International trade as well as 
some history courses, Buddhism in Japan as well as a business course 
focused around Japanese culture but it was in English. 
And then what made you decide to study Japanese? 
I took a gateway language course in elementary school that introduced 
German, Spanish, French and Japanese, and at the time I was heavily 
influenced by my brother's girlfriend who was really into anime and art 
styles of Japan and I found.Japanese to be the most different out of all 
of those languages. Very interesting, the writing was completely 
different and having English as my native tongue; it's French, German or 
Spanish. Very Germanic, so it just appealed to me in that way. 
And then in the future with Japanese what do you plan on doing? 
Hopefully obtaining a job in anything related to ... I am interested 1n 
automotive parts because my family has been very closely tied to the 
automotive industry from my grandparents on my mom's side and uncles on 
that side of the family, they have all worked for Ford. Despite them 
having some sort of animosity towards the idea of having Japanese cars 
part of the US economy that is the way the world is going and I am 
willing to run with it because Toyota is currently the biggest 
automotive sales giant 1n the world. 
Ok, where in Japan did you study for how long did you go? 
For 7 months I studied at the Japan Center for Michigan Universities. 
And who did you particularly go with? A group of friends. 
No, I had several groups of friends who I would spend time with there. 
Each semester there would be different groups and people that were 
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remaining from the first semester rolling over to the second; maybe I 
wasn' t as close to them first semester but the second we got closer and 
spent more time together or what not. 
Alright, perfect. And then having gone to Japan the things that you 
expected, hoped for and what actually happened was there a big 
difference between the two or were they about the same? 
You know I had been dreaming about going to Japan since elementary 
school and you know, I really don't think I set any expectations. 
You didn't set any? 
No, I was just so excited for the exper1ence and anything that could 
come my way. I don't think I had anything that was ... 
That you were expecting? 
or say, "oh wow, this is 
But was there anything 
really different." 
that made you step back 
There's no way to say, "I miss you." There is lii;v'k..v', I want to see 
you, but it's not the same to me. I found out there is really almost no 
way to say that, so I found that really interesting. 
That's interesting that you bring that up without any hesitation. 
Moving on, comparing relationships bet1veen friends in Japan and America, 
do you feel that having gone to Japan your opinions or the way you feel 
about friendships has changed? 
Yes, definitely. 
In what way? 
Urn, I feel like before I went to Japan, I don't feel like I really 
appreciated my relationships and friendships as well as I should have. 
Going there I realized how well people treat one another, maybe just out 
of a habitual sense more than an actual desire to go out of one's way to 
mke that relationship strong, but relationships mean so much in Japanese 
society, like building strong relationships that eventually become ties 
to getting a job, or just having a good circle of friends a support 
group and I feel like I have always bounced around. 
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Like you said with JCMU. 
Exactly, I feel like I always have bounced around with friends and never 
really dedicated myself to that one group, everyone seemed to have a set 
group. 
I wouldn't say that it's bad. I would consider myself the same way, so 
don't put yourself in a confined category, I think it is a lot of 
people. 
Exactly, I have been doing that since I was young and then once going to 
Japan relationships there are just so well taken care of. j(gQ!~~Q 
You're really sort of locked it, once you have that friend. 
And then in that sense in Japan you don't stray from that group ever. 
That is your group of friends. And maybe that' s why they do that, take 
care of the group. Because if they do stray they get alienated and they 
don't have anybody, so that's kind of interesting. 
Alright, and having come back to America do you feel that you yourself 
changed? 
Yes, there were several ones. There was a moment when I was in my 
language class and my teachers just casually talking to us and we are 
going over the workbook and exchanging answers and I am just sitting 
there absorbing it and able to completely understand what she was saying 
and I was like oh my god, I get it. I finally have it. I am not 
struggling. It's like second nature now. It was absolutely the best 
feeling ever and it just hit me, after years of doubting myself. 
Understand what she was saying 100%, it blew me out of the water. 
And you feel that that was the biggest change then for you? 
Urn, that was the first one that came to my mind. Personality changes, 
or about who I am? 
Just in general, anything. Obviously if that is the first thing you 
bring up that is going to be the most, the thing that made the biggest 
impression to you personally, but do you see anything else that changed? 
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Yeah, like I said with relationships, taking care of not just people but 
of everything, just having respect for the things around me. 
Like inanimate objects, you're saying? 
Like inanimate objects, the things around me, yeah the Buddhism class 
made my think about that a lot. 
Now you took that in Japan? 
Yeah, it was at the local university. 
Shiga University? 
Not Shiga, it was Kendai and it was a 45 minute bike ride away from 
class, but it was a beautiful ride and seeing the mountains and lakes 
alongside was excellent and the class kind of put myself in perspective 
with the world. 
It's very, very good to have that. 
Yeah, having a connection with the things around you; it's not all about 
you and you have to do your part to take care of what' s around you. 
Like looking at this couch I am thinking, "wow, look at this couch; 
it's really dirty. Who would let it get that trashed?" 
You wouldn't have thought about that if you hadn't. 
No, I wouldn't. And so before it was like, "well, it happens," and 
now it is like, "Well, somebody wasn't taking into consideration the 
cost of our tuition to buy things like that and now it is really scu~ny, 
so it's unfortunate that people have to suffer a loss or suffer a 
consequence of somebody else' s actions that they were just careless 
about. 
Perfect timing, within EMU's study abroad program, do you feel that 
there should've been things in place before you went over to study 
abroad? Do you feel that they could've done more for you, informed you 
more, something like that? 
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JCMU' s orientation program has been fined tuned many times. 
But it's not through Eastern, right? 
It's through State, MSU, yeah. That really prepared me the most, and 
because they know that that program has a really good orientation, they 
don't focus on it as much here, yeah. It's a little big like putting 
the work load on someone else, but it was ... if they tried to do it 
themselves, it would've been redundant. 
Pointless, right? Just a waste of time. 
Yeah, I worked a lot, I had to take time off of work specifically to go 
to these orientations, so I appreciate that they didn't waste my time 
with more stuff. I do have one issue with the study abroad office is 
the turnover of the employees in that office that are supposed to take 
care of issues in the study abroad office; it's very hard for them to be 
familiar with the program and what goes on, but they can't hold on to 
the employees. Whatever it may be, compensation, pay, assistance, 
workload, whatever it is, they don't seem to like their job and they 
quit. During my time there have been 4 or 5 people who have been at 
that job. 
When did you go over again? That was one question that I forgot to ask, 
the time line. 
It was September 2010 to March 2011. 
Well, that sucks. I've interviewed a couple people who have already 
told me that and that cut you right off. 
While you were over there do you feel that there was anything that EMU 
or JCMU could've done for you? Communication or what not? 
They run a tight ship. Communication in terms of billing, though. I 
went again in May for a short program from at JCMU because they issued a 
1000 dollar credit for people who suffered a loss and had to go home. 
Oh, wow. I didn' t know that. 
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Yeah, they gave a $1000 credit to return and do another program, because 
that didn't really help because I didn't get to finish my Japanese 
language acquisition. I was very upset and my teacher ended up passing 
away, so it was very unfortunate, because she was probably the best 
Japanese teacher that I have ever had. So that was unfortunate, but I 
got to do back with the $1000 2 weeks in Japan for a Japanese business 
course which was run by business professors here at the College of 
Business here at Eastern. And they had no idea what they were doing; I 
shouldn' t complain because they did pay for my ticket, because they had 
a good idea that I knew what Japan would look like. 
Yeah, but you didn't get anything out of it, right? 
Not particularly. In terms of business communication in a cross 
cultural sense, yes. In terms of Japanese, not really. But going back 
to the crediting issue, the program was only supposed to cost $2000? I 
was supposed to get the $1000 credit, plus a scholarship of $200 and a 
$100 refund from my application, so it should've only been $700. I get 
a bill from Eastern saying that had no idea. I saw the invoice from 
JCMU saying they sent it to Eastern, saying exactly $700. So I went to 
the study abroad office and asked what the problem was. They said that 
they would look into it and I got an email a few weeks later saying it 
looks like someone thought that that didn't look correct and just went 
ahead and put a different charge on there. So I was blown away that 
they would just assume something like that and thought to myself, "wow, 
you wouldn't think to look into the matter 'why was she charged that 
little amount' " Well, that ended up screwing my account up hard 
because my financial aid was decreased because they saw that I had a 
$1000 credit in my account which decreased my aid for this semester 
which is why I am in financial straits right now. Sorry for the 
ranting. 
No, not at all. And then so this obviously ties into it, before, middle 
and after, after the program, both financially and just in general, I 
have had a lot of people say that the study abroad office just goes, 
"You're back? Go to class." You have no way to give back. 
Even time to adjust? 
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Not even time to adjust, they don't have anything set up, they should 
make it mandatory people are saying that you explain what happened while 
you were over, what was good, what was bad, what should be fixed, 
improved, things like that. 
I heard that if you did study abroad in the Japanese program you had to 
turn a Japanese paper about your experience there, people said you had 
to do it and turn it into Kubota-sensei. I have never seen anything 
like that followed through, but I am guessing that was to see how far 
you came with the language. 
But that is just with the Japanese program, we are talking about the 
study abroad program in general. In general I think the prior lady who 
was working and took care of JCMU. She had a seminar especially for the 
people that came back from the earthquake. She had like a relief kind 
of thing, saying how she understands and that we feel upset and you can 
come and talk about it whenever you want. Comfort sessions and tissues 
and the Snow Health center had a speaker come in and talk about re-
acclimating yourself to an American lifestyle and it lessened the 
effects of reverse culture shock which I had really bad. I had il 
really bad. I kind of lost touch with a lot of my friends afterward. 
It just was really hard to get back. I was just in a bad mood, a really 
foul mood, and I don't think people wanted to be around me and I don't 
blame them, but 
I can sympathize with that. 
And unfortunately I didn't take the offer up for that Snow free 
counseling. I should've, I didn't, and now I kind of regret it, because 
I sort of feel like it is too late. I feel like it's sort of water 
under the bridge; most of those feelings have already died, some I am 
still harboring. 
Do you feel that your relationship with the people over at JCMU went 
well? 
Yeah, I came under two different administrations with the two programs I 
went over, the 7 month one and the 2 week one. The 7 month one the head 
administrator was a really nice guy, but he didn't know what he was 
doing. And he got fired for it. The new guy they got, he is absolutely 
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100% efficient in Japanese, he has been a lawyer in the Detroit area for 
a long time, he does all the Japanese litigation he works for all these 
Japanese companies and clients, very very educated. Too educated in 
some sense. He likes to condescend and for kids who really want to 
learn Japanese. 
He kind of belittles them? 
Yeah, and Japanese culture kind of attracts a certain type of person, I 
would say. And a lot of those people have trouble socially adjusting to 
people just in an everyday sense and so I feel like to belittle people 
like that who were really sensitive was cruel. A little bit 
discouraging. 
Do you feel that before you studied abroad if you had some sot of way to 
talk with the administrators over there with Skype or something like 
that that you experience would've changed? 
To meet the teachers before I got there? No, they are much better met in 
person. The actual teachers there are so good at what they do, they are 
very skilled and amazing teachers. They are a good support system, they 
really have your back; they want you to succeed. And I wish I could see 
the same kind of thing in other teachers. They are not by any means 
easy professors, but they are very supportive in helping you. 
Now do you feel that when you were studying abroad you felt worried or 
anxious? 
Before or? 
While you were there. 
When I was in Japan, worries and anxiety was mainly attributed to the 
workload and worries, not so much. I never really had culture shock, 
even though a lot of people say that they get it pretty bad and they 
feel homesick, but I never really got it. Not until the earthquake 
happened and the week we had after the earthquake, like everyone was 
still going to class but we were fried because of the Fukushima plant, 
no one knowing what was going to happen and it was really high stress in 
that situation and a really high stress level from the workload from 
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class, so that was probably the biggest stress point of my time there 
and if they hadn't sent us home, I would have probably wanted to go 
home. I didn't even get a chance to want to go home, but it was 
probably coming up at that point. 
Understandable, and after studying abroad do you feel that your Japanese 
ability improved and if so, what of those skills, reading writing 
speaking or listening? 
Everything improved tenfold. Going to Japan I could barely speak one 
sentence competently, leaving Japan I could barely think of something to 
say in English, so my biggest and still remaining skill, even though 
it's been so long and I haven't been studying as much as I used to, is 
listening. It's probably my biggest ability currently. Right after I 
came back I would say my best ability was speaking and being able to 
formulate my own sentences and if I didn't know the word, I could figure 
out a way to figure out what I wanted to say in other words and then if 
I was missing a particular word, the listener could fill it in. And so 
it was effortless. And I bet those skills aren't even there anymore; 
it's been so long. 
Well, I mean, if you don't use it you lose it, you lose it kind of 
thing. 
Exactly, which 1s why I am dying to go back. 
How did you improve those skill while you were over there? 
While I was over there I got out of the dorms as much as I should 
because JCMU was kind of its own mini America. 
Very secluded. 
Yes, very secular. I had class in the morn1ng from like 9 to noon and 
then I would hang out with my friends or I would go to the local 
university's cafeteria, so cheap and delicious and find my friends. I 
joined an ultimate Frisbee team while I was there, so I got to learn 
~~fp with them and we all went out and traveled together and played 
together. I made tons of 
lost, I knew what to say. 
friends w 
I used to 
the community. Whenever I got 
actually purposely go out with my 
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friends on our bikes and get lost and force 
back home and that improved our Japanese. 
Because you took a very, took it seriously. 
A lot of people went over there and said oh 
didn' t improve. 
I thought that was such a shame. 
ourselves to ask how we get 
You found some motivation. 
I didn't do anything, I 
And then you've already sort of answered this question yourself: having 
come back to EMU how do you feel you are maintaining your Japanese? 
My job and my classes of course. Anything beyond that, not as much as I 
should be. I do try to go to JSA now that my job doesn't interfere with 
it. I have no excuse and I should go; I do. But I don' t speak Japanese 
there and I want to, but I feel that my speaking skills have weakened so 
much. 
You're just nervous? 
Yeah, I am very reserved with it now. My job is the same way, because 
if I don't know how to say something correctly, I am not going to waste 
time fumbling over words. 
It's a different environment than JSA. You don't want to waste time. 
In JSA I should, by all means, relaxing without the pressure of a job on 
my head, but at work it's like if I don't know how to say it, most of 
the Japanese I use there is all listening. I listen, they ask me 
questions and I answer back in English. That's usually what I do. It's 
unfortunate. 
Well, hey, you still have that skill set there and you get JET or 
something else like that and you're back over in Japan 
I guess, in addition to listening that I have maintained a lot would be 
Japanese mannerisms and like cultural dos and don'ts. That helps a 
considerable amount at my job, just knowing status of bosses in the 
office. How to speak to people if I do speak, whether it be ll~~' 
~~ or use ~~~fr, when should I use those and most of the time they 
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are not that formal, but I do notice it in the office a lot that my 
bosses will speak short form with me, among themselves, but when they 
talk to their boss it is very polite and he is short form, completely. 
So it is very interesting how they do that. So cultural mannerisms too, 
just being able to enter in a room, :f<:tL L ;t T, kind of thing, those 
things definitely help. 
What year are you? Or what year did you graduate? 
I graduated in September of 2012. 
And how old are you? 
I am 24. 
And what was your major? 
I double majored in Japanese language and culture/K-12 education, and 
English language arts, secondary education. 
Ok, leaving you with no minor then? 
No, I did not have a minor. Well, I had minors, but they didn't do 
anything to my field, so ... 
Ok, and what Japanese classes did you take? 
Uhm, I took pretty much all of them. I took all the Japanese language 
classes, the business ones, the composition one except I skipped a few 
when I went to Gaidai. I even took a literature class with Tanno 
Sensei. 
I remember. I took that one with you. 
Oh, yeah that's right. You did take that with me. 
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I think that was our only class together. 
I think so too. 
And then what made you want to study Japanese? 
A multitude of things. I grew up not knowing how to speak English 
because I had ear infections and I am half deaf, so I had a language 
problem growing up, so when I went into college I wanted to major in a 
language to prove to myself that I could continue learning languages on 
my own. And also, my grandfather, not my real grandfather but my 
grandfather in my family is Japanese. He was born in Japan and came 
here and was in the internment camps here in WWII, so I wanted to talk 
with him in Japanese even though he doesn't know that much Japanese ... or 
didn't. He is dead now, but I still wanted to do it with him. I chose 
that over French. 
And level of school then? College? 
Yeah, I started in college. I never took anything; I mean, I only took 
Spanish in high school for 2 years and then I stopped. 
And then in the future what do you plan on doing with Japanese? 
Well, maybe sometime in the future I will get a Japanese language job In 
conjunction with my English language job, but right now I am starting 
the Japanese club at the middle school that I teach at? 
Where in Japan did you study, from when to when and who In particular 
did you go with? 
I went to Kansai Gaidai, in Osaka in the winter of 2010, basically I was 
there from the oil spill to Lindsey Lohan going to jail. I went with 
EMU students but I didn't know any of them, so I didn't hang out with 
many of them. But, I did meet with EMU students while I was there like 
Johanna and Kim. Just stuff like that. 
Ok, and before going to Japan what kind of things did you expect, 
anticipate, hope for? 
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Well, I expected to become more of a master of Japanese language and 
culture. The culture part I got, the language part not as much as I 
wanted it to be. 
I think that is everyone so don't worry. 
I expected people to be less stereotypical. I didn't expect it to be as 
racist as it was, or homophobic. I expected it to be crazy, but not that 
crazy. Like lights everywhere, the culture seeing stuff in vending 
machines that can't be in vending machines, so like the lolita girls and 
stuff like that. It was cool, but kind of weird. 
Alright, and then so going to Japan, the things·that you hoped for, 
expected and the things that actually happened were different then? 
Yes. 
Could you go into more detail perhaps? 
Yes, well, I identify as a homosexual, so I expected Japan to be a 
little more liberal in that aspect, from all the craziness that I see 1n 
anime and manga and stuff like that because everything is so 
hyperbolized in their literature. 
And it is a pretty liberal country 1n itself. 
Well it's liberal in air quotes , but it was just a lot of racism and 
nationalism. I remember when we were there, they had these black cars 
that would go around on the speakers saying, "Get all the foreigners 
out of the country. " I remember that. I talked to a friend about 
that. And people were just not trusting of us Gaijin, like when I went 
on a bus the first time ·a lady I was going to steal her bag just because 
I am not Japanese. I told her I am not going to steal her bag, but I 
mean it was just stuff like that. Obviously they only care about 
Japanese people; it's very nationalistic 1n that sense. 
Makes sense; I mean, a lot of countries are like that. Let's see, upon 
go1ng to Japan, if you were to compare Japanese relationships with 
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friends and American relationships with friends how do you feel that it 
changed? 
It changed my perception of friendships and my responsibilities and 
duties of friendships. In Japanese friendships you have to give gifts 
and receive and give gifts back. It's like a constant give and take, 
give and take and I didn't know that when I went over so my good friend 
Taka, he got me a gift and I felt like I had to get him one too, because 
that is how I am. I got him one and I guess he got really upset, but he 
didn't tell 1ne he was upset. He did the whole indirectness about being 
upset, like Japanese people do. It was because my gift wasn't on par 
with his gift because my handwriting is atrocious, so it looked like I 
didn't put a lot of time into it, but I did. I don't know, it was just 
the perception of now I know what I have to do with Japanese friends, 
like give and take in relationships. It helped me also with my American 
friends, because it helped me be more focused on gift giving and more 
responsive. 
Ok, alright, makes sense. Having come back to America, do you feel that 
you yourself changed? If so, please explain. 
Urn, well I changed because I realize that the world 1s bigger than I 
thought it was. That globalization and culture has made it so it is 
impossible to learn only one language and know only one language to 
exist in this world ... or if you do then you're just ignorant, because 
there is just so many things out there that are changing day by day. I 
think it really made me more responsible as a global citizen, I guess? 
Like I read more national news and global news now, not right now 
because I have too much going on, but it made a better person because it 
made me understand that people come from other places and their lives 
might be more difficult than mine. Like why people don't come out to 
their family and the way they interact with the world in which they 
exist and how they are not like me or have people like a family. 
Alright, makes sense. Now, moving on with EMU's study abroad program 
itself, do you feel that there should have been more in place before you 
went? 
Yeah, the study abroad program didn't do a lot before I left because the 
guy was going to leave to a different job so he didn't care. He ruined 
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a lot of relationships with other Japanese schools and EMU's program, so 
I feel like I got the short end of the stick being prepared because I 
have too much stuff I took over. They didn't say not to bring so much 
stuff. I didn't feel safe enough to go. They didn't warn me to be 
safer, even though Japan doesn't have guns they should've warned me to 
be safer than how I was. I didn't have any contact with EMU, no one 
sent me an email to check to see if I was alright or alive. Just stuff 
like that. Basically I treated myself as a student of Kansai Gaidai and 
not a student from EMU. I didn't feel like one. 
That makes sense, if you feel that Eastern didn't set that up for you. 
Now was there anything else? I know you've mentioned to me before about 
the Japanese program; would you mind talking to me about it? 
Eastern's Japanese progam? 
Yes, because you had a good amount to say. 
Enter rant now. It's different for me because I went through the K-12 
program with Japanese, but I am still to this day baffled why I had to 
take business Japanese classes when I am never going to use that ever, 
ever in a classroom unless someone taught a business Japanese class at 
my school, because I don't even know it. I was really frustrated in 
that regard because that was 3 or 4 classes that I could've focused on 
education or the pedagogy of teaching Japanese. Like I had a foreign 
language teaching courses but it wasn't specialized for Japanese. It 
was for all foreign language teachers take this class. I mean, I 
learned a lot in that class but Japanese is drastically different from 
German, from French. The way you teach it and the culture in itself is 
different and I feel like I didn't get enough drive to do that in 
Eastern's program and that's why I went there, because it said it had 
the reputation that it had, but I constantly was going to Harada-sensei 
asking for advice, going to Tabuse-sensei asking for advice, but it just 
felt like here was the Japanese program on one side and then the 
education program on the other and they never talked with each other. 
I remember being frustrated as crap because I had to go talk to the 
people in the education building and then walk all the way over to 
Tabuse to ask her the question and then she'd fill out some paper work. 
Then I had to take that paperwork to the education office and it was 
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like, "Why do they not talk to each other more intricately? I remember 
just saying to myself how this was just crap. 
I see that same problem with the study abroad office and the Japanese 
office; you're running back and forth and here and there. I remember 
doing that too. 
Yeah, and I said the last time there is people who is going to Germany 
for the language and France for the history and those courses are not 
the same. If you're going to some place for the history program you 
aren't going for the language and the language program is a whole lot 
different than the history program. I don't know. It just seemed like 
it was piss-poor. Guess it's just Eastern. 
Do you feel like you wish you had something from the study abroad 
program once you came back? 
Yeah, I remember the only thing I had to do was write a paper for 
Kubota-sensei. I remember I had to write a two-page paper on anything I 
wanted to write about on study abroad. It was generalized as crap and I 
talked about only one thing, like tea or something. It didn't 
transition me to get back into the program. I didn't know what stuff I 
had to study for to test out of the classes, which was why I went to 
Kansai Gaidai in the first place. It wasn't threaded together in the 
way I wanted it to be. I just felt stranded, because on top of that the 
culture shock was pretty bad too.· Seeing things in English again is 
pretty hard. Eastern was kind of like ok go back to class. 
I have heard that from a good number of people, actually. 
didn't much time or feedback to really improve the program 
Where they 
itself, so ... 
You mentioned before that there needs to be more of a streamlined 
process between the study abroad office and the language program. 
Because in the end, they only can do so much. They aren't only looking 
at the Japanese program but all of the other. 
That's what I said before; it's not the study abroad office's job to 
plan everything. They are just there to make sure that you're ok, that 
your visa is ok, that you're not in jail, that you're not doing things 
that you shouldn' t be doing. It's the programs themselves. Tabuse-
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sensei and everyone else is going to have to be more intricate with the 
Japanese universities. It's just how it is going to be. Just like the 
French teachers are going to have to take care of the ones that are in 
France. I don't understand how one person can be in charge of all the 
programs and all the countries and all the language programs and all 
that jazz when it's like being a jack of all trades. Yeah, you know a 
lot but you are not an expert in one thing. 
Exactly. Let's see. Do you feel that your relationships with the 
people at the university you were at went well or? 
I think it was bitter-sweet, but I also felt like they weren't open 
enough. The Japanese students, unless they wanted to befriend students 
from other countries; everyone else just thought we weren't there at 
all, like we didn't exist. And I didn't have a'lot of Japanese friends; 
I thought I was going to have more. I mean, it's not like I wasn't 
doing stuff, I was constantly traveling and doing things with Japanese 
students. It just was really weird seeing people coming back and having 
lifelong with a bunch of Japanese people and I only have like 3 or 4, 
some that I still contact today. I had a good personable relationship, 
but just not the way I wanted it to be. 
Before studying abroad do you feel that you should've skyped with your 
teachers in order to change your experience? 
Urn, yeah, but I think it would be more helpful if you had a buddy system 
to take you on as a buddy to make sure that you're ok, that you're going 
out and doing things in Japan, that you're not just hiding in your room 
or studying too much. Yeah, you'should study, but you're there in Japan 
for more than just that. I know that at Eastern we have that office for 
international affairs, so it's more of just like why don't they have a 
buddy system. So my buddy would be Taka, making sure I am studying, 
that wew have coffee meetings, make sure I am learning, that I am seeing 
that country. Because I don't know when I am going to be back in Japan, 
this time is what I had in my experience in Japan. And it was 2 years 
ago, but that' s what I still hold on to. Even the news that I read or 
see I still filter it through that lens from 2 years ago. 
Yeah, that makes sense. 
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I don't know. It just 
foreign than they do. 
seems like we do more for our students who are 
And I don't understand why they don't because 
Kansai Gaidai has like one of the largest foreign exchange colleges in 
Japan, so? 
It is the largest. 
That's what I thought. I just don't understand why they didn't have a 
buddy system. 
I remember Tokyo Gakugei having one, like a tandem program, but you had 
to take it upon yourself to get things done. 
Give us a list of biographies with their hobbies to make friends. 
Someone who offers up their time. But there was nothing there and you 
had to find it on your own and hope that it worked out. And they are 
not direct about things, so they aren't going to come up to you; it's up 
to you to go and get the friends. At least that was my experience, they 
were all so shy. 
Did you ever feel anxious or worried while you were over in Japan and if 
so, what caused that? 
I was a little bit anxious because the overall feeling for gay people 
wasn't very positive, so I started to worry a little bit about my safety 
and why I was being outcast-ed, ostracized, that was a little bit of an 
anxiety problem. And like I told you, my good friend Taka, who is gay, 
he had to take me across campus into like the top floor of one of the 
buildings in the last boy's bathroom to tell me that he was gay and all 
that stuff. It was just weird. I was in Tokyo and I heard gunshots, 
even though Japan doesn't have guns, so I was a little worried because I 
was lost at the time too and I couldn't find my hostel and stuff like 
that. Because I couldn't find directions while I was in Japan. So much 
kanji, everywhere. I only had one class. One Japanese class before I 
went to Kansai Gaidai. 
Oh wow ... 
Just one or two ... No, it was two. 
teacher who left. Only 2 classes 
I had Harada-sensei and a newer 
before I went and then I went to Tokyo 
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and I couldn't read anything. I didn't even know the Kanji for meat was 
while I was over there and I am a vegetarian, so that was an issue too. 
I was a very stout vegetarian at the time and I kept getting sick and I 
lost a lot of weight. When I came back from my Japan, my liver was 
actually pretty bad when I had my check-up because I wasn't getting the 
nutrients that I needed. I was nothing but skin and bone. I lost like 
25 pounds, I think. I was well in the danger zone of under-weightness. 
It was anxiety because of all the signs and things that I couldn't read, 
in a country that I had never been to. 
Having studied abroad do you feel that your Japanese language ability 
has improved and if so what of the four, reading, writing, speaking, 
listening improved the most? 
Urn, it did improve. I tested out of two classes when I came back, but 
it was just the lower level classes. I' ll put it this way. I learned a 
lot but I wasn't ready to take the 300 level class with Oketani-sensei. 
I was not ready for the composition class when I came back from Japan. 
So, I felt displaced. And then I felt displaced for the entire time I 
was in the program for the last two years. And I think, Tabuse-sensei 
and Harada-sensei knew that. 
Displeased or displaced? 
Displaced. I felt so, because s1nce I went to Japan I was a year ahead 
of people who I started with, but I felt like I was a semester behind 
everybody. Like the literature class with Tanno-sensei, I was not ready 
for that class; I don't think most of us were ready for that class. I 
think it was the hardest class I have ever taken, besides my foreign 
language acquisition classes for teaching. I just never felt prepared 
for anything once I came back from Japan and it's not like I didn't talk 
in Japanese. I spoke all the time. I just didn't stay in Eastern's 
campus. I was a ... what was that word? 
Commuter? 
Yeah, thank you. So I didn't have that much time to be on campus. And 
you know, you know, that our Japanese exchange students do not talk that 
much Japanese. 
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Mmmm, I wouldn't say ... 
Every time I see them they were always talking in English, unless they 
were talking with each other. 
No, I guess I have 
bunch of friends. 
some sort of 
I guess it's 
luck when it comes to that ... I have a 
just the way that you approach it. 
Well, I tried approaching them, but they would never talk with me in 
Japanese. Or they did and I had no idea what they were saying or had 
time to just sit there and devote time to a conversation. And I know 
that all comes back onto me that I make sure they talk with me in 
Japanese and not in English. But you know my schedule and have I ever 
had time to just sit back and relax? I didn't, I took college 
seriously. I had two majors and minors to do. 
I am in the same boat right now. I don't have time to study Japanese 
either; it's basically just wing it when Japanese comes in that I don't 
understand. 
Having come back Eastern in what ways are you maintaining your Japanese? 
Or rather, once you came back to Eastern what else did you do? I mean 
obviously you were trying to speak with Japanese people, but let's 
instead of right now, when you came back from Kansai Gaidai what did you 
do? 
When I got home from Japan, I started listening more to Japanese music 
because I am a very music person. That's how I taught myself English, 
through music. So I tried to do the same thing with Japanese, so like I 
told you I am half deaf so I can't listen to all the strings of 
syllables and understand every word, so I tried doing it like I did with 
English, but it didn't work. So I started watching more anime with 
subtitles so I could get the meaning, but I just got sick and tired of 
it. I tried manga, but I couldn't read the manga because of the kanji; 
took me like 4 hours to read one page. I just stuck with studying more 
with my friends who were in the Japanese program. I just tried to do my 
best. You can't say I didn't study. My mom can tell you, I had a board 
in my room, a dry erase board and that' s how I study words. The only 
way I learn how to write things is through muscle memory, it just does 
it. So I did study, but when it came down to it, I also had my 
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education classes and all that, so I didn't devote as much time as I 
wanted to to the Japanese program which is my loss. 
What happens, happens. You've obviously found yourself 1n a good place 
right now and I would consider you in a good place, as long as you're 
happy. You say you love your kids, they are your life, I don't know. I 
feel that just because you gave up Japanese, you learned Japanese, but 
learning Japanese in itself is a learning experience. Not like the 
language, I am saying. 
No, I don't regret it. Not at all. I still speak Japanese once in a 
while. When I went to England this summer I ran into Japanese tourists 
and I spoke with them for a hot minute; I actually gave them directions 
back to the airport. So it's not like I never used it; I am glad I have 
it and I am not your typical American who knows only how to speak 
English. I like knowing that I have at least a basis of knowing how to 
communicate with someone else in a different language. But I am no 
where near what I was in college with my job right now. I'd rather give 
my time to my students. 
Understandable. 
Life happened. 
Unless there is anything else you' d like to add about anything, whether 
it be about you changing, Eastern's Study abroad program, anything in 
general about studying abroad, if not then I think we are just about 
done. 
I just want to say, so it is on the record that I love the Japanese 
programs, and all of my sensei, especially Harada-sensei, I owe her all 
the money in the world, but I just feel like the program can be better, 
I don't know if it will go in the direction that they want it to go with 
the new book. They got rid of Genki and got a new book. 
No, it's still Genki. 
Not when I left, they were changing the books. 
I think it's still Genki, if I am not mistaken. 
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Like Nakama, friend. 
It might have been changed to Nakama. 
Yeah, because everyone had Nakama instead of Genki and like I just don't 
know if that's ... like I told you, you can't learn a language through 
functions. You can learn vocab like "at the beach" and vocab like 
"at the post office" that's not how language works. I think EMU's 
program needs to make its own book, their own 100 book, their own books 
for whatever comes next, they have to make their own stuff. And I do 
that everyday for my students. We have no textbook, because that' s not 
how kids learn. Everyday it's through a Prezi or a powerpoint or 
through me acting it out. I made waffles for my kids because they need 
to understand how to be informative. If they miss a step, the waffle 1s 
not going to turn out good. Like I mean, I feel like Eastern' s 
professors are just going to have to suck it up and make a book for 
themselves. It's just not how you learn and language and I don't think 
they are going to see the results that they want especially with the 
OPI, which don't get me started on that, they won't. And I think that 
is why they are frustrated. And I see it on Tanno-sensei' s statuses all 
the time that he is not happy with how the program is going either and 
that he wants to change it. I am just saying that if that want that 
program to be the best, then they are going to have to put more elbow 
grease into it. And I know they work harder than any program on that 
campus, I see those people there all the time, and they love their 
program. I know they love their program, but it just has to change. 
It's just how it has to be. 
Yep, I think they have been changing things around. It is definitely 
changing. 
I hope. 
But your the first person to really 
program as well as the study abroad 
good insight for all the teachers. 
thesis it's going to also help the 
say something about the Japanese 
program which will definitely be 
Because this is just for my senior 
study abroad program and the Japanese 
program, the teachers are going to see all the different things. 
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I hope they are going to take my word seriously. I know they love me 
and I love them. I know I was not the most easy student on the planet, 
but It is what it is. 
I think all of your opinions, everything you said is justified. If you 
are paying all this money for it, you should be able to have a say in 
how you are taught and what not. 
Exactly. 
Alright, thank you so much. 
Thank you too. 
Alright. What year are you? 
I am a senior. 
How many years have you been at EMU? 
5. 
And how old are you? 
I am 27. 
And what 1s your major? 
Japanese Language and Culture. 
And do you have a minor? 
Yes, Psych. 
And what Japanese language classes have you taken up until now? 
All of them, I'm taking the last one now. 
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So you didn't skip out of anything, you didn't take it all the way 
through? 
No. 
Alright, and what made you want to study Japanese? 
Kind of on a whim; 
me to go with him. 
said ok. 
Here. 
my friend was taking classes privately and he wanted 
He offered to pay for it and everything and so I 
No, no, no. Back home, before I came to EMU. The year before. 
And in the future what do you plan on doing with Japanese? 
I hope to be able to go over to Japan to teach English and eventually 
become good enough in Japanese that I could go to grad school in Japan 
for psychology, cross-cultural psychology. 
Alright, where in Japan did you study and for how long? 
I was in Hikone for one school at JCMU. 
From when to when was that? 
September to April. 
And did you have a knit group of friends while you went over there? 
No, not really. There was only one person I knew. 
Before going over to Japan what sort of things were you anticipating, 
expecting, looking forward to? 
Of course I read things about culture shock in terms of like food and 
language acquisition and things like that, but I didn't really have a 
lot of preparation other than what other people said to me before I went 
over, people who have already been there. Not a lot, actually. 
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There wasn't anything in particular that you were looking forward to? 
Well, of course. The different places and things that I had known about 
beforehand. Like ~~fm~ was one of my goals the whole time I've known 
about Japan. No, I tried keeping as open of a mind as possible because 
I didn't want it to lead to eventual disappointment. 
Ok, and then upon going to Japan, the things that you expected and what 
actually happened while you were there, were there any differences? 
Were they the same? Was there anything that you were taken aback by? 
I think the main difference was the schoolwork was so intense that I 
wasn' t able to experience things the way I had thought I would, because 
I was always studying inside and I didn't really have a lot of money to 
travel a lot. My main purpose was to learn Japanese and so that' s what 
I focused on mainly. But no, everything that I experienced was very 
new. 
Comparing relationships between friends in Japan and America were there 
any changes to that, like your thought process? 
Absolutely. The main thing was this feeling of community that was built 
up based on survival, I would say. Because everyone was in the same 
situation. Of course we would hang out with people that we got along 
with best and clicks were formed, but on the whole, the community of my 
school was rather friendly. 
Ok, and then outside of the school, Japanese people friend-wise? Not 
necessarily just between you, but Japanese friends themselves. Did you 
see any difference in the way you perceive friendship now or the way you 
see relationships between people, because obviously, it's kind of 
insular, JCMU, not to be rude. 
Absolutely. 
You're a bunch of foreigners in the middle of Japan. 
Urn, I think that when I would make friends that were Japanese, the 
overall thing I noticed was patience, at least within the people that 
wanted to be friends with me. Because if they were not good at English 
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or they only understood Japanese, they would take the time to be patient 
and listen to what I was trying to say in Japanese and we would figure 
out a way to communicate together, so ... in terms of communication, I 
would say not necessarily more of a deeper level, but more of a 
purposeful conversation. Because when you're over here with your 
friends you can say anything you want because you understand English 
100%. So on that level you become deeper connected, but it can be any 
purpose, really. With Japanese friends, it was language-based, 
specifically. 
Ok, alright. And then coming back to America do you feel that you have 
changed? 
Absolutely. 
And what do you feel changed? 
I definitely became more of a serious student, not just in terms of 
studying but in actually appreciation the language acquisition and the 
opportunity that I have to be studying this language in the environment 
that I have it in. 
Meaning at EMU or Japan? 
At EMU. Like coming back home, I have more of an appreciation of 
Japanese study. And culture in general really. 
Like not just Japanese culture, but international culture, culture in 
general? 
Yeah, exactly. And I think that I sort of gained an appreciation of 
being able to understand a culture firsthand, so that it is very 
important for other people go and travel the world and experience those 
differences, because it is a unique experience for everybody. You're 
never go1ng to be able to fully prepare yourself for going to another 
country. 
And now we are go1ng to get into the nitty-gritty stuff. 
the study abroad program and like what you feel about it. 
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This concerns 
So EMU' s 
study abroad program, do you feel that there should've been anything in 
place before you went? 
The person that we had taking care of us had just been hired on and she 
didn't have any specific information on hand that she could just call up 
quickly and stuff; I think that she worked really hard for all of us and 
she made it very clear and plain what we needed to do to get over there. 
You didn't have any problems with things that you felt that you didn't 
have enough information on? 
I think that the only thing that I could thing of was cost. There 
wasn't really a clear amount of what it was going to cost me and so I 
was underestimated and the actual cost was way more, so I had to 
compensate for that like three days before I left for Japan and I was 
freaking out a little bit about that. 
And while you were there was there anything that you felt like should've 
been done for you by the study abroad program? 
Urn, no. I mean I think that everything that was provided for us was 
pretty good. The structure at JCMU was very good. 
Yeah, they've worked all the kinks at JCMU; they've been doing it for a 
while. And having come back, do you feel that there was anything that 
the study abroad program could have done for you? 
No, I don't think so. 
Alright, do you feel that your relationships with the people running 
JCMU went well? Or times that you could've had more information or 
things spelled out for you? 
I would say for most of the time that I was there, everything was pretty 
good. But at the end, I started having a really rough time with the 
material that was being taught to me and the pace of the class. I even 
started breaking down mentally a bit and they weren't not very 
accommodating for that really at all. And so I got into trouble 
actually because I couldn' t handle the last few weeks of school well, 
or at least as well as I had handled everything else up until that point 
and they called me out for it, and I thought that was a little unfair. 
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Other than that, no. The relationships I made with the professors were 
very good relationships, I would say. 
Ok, before studying abroad do you feel that if you had the chance to 
talk over Skype to talk with the teachers do you feel that your 
experience abroad would've changed? 
Probably. 
In a good way or bad way? 
In a good way, because I would be able to know what they expect of the 
students, like only using Japanese to explain themselves and it would 
give me more of a serious outlook on going beforehand I think. 
And then while studying abroad did you feel any anxiety or worry? And 
if so, what caused them? 
Absolutely. Before I went to Japan my Japanese was not the best, so I 
had a hard time communicating when I first got there and as a result 
there were kanji everywhere and people around me were always speaking 
Japanese, so it was a little overwhelming. The classroom for the first 
semester was pretty good. I learned a lot, it was at my level. Second 
semester there was a lot more anxiety, because there was a lot of new 
material for me. The class I took first semester was pretty much review 
and it was more of a hammering down the basics. But when I entered -£p 
it was just so fast and I was worried about my grades. 
Because they are direct transfers back over to Michigan universities, 
aren' t they? 
Yeah, there was a lot more pressure. 
And what else was I going to ask you, do you mind explaining the levels 
at JCMU. 
Yeah, sure, there are 4 levels at JCMU. 1 '' year deals with Genki 1, 2"' 
year is Genki 2 and a little bit of Tobira and then 3rd year is Tobira 
Chapters C10, I believe and then 4'" year is a lot of compilations of 
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articles and presentations and things like that, so I don't think they 
actually had a text. 
Alright, and then what level, you were 1n 2"' and 3'' level then? 
Yeah. 
Upon coming home do you feel that your Japanese language ability 
improved? 
Absolutely. 
What improved the most do you feel? Reading, writing, listening, 
speaking? 
Everything improved, really. I would say that my reading capacity 
improved the most. My kanji, for sure and I don't know and as a result 
of being able to read everything and understand everything and the way 
that they handle things grammatically my writing improved. And there 
were times in Japan where I had to use Japanese to speak, so I became 
more comfortable in that sense too. It's very difficult to say what 
improved the most. 
But you feel that your reading ability improved the most then? 
Probably, probably? 
And then how did you improve those skills? 
Through r1gorous study, everyday. I would get together with other 
students and we would get together at a restaurant next door, Coco' s and 
have study parties there, sitting for hours writing kanji and going 
through kaiwas and stuff like that. But other than that, going out into 
Kyoto or Tokyo and stuff and being able to use Japanese in everyday 
situations really helped out. 
Ok and then after coming back to EMU in what ways are you maintaining 
your Japanese? 
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You know the usual, class. 
got in Japan and I thought 
things like that, I do try 
I watch anime, I do read the textbook that I 
that it was very helpful. Songs, dramas, 
to pay attention to stuff like that. 
Alright, and is there anything else that you would like to add before we 
close this interview. 
Not that I can think of, no. 
Alright, thank you very much. 
$1:.15 
What year are you? 
I believe I am a senior. 
How many years have you been at EMU? 
I've been here since the beginning of 2009, so 4 years after 
transferring. 
Transferring from where? 
Wayne county. 
And how old are you? 
I am 25. 
And what is your major? 
My majors are Japanese language and culture and English 
literature/writing. 
And does that mean that you don't have a minor then? 
I have no minor. 
And up until now what Japanese classes have you taken? 
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Up until now I have taken required classes for the major, except for the 
ones I am taking now; the seminar and business Japanese II. I haven't 
skipped any of the classes. 
What ·made you want to study Japanese? 
Well, after transferring I needed a major and I looked down the list and 
said I don't know what I want to take. I saw Japanese and said that I 
would take it. 
And prior to that you had never studied Japanese? 
The only other language I have studied was French in high school. 
So there wasn't really any particular reason at all? 
I enjoy manga, so I guess that's something. But I guess it was less of 
a desire to learn a foreign language, but a desire to get away from 
anything involving math. 
Alright, that' s a good enough answer in my book. 
In the future what do you plan on doing with Japanese. 
Currently in the future, my only plans with Japanese, well I intended to 
travel or work with some sort of publishing firm involving Japanese, but 
currently since I plan to move to Canada once I graduate college, I am 
probably just going to just end up using Japanese to teach my children. 
Alright, moving to Canada then, does that mean that the job you will 
have will be centered around Japanese? 
It will probably be focused on my English major, because I don't know 
what the job market is for Japanese speaking jobs in the Calgary area. 
Oh, so you've already picked an area? 
Yes, because that's where my girlfriend is currently residing. 
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And where in Japan did you study, how long did you study and from when 
to when did you study? 
I studied at Kansai Gaidai and I studied from August of 2011 to June 
2012. 
And before going to Japan what things did you expect, wish for, hope 
for? 
I anticipated, let's see in regards to the actual Japan, I 
expected ... the classes compared to here to be a lot harder. And I 
expected to be forced to use Japanese a lot which in Hirakata actually 
did not seem to be the case. I tried to use it as much as possible, but 
places like the Yakiniku places and they just end up pulling out the 
English menus when I knew the other menus. 
And that was Japan itself? 
Yeah. 
Was there anything else that you expected? 
Let's see, well I wanted to improve my Japanese and that was my first 
solo living away from home, despite how old I am, so I expected to be 
able to get used to that lifestyle more. Other than that the only thing 
I expected was to be embarrassed by other Jt)(. 
And were you? 
Yes. 
And then upon going to Japan the things that you expected and what 
actually happened, did they coincide or were they different? 
I mean, there was a lot less need to use Japanese for everyday life, 
because aside from having to ask questions at the store or at a 
restaurant there wasn't much need and yeah, everything else pretty much 
coincided. I didn't have any culture shock going there or coming back. 
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And then if you were to compare friends in America and friends in Japan 
were there any changes with that? 
Well, it was easier to make friends in Japan because you have a large 
group of people with similar interests clustered together and I found 
myself a lot more willing to interact with them than here. Anyway, I 
think it pretty it was just that I had more in common with the people 
and more things to do in general, so more chances to interact. 
And then upon coming back to America do you feel that you changed and 
how do you feel that you changed? 
I haven't changed that much, I have become a little more outgoing, but 
other than become slightly more outgoing, I have become more willing to 
try new foods. 
Ok, so you were a picky eater before going? 
I was a picky eater, but I will pretty much try anything now as long as 
it doesn't have cheese in it. I wouldn't try anything with cooked 
vegetables in it before go1ng. 
Alright, anything else? 
In relation to that question? 
Yes. 
What was the question again? 
How did you change? 
More outgoing, more into trying food, the only other thing that I 
noticed was I became more fit, because Kansai Gaidai has an informal 
running club. 
And then, as for EMU' s study abroad program do you feel that there 
should've been things that they should've done for you before you left? 
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At least for the lady who was in charge at the time, I think she covered 
everything that I needed EMU to go over for me. I don't think they 
specified ... the only thing that wasn't specified was if the writing 
class was necessary to take there or if we just had to take the speaking 
class, but it was good to take anyway. 
While you were over there do you feel like there were things that EMU 
should've done for you? 
No, I don't think so. I mean there were ... everything, the only thing I 
ever needed was copies of the insurance information which they sent over 
and everything. 
Alright, 
you feel 
just for 
and then 
that the 
you, but 
after you were back from Japan was there anything that 
Study abraod program could've done for you? Maybe not 
for all of the students in general. 
I, let' s see, urn, I mean the only thing they didn't provide would be the 
information around Hirakata in general, but I don't really think they 
should be expected to do that as much as Kansai Gaidai should, which 
they did. 
Even once you got back then? 
Even once I got back, I was fine. I didn't have any problems. 
Do you feel that your relationships with the people over at KSGD went 
well, that they had everything in check? 
I think that they had everything in check; I mean there was, some people 
had confusion in regards to what was required of them before going over. 
I had a friend who was concerned about that who is over there now. But 
yeah, other than that .... 
It went pretty well? 
Yes, it did, 
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And then before going over to Japan, do you feel that if you had the 
opportunity to use Skype to converse with the teachers over at Gaidai do 
you feel that it would've changed your experience over there? 
I don't think direct communication would've changed anything for me. I 
do think that the only thing that communication could help would be a 
more clear understanding of foreknowledge of the different levels there 
as opposed to knowing that certain span of levels 1~3 are Genki and 
after that there is just intermediate and advanced. If they gave a 
little more detail in regards to that, but other than that, I don't 
think I could've gotten much out of talking to them. 
Alright. While you were abroad did you ever feel any anxiety or worry 
and if so, what caused that? 
The only time I ever felt anxiety was I felt anxiety when using the 
trains, because I've never used public transportation before and there's 
nothing like getting like getting lost in a foreign country and not 
having enough money to get back, but I never had anything as bad as 
that. The only other anxiety was caused by other international students 
going, seeing other caucasian people and having to automatically go to 
English and thinking that they should've been going to Japanese because 
this was Japan and a lot of white people don't speak English. Happened 
at tk~flli~, they asked someone in English to take a picture for them 
and the guy looked European and I tried telling them that he probably 
didn't speak English; he didn't. I think he was Swedish. But yeah, that 
is it. 
After coming back from Japan do you feel that your Japanese language 
ability has improved? 
Urn, I feel that it's improved slightly; I didn't study nearly as much as 
I should've in Japan, so if I had studied I would've had seen more of an 
improvement. 
but the main 
with f!-A in 
I mean I am more willing to speak in Japanese than I was, 
Japanese person that I hung out with felt awkward speaking 
Japanese, so she would always speak in English. 
Ok. So you said that you are more comfortable speaking? 
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I am more comfortable speaking and I have the bonus of knowing extra 
grammar, but ... 
You don't feel that your writing, reading, speaking, listening, you 
don't feel like they improved? 
I feel that probably my listening skills improved the most, but other 
than that I feel that everything improved a minimal amount, far less 
than it probably should have, but that was all my fault. 
But you were over there having fun, right? 
Yeah, but that's because I was over at Kansai Gaidai and not JCMU. 
How did you improve those skills? 
Like 1n what way? Because I mean ... 
Yeah, how did you improve them? 
I guess, I am better able to guess things in their context when I hear 
grammar or words that make no sense to me, because before I probably 
would just shut down as opposed to figure out what they were saying and 
so that helped me in listening and speaking, any improvement was just 
being forced to. And coming to terms to everything in Japanese 1s 
probably going to result in me failing so, fail with style and gusto as 
opposed to being quiet. 
And then having come back to EMU, in what ways are you maintaining your 
Japanese? 
Urn, I have been mainly trying to keep up with my Japanese listening 
skills by trying to listen to Japanese radio programs or the'news 
programs, NHK. Or I occasionally listen to the Japanese QVC, is that 
what it's called, the shopping network. 
Yes, it is called QVC. 
I occasionally listen to that. 
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How do you find that? 
I found a link online, I don't know if it still works. I was a little 
sad because the last time I tried it it didn't work. 
Yes, it's always entertaining to watch Japanese people trying to sell 
vacuums, great for your Japanese skills. Yeah, I think that is pretty 
much how I am maintaining it. Aside from the DS games, I am currently 
trying to play the color card captors sakura game and it is not turning 
out so well. 
Because it is in Japanese or just the game itself? 
Because it IS in Japanese and one of the characters talks in Osaka ben. 
The little stuffed guy and I have never been good at Osaka ben. 
Some words are just completely different, and you can't 
dictionaries because they don't exist in dictionaries. 
there anything else that you'd like to add? 
look them up in 
Alright, is 
Urn, I can't think of anything else that T would like to add, except that 
I feel that if you're dating a Japanese person you should make them 
speak more Japanese to you, at least a little bit. 
I dated a Japanese person while I was over there and that was our 
mandate. I was in Japan; they were going to speak in·Japanese. 
I did speak to her parents mostly in Japanese, well the father only in 
Japanese because he couldn't speak English and I mean I then there's 
always the Japanese becoming better if you get drunk. So there's all 
the singing of the songs 
probably not important. 
going on. 
Oh, wow. 
in Japanese while I was drunk, but that's 
And then like marriage proposals and what not 
Yeah, I was sitting with her parents and said, PJll2' lv :a:< t:!. 2' v 'a They 
found it amusing for me to drink, because I apparently can hold my 
liquor better than they could. 
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Alright, thank you. 
Alright, what year are you? 
Senior. 
Senior? So how many years have you been at EMU then? 
Since 2007, so almost 5, 6 years. 
And how old are you? 
24. 
And what 1s your major? 
International business and Accounting. 
And so, what 1s your m1nor then? 
I don't have a minor, just two majors. 
Alright, and then with International Business, I myself was teetering 
between international trade and business, are you doing Japanese then as 
the language? 
I am doing Romanian as the language. 
Really? 
You can use your own language, if you have your own language. 
And how do you work that out? Do you have to write papers in Romanian 
then? What do you do? 
You have to talk to the Dean and he will provide a test, but he will 
need an official member of the Romanian community to say that I have the 
ability to speak and write it. 
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Perfect, alright and what Japanese have you taken up until now? 
I've taken them all at JCMU which I think equals one year. 
So nothing taken at Eastern then? 
~. 
Alright. And what made you want to study Japanese? 
The culture, their culture 1s very interesting and their business is 
very unique, so if I could combine that with what I know and learn the 
language I could learn the culture too. 
Urn, and what do you plan on doing with Japanese 1n the future? 
Learn more so I can develop the language. Of course I want to do 
business in Japan, that' s for sure. 
So you would want to live then in Japan? 
I would want to do business; I don't know how long I would want to live 
there, maybe a few years, but not indefinitely. 
Alright, where in Japan did you study, how long did you study for and 
when to when did you study? 
So I studied at JCMU, in Hikone. I studied for four months, September 
to December. 
And what was the last question? 
You answered it. It was this past September, right? 
Yep. 
Ok, perfect. Did you go with a group of friends or did you basically 
just go by yourself? 
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To JCMU? 
Yes. 
By myself. 
And then before going to Japan was there anything you expected, hoped 
for, wished for? 
Urn, no. Well, not really, that doesn't sound right. I had a lot of 
expectations, very crowded. I did not expect it to be so clean as it 
was. I was scared of the food, because I am a picky eater, so I was 
afraid it was going to be all seafood or raw food. 
And was it? 
No, there were lots of different kinds of food, very good food to be 
exact. 
Alright. 
I didn't expect the people to be so, so nice. I heard that they were 
nice, but I didn't expect that. 
Alright and then going to Japan the things you expected and what 
actually happened was there like a difference between them or were they 
pretty much the same? 
Urn ... 
Because you seemed surprised by a bunch of things, so ... 
The one thing I was really shocked about was how clean the country was; 
there is rarely any trash cans. You could walk 15, 20 minutes and not 
see one trash can, yet it is super, super clean. The other thing was I 
met some people and the first day I met them, they let me use their 
iPhone, to keep for a whole semester. They didn't even know me and they 
let me use it because mine broke, so they let me use it for the whole 
semester, on the first day they met me. 
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Really? And where did you meet them? Was this person at the school or? 
They were Japanese people at a different school. A school that I went 
to eat or do whatever, so it had nothing to do with JCMU at all. 
And this was a phone that had a plan and everything on it, so you could 
use it to call? 
No, it was just their spare phone, I guess. They didn't use it so I was 
just using it for Wifi. 
Wow ... huh. Ok and then comparing friends in Japan and America, do you 
think there was a change in your opinions about friendships? 
Yeah, I guess when I went to Japan I noticed a change in a lot of 
people. I guess the one change I definitely noticed in me was caring 
about the things that I do. Like in Japan a lot of people went out of 
their way to do things for me. I feel like even though I was good 
friends with people over here, I never actually did as much as they did 
over there for me, so I am changing by treating my friends better. 
Being more involved, being more caring about their lives and stuff; I 
think it has made me a better friend. 
Perfect. So you'd say that relationships in Japan are more so 
emphasized? Taken seriously? They value them more in japan? 
Yeah, for example in America, most of the time friends won't spend as 
much time once they get involved with you. Like in the beginning they 
will hang out with you all the time, but eventually they just drift off 
and they don't really care. But over there they put in a lot of effort 
the whole time they know you. So it's not like it slows down. Even if 
they are not your good friend they will still put in a lot of effort. 
And then this is perfect, it leads right to the next question; having 
come back to America do you that have changed? You've said yourself 
that you have, how other than friendship have you changed? 
My mind opened a lot more to the way I see things, culture most of all. 
I am more careful about the culture. 
160 
Like stepping on feet, faux pax and what not? 
Yeah, considerate to different culture. I have been exposed to the 
Romanian and Japanese 
I am now more careful 
that opened my mind. 
culture, but now seeing how different the culture, 
of other cultures too and interested in them, so 
I feel like I matured a lot too. I was childish 
as first, but now I am not. 
In what way? 
Like for example, school, I didn't care as much. I mean, I still 
studied and did what I had to do, but I didn't study to study, I didn't 
study to actually know, I studied to get the grade and that's it. But 
now I have realized that after going to Japan that the stuff you study, 
it actually has use. I had to do that in one of Japanese classes, my 
business economics class. I had to compare it to real life; everyday we 
had to do that, so it made me realize that even now I am studying stuff 
that I can relate to real life and I can retain it better and it makes 
me a better person and I can actually talk about these things. 
So you can utilize it, you can actually put it to daily usP.. 
Yes, that's it. 
Ok, perfect. And then this is more towards Eastern' s Study Abroad 
Program, do you feel that there should've been things in place before 
you left for Japan? Like they should've informed you about certain 
things or I don't know, were there things that they could've done to 
better prepare you? 
I guess my case was unique; I went to Japan with zero Japanese, not even 
::_ lvl~ f:,fd:. I didn't even know that, so I wish that they 
would've ... Even though the JCMU program says that they accept zero 
Japanese right from the beginning, they are more intense than the other 
schools, so I wasn't prepared at all for this school. I learned the 
alphabets the first day, the first two. It took me like a week, but 
that was already quickly behind, so I wish they wouldn't accept people 
with little experience, or if they did, at least give them the first 
chapter or a syllabus so they know what to expect from the school. But 
that is just unique to my case. 
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And while you were there do you feel like there could've been anything 
that Eastern should've done for you? 
I was ok. Didn't need any help. 
And once you got back do you feel that there should've been anything, 
not just for yourself but I guess for the program, do you feel like 
there was anything that they could've been doing to make the program 
better? 
In the beginning they have orientations that they do, but I feel like 
they should also have an end, to gather everyone and get feed back from 
it and learn because everyone is there at the same time; it's also a 
reunion for all the people you met over there, so the friendships could 
last, because you are going to keep some but not all. 
Alright and do you feel that everything went pretty smoothly with the 
people over at JCMU, the people running the program? 
They were very, very nice. 
This question is kind of out there. Do you feel that if you could have 
used Skype or what. not to talk with the teachers over at JCMU before you 
went, do you feel that it would've made your experience better or 
anything? 
Uh, it depends on the person and personality. I don't think even if I 
had the opportunity that I would've utilized it because I am very shy 
talking to professors even here, so I wouldn't utilize it, but maybe 
there are some students. Well, actually if I weren't as shy, I would've 
contacted them asking what I would've needed before school so I can 
prepare, because I have zero. And maybe that would've helped. 
Ok and while you were over there did you feel ever anxious or worried 
and if so what caused those emotions? 
The only worry I ever had, it was very little, not the possibility to 
have a job there. You have for so many months a limited amount of 
money. If you have something happen that takes a large amount of money 
then you're expected and let's say your family can't help you, what are 
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you going to do over there? 
maybe not being able to work 
It would cause a panic. So I would say 
or do some kind of part time job. 
Ok, so you ran into a financial crisis for a little bit then? 
I personally didn't but I am one of those people that thinks a lot into 
the future about risks and things like that, so I planned thinking about 
the what ifs and then I panicked. 
Alright, I ended up getting a job while I was over there, but then again 
I was there for a year. 
It also depends on the school. You were at MllEiJJ..:k? 
Oh, Tokyo. 
After getting back from Japan, do you feel that your Japanese language 
ability improved? 
Yeah. 
Which do you think improved the most, reading, writing, listening, 
speaking? 
Speaking and listening, but listening the most. 
And how did you improve those skills? 
I improved them? How did I improve my Japanese listening skills? 
I guess what did you do? You started from day one. 
Well, the classes started all in Japanese from day one, so zero 
understanding in class one because they were only talking in Japanese. 
That made me listen more, not only to how they were saying things, but 
their hands and their movements. So actually I could understand 
everything that was happening in class just by the way the teacher was 
explaining things and how people were responding. The only thing I 
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could do was repeat what the person before me said because I didn't know 
what I was saying. But because it was so basic they didn't know I did 
something wrong, so it made my listening better because I had to 
remember what the other people were saying because I had never heard it 
before. So listening changed completely, but also in learning a 
language, from when you're born listening is what you learn first. You 
understand things more than you can speak. 
Now when you came, let' s see, you were born in America or? 
I came over in year 2000. 
Oh, ok. And you already knew English before you came, right? 
No, my mom taught me English while she was learning English in 
California before we moved over here. 
Ok, so how old were you when you started then? 
11. 
11, wow. And English is radically different from Romanian then, right? 
Not radically, not as Japanese is. There are a few universal words, but 
it is different, compared to like French or Spanish. 
So do you feel that you having English kind of in your belt, did that 
kind of help you learn Japanese faster then? 
Yeah, I had number one the pronunciation, there were some Americans who 
were there that took it once before and were still learning how to 
pronounce things, so I think that learning for the first time because I 
had already learned a language before I sort of knew how to learn or 
what to focus on or how to practice, so I had faster rate of learning. 
Alright, I just find that really interesting that you had absolutely no 
Japanese experience whatsoever and you got over there, wow. I just 
think it's really interesting. 
And then having come back to EMU in what ways are you Jnaintaining our 
Japanese? 
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I have many Japanese friend and a girlfriend so I try to speak with 
them. I have some friends that try to push me to speak it which I 
appreciate. Yeah and then I keep looking at the Japanese writing and 
watch some anime sometimes. So I keep listening, hearing it and 
sometimes I write in Japanese just so I can keep the alphabet in my 
mind. Not as active as I was in Japan, but ... 
And you plan on keeping it where it is now or getting better with it? 
Well of course, I love languages, so I am definitely willing to improve 
it. I, for the short term only want the listening and speaking, I don't 
see any need to focus on the reading and writing, just for the business, 
so would just like the conversational skills to improve. 
Alright, thank you very much. 
Thank you. 
~~1 7 
WP~~~~. ~~5. =~t~0~. ~~t~~~s*m~-~~0k0~. ~ 
~ 5 • 1J)l:)! 1!91: jlljf" " " 
165 
liv', :bzP ¥J ~ 1...-t;:o J:. < ib VJ ~T:l'd.o '"C', 13 *~l'f0)::7 7 ;;q-;J::fi1J'3::.!& VJ ~ U;:zP 
? :f::O), :lifJJZI>G:li1&~'"C'.!&-:J-rklv'"C'TZi'7 :the t, 11HJf&kl.-klv'"C'TZi'? 
ib 0) 5 , t:, J: -:J c 1;]' -:J -c < t;:>: 2' v 'o ib 0) 5 , t:, J: .::. -:J c t;:>: ft'ffi:Vff& L- k lv t;:>: ft C'' 
, ftlvn'-:i':lifJJO) v~Jvli, jt;t -cftv'fto td::1v211n> 5 i::,O):J&;fJJt;:>:-:Jt;:Zi' 
fto 
211ZI,fto ~;b, Jt:t-cftv'fto ftlvZi', 77.. r'3::§tft-rif-::72'1vliil'513tail'f~ 
1=: 13 *~l'f'3::Ml5;Jl Ucn' Go o o 
5 lv, :C 5 '"C'TZI' 7 
51vo '"C', 5-t:,O)*=:!J*'-'Ii'"C'-9:0., ;b0)5, 5t:,O)fr$1i77/7..~, BJ:;O>F-1~ 
~, /'V~;(J>--{ :)7 lJ 7~fro '"('.gj';(J>jffi f$0) § ~fr'"(' l.- J: o 
'-', :en'-', -:l';i£:b-:J -c 0, -:m::r: :t :1, ;t ib, :r: :t ::/7 y ::7 ft § ~"f:Vtc v' 
ft;b U!h -r, '"C', 13 *~l'fl=: L- ;t L.-tco :Chi=: :I'd., ;bO) 5, -t:-7 -A- /l=:li 
;t -:J '"( tc lv '"C'T tJ-o 
tl~2', *~~2', 7~~~~G~~<-c, -t:-7-A-::---cnv~?-v/~~ 
-0)=0(;:J~Hi;t -:J -c-c, :C 5 '"C'-9tJ-o 
166 
db, .:C 'J tt lv-c'Til'o ft 0 ~i ~--c'Tt1o -c, 1\'f7IHI *~Ei:3::Ji G -c fiiJ:3:: Uc. v '-c'T 
iJ>? 
*---=> c, 1\'f7!Hiv'6v'6~fJ tc.v'lv-c'Til'< ;t0 c, ~JOOO)cf:;m;O)ft~w, :!iHEi 
O)ft~w~ctt f? tc. v 'tt db c !i!b -c-c, -c, db c ~:J:.:CO), xll'llf4"f:11:1'0)00~3t¥51E~ 
iGJi~ 6 ') lJ' tt c ,\lb -c -c 0 
:t db, *~ ~'ifrt~ -c'7 /~- 1, c il'" /~ s /:3:: Jllv'k v 'lvt;::'~t ~-, tt lviJ>f-0 
UJG G'""C'""C7l<.{tT0 :=. c ~c-90 J: fJ ~'i, ftlviJ>~P.l-'11'--::>tc. fJ *k fJ Gtdi 'J tJ' 
v'v'il'tt c .~,v'-:1To 
dbdb, tt0~ic'-c'Tt1o -c, .:CO)'€§'"jt:O):=.c-c-9iJ', r:J*O)c':=.~c, ~'O)('t::Jv' 
11'~ :t Gtc.il'? .:Ct1Ac, mt UT~ :t Gtc.iJ>? 
.:C'J-c'Ttl, dbO)'J, ~WYl-OO*"f:~c-l:f:F•~<''t::Jv', dbO)'J, ;t;-A.A7~-cW 
t::J G -c t;: lv t::'Jt c\ db 0), ~~ HT--=> k c v' 'J JfFp~ ft lv t:=: ~t c'', §:51 0) *"FEaster 
n Michigan*"f:O)f<PF.~4A c -*l'f~cm11'¥,JHc.*--::> -ciT~ :t Gtc.o 
167 
l'iv', ;bjpV) ~ Ueo \!, ~;jq;::'ff< llfH;::C:-t"tJ., ~::_•!vtt::_ U!llf~L-cv'~ Lte 
jp? 
.:C 5 -e-t"tl.o ~<lb, ~v'::_ i::.C:'b, .liH'::_ i::.\!t\t'v'\!TiPG, tete{liJ:3::-T~!::. 
i?>-Tt~, 
.:C 5 C:Ttl.o ;t 0 !::. , ~ <lb, ~ ;zjs:O).::: =< 7:/ 7.1-.:l::tLf~JE LV'!::. i?>f1f;l<fn'T :::'v '\! 
Ti::.i?>ft!vi?>.:C5v'5~C.i?>fto ft!vi?>, -'f{:J!;O)~~~;::, ft!vi?>, ;J,'f:'±:O)~;fl;::, 
v' 0 !vft;z!s: :3:-IZI.fiin' G{t VJ tc VJ mlvte VJ L tc!vtelt C:', ft !vi?>7. 7 v;;t 7'-{ 7" 
!::.n>~iv'-1 }-:/1-.:l::<lb~ VJ L-cfti?>0felvC:Ttl.o tete, ~;z!s:l;::1f~~T, 111t<f 
1.1'--9 :::'v'-r:-L An'T$\!T!::. i?>.:C 5 v' 57.7 v:T?'-{ 7"o o 
;en,, ft!v-cv' 5, 7} 1J ;tr An'~< ,1\'h -cv' 0 7. 7 v:T?' -1 7" C.>\" t.tn>0 tc!::. 
v' 5 ::_!::. C:Tn'? 
~ <lb, v 'v '7. 7 v:T 7' -1 7"\.:."1" tt v '\!Tn'? v 'v '7. 7 v:T 7' -1 7"!::. ,\lh -c 'b v 'v' 
C!Ttl.o \!, f?zftlvC:TitC:', ~;zjs:l;::'(f0""(Wji~L-cv'fe::_!::. .!::~~~;:.{±!vC:dj. 
te~i'¥!::. ~v 'n' <lb VJ ~ L ten>? IRJ c. c: L ten'? 
I;JJ'!IRJC.te0ten>ft-o ft!vi?>, .:CO)Jnl'i<lb~ VJ")(;IJ1~L-cv'fti?>0td>G~o ft 
!vi?>, ~v '~~C:I:Ht < -c, tc te, <lb, ~ ;z!s:te!::. n'o o o 
~Jb, Jb0fc;Ji:,0fco Jb0)5, ~Jb~~~~~~~/v~~~' Jb0)5, ~"\"VJ/v 
::_, §!lii!i[O)~i::. n>ttlvn', -t:O){Je:v':1J\!I-.:tftv'lvfelt !::.'', ttlvn45t~9='f;:.AI.I' 
ttlvn>§51-0)"f-'f-1J -:a:ttn'0tc G, .!Jt!i[:i;jj}O), !!J:l:Jiifl'il:i;jj}n>tt, l§±Jiifl'il:i;jj}I;:.Ji:v'-c 
<lb 0 -c .:C 0) ~ 0 ~ "\" H~!C:ifrffll.J 0 felt\! L .J:: o ::_ ::_ c:, -~;:_ 7 ::r:- :/!::. n'fJe: 0 -c 
.:C 5 ~0 -c~:a: ~0-c 0 !vC: L .J:: o 
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\:', S:.<ts:-c'7fi'01*il>fi1l)jifc~~, ~A:0~Cil>fta .:C:hfUJ--:>< VJ G"*Gt:.o -;j: 
, ft !vii>, t§!:~O):Iii;f)J 0) 13 fC § )10)7--y-!) -;(J!,~,i'ii:\ GJMI ~''"Ct§!:~;(J!~;b 0 td& 
T ('fCli'i.~, 1.--fC:ff--:> 1:>-'? 0 t:.lvt-:"ft ,!:';!do 1& Ghf.: /,)> ,!:' '5 il>~ o )l;I'i h '"C f'ilt 'ft 
il'--:> t:. ft.!::', .:c- O),J, 6 Hl<tt;:>:ft-c'::kJt:!\:-c'Til'--:> -c ~Co 
<!iJO) '), S ;<js:O)[F:\V(~;(J! 7./ !) jJ J.: VJ if'liv 'il' 'La \:', ') t, 0)7.0-A AT-{ )t;ft !v 
-c'Tft ~,,, *W<fc)\ 0 '"C '"C, ~ !J A r W<O)-t- ;v-t- ~W<ft !vt;:>: ft.!::' fto .:C:h \:', S 
;<js:--:> '"Cv'iSivft_Ai1>1±1v-c'0 ft!: }~,--:>f.: a AT v:t-?7-{ 7" ~ G -c f'i, S ;<js:_A;(J'(,7;. 
ft IPJ C.7;.t.: v 'ft-1 ./-~~ G '"Cv 'klvtDt ,!:', ~~fCfi--:> -c .7;. 0 ~, 1t 'iS lvft_A 
ii>W G G -c 0 !: ;bil>--:> -c ~ "* G t:.o 
ft0ii~''\:''9;ldo \:', S:.<ts:O)a:.J¥~7./ !JJJO)a:.J¥Ht;~G'"C, a:.J¥~0)~{lMc 
01t ''"C f'i <bftt:. 0)~ ;t fc~(N~il; <b VJ "* G k il>o 
~{~/,)! £b 0 f;:/v/,)>fJ:o 'f:, J: 0 /: 13/¥--:> '"(;!do "* Tf:J: 13 ;<js:J.O)a:.J¥17)Jfj(;(J! 7./ !J jJ A 
17)a:.J¥J.: VJ *H\\.il>-9 0 !vt;:>:ft J:'o 
~~~iS?a "*ib,:liim~, "*ib,if'li~~~fc:.<ts:~fc~-y-{~_A~--:>t.:/v-c', ~ 
~il>ft 0 17)/,)!"* <b, lf.Gfil• Gil>-:> k!vtcft ,!:';fda 
\:', 13:.<ts:J.fCI3:.<ts:m'f\:'~~il'ft-cG"* '5 ~, ffl!itl'IJ'l!R~HIL-< G-c<h0/v-c'G 
J:o l;bJ;,, S;<js:m'f::)OJ::-'fo\:'i-;ldJ ~ f;J:/51)'"( < ;(l,g\:'\.--J:o 
.:C:hil' [PJS<'Hc!J:W"* G!: VCft 0 k!v C-'? ft 1t '-c'Til'o }jJjJ"* L-.7;-k 1t 'fC tt 0 t:. lv C 
-'? tt v '\:'Til' · 
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<bib, f;l:H:l:v'o fl!l-iP··:d::.!v'C'Ttlo ~a;f, ~~S:$:ThL-~A.:fl,}v;0>-::>fdt~'' 
o ::Bt!t~'Ftc-::> t=. ~ ,~, 5 rt ~~ tl.o rt .!:''1 <b, [OJ.:: 5 n~{Ji U>-::> ko U> t, ~!Jt t 
, ~Bt~v'5n>, @!Jttih-ct=.J:5fto 0 o ft}v;O>;;Js:~f;J:~:fJJf;J:~~~5@1Jt 
:a::f1h -ct=. < -ttr:::, 'i <b, s ;;Js:r::: 0 v '-c O)~!Jtr:t s ;;Js:.An>:.bn'-::> -c < n -c 0 !vtc' 
iS 5 n' U!h -c-c o § )jO)@!Jt ~ L- -c f:t, t, J:-::> ~ ~:.b-::> -c '6 ~ ,1\B ftc\ ft !v 
;O>jl!,'ji3/:P;f{-'(; f:::_ S :$: op 0) f;::tc 0) 001: f;J: ft < , ~!Jtd;l-k v 'ft, @!Jtd;l- t=. v' ft }- t:o y :7 
tc-::>t=.!vtco 1:, .!:'!vft.:= ~ n~~=t2' 'C'Tn'-::>"'CI*Jn>:ht=. G lib-::>, 't 51:-t"tlo 
f.Lr:t, S:$:n~~=t2'--c:-<J-J ~Mii'i~r-=.og=;t-ctc§:51n~v't=-!vtcrt.!:'fto 'i<b, :::t?' 
:7 ;r; 0) At 't 5 ta ,~, 5 rt .!:'tl.o 1:, 'th 1:, Jt{~n~~ 5 n' G 6, t, J: -::> ~ J: t? 
{Ji L- < ~A :a:~t L-k t? L- -c < :h'67;1-kv'ft~ t-o ft!vn', )I;:&Jc t±~i¥Jft~lii1: 
9;:!& L- t, ~-::> -c t 1'1 <bJt{~O)~v'n'ftJ r::: L- -c < :h'6-::> -c,~,v'ftn~ G;;lli¥ Ui 
G L-t=.!vtcrt ~~fto 
ft '61l.!:'o --c:, l'Jzft !v--c:--trt ~--, 7 7 1J 1J r:::~ilh -c 2' -c § :51n~~:.b-::> kft ~ ,~,v' 
'i L- t=. ;0>0 
'i<btl., ~fl-1:::1T< ~tl, §:511:::J¥Jih'6 L-;O>ftH<\''bib'60);0>fto ft!vn>, t: ~ 
-T- /'-'/A-::> -c *~-::> -c '6 ? ft }v;O>, 'J/:7;1- t=. v 'teo {i"jt,'E;Oq[ij; G L- -c v' '6 ~ .:: ? 
£b0)5, *-AA~~~-::>tc!v~~~, £b0)5, 'f:O)"Jt~O)"JtmO)oor-=.,~7;1-n~ 
Ji:, '6 tcrt ~~tl., ft }v;O>~~d;l- U>o 
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C:, -t-O)a;'ff;:_*- A AT -1 L, -c 0 -'f;OI-j <'' ;i1]0) 5, v' ~ ft ~ ~~;:_;f$--:J -c < tC:. 2': v' 
o *-A A 7 -fi;:_f:tl'S * --:J -c l'iv' It* it lv (: ;0> i§ ;b;h -c, i.b 0) 5 , ~~;:_ t±J ~ ;hfc 
lvtC:.It C:'':Oo l!, ;i1]0) 5, U>t, :7 lJ A7 AO)a;'f:I\JltC:.0te L ;_bO) 5, *i.b, 
M¥~0)1iclv~:O~e~O)oo~;:•0-c~tclv~~~:Oo c:, ~0)--r:, *i.b,Aa 
;Oio/ft < -c i.bO) 5 , +A(' G v' ;_bO)~~-=W G l- -ctclvtC:. Itt', -;O>Jl (' G v '1Jll~!ll 
C: v' 5 ~ Ctc.'0 teo '(;, J: 0 C: 1Jil~J'EO)~ C;OI l-klvtC:.o 
i.bi.b, Pii'VJ*-9:0, Pii'VJ*To c:, -t-h:Oiell:t":i±Ghtecv'5 :=.c--r:-9:0' 
?.:CO){€£~? 
Jls:'1H-: e ~l!~0 -c ;J:3;0>tt v' Ut t ;J:3 G ft v' C: ;b;0>0 -c ~teo * i.b, .:C 5 v' ;t_rf 
, '(;,J: 0 calfv'cv' 5 ;O>, i.bO) 5, *i.b, e~O)A~~~;tte~0iJ>Itftlvtc1t 
t', .:CO)~O)tj=t, JEfl 0), ftlviJ>lEJl -r:t ttv'lvtC:.It C:'', JEJl O)JW"O)JWO) s, ft 
lvii'J!s: "l ~;:AiJio/ tt < -c, c:, e ~ mnff! -r:'Ji-c 0 a;'f~;:_, ft lviJ>;~,,_~-:}1!n ';O>::> v' 
t:::..:=. Co r;_b, t L,:=_O)~l!5 'f;,;OI9EivC:l-*0t:::.. G, 5 i;,0)9E{:$:~5BJt-90A 
;OI ft lviJ', * i.bJ¥H:tai'fr", iJI lJ'lJ' VJ -9 t<' 0 C: ;b iJ>0 -c ~ ko WI.IJFJ i.b * VJ c: ~ ft v '1v 
~~~, tl-.:CO)~l!9Eivl!l-*0kG~, e~0)9E~~5BJt-90~;:~, i.b0)5 
, - :i1liJ F"9 <" G v 'lJ'lJ' 0 ftC: ,\!h -c ~teo ft lviJ'l'v-A 7- -1 1, t ;J:3 G lviJ>0 t:::.. l-, 
*i.b, ;v-A;<-1 H'i;J:30telvtcltt', ftlviJ>7 7-lJ 7JA~-=1fb-c%--c, :71J A 
"A O)a;'f:I\Jj ~;:_, C:.:C 0)}11."§ 0) At, ft lviJ>ifB~ ~:"!':~{it~, l- -c ttv' L ~~~;:_ ft 
0 t:::.. G 2':, [i'i] :=. 5 iJI r i.b i.b, ft lvl:'T :r: ;v'/-iJI~~~-=*-c ft v '0) J 0 -c ft 0 It 
t', ftlviJ>, -t"O)JWf'i:"i':Miltt;b'/J>0-cftv'0 l-J:o 
c:, 5e Jii, 2>: n -c t 2>:, fi'il :=. 5 0) 7 ;~- 1J 7J 0)~~ ~-= ;~- - ;v e: iJ' L- -c t ~, ai'fr"9 ;01 iJ' 
iJ'0 lvc' L- J: o 
.:C 5 v' 5 atv':'il5;t:JJiJI;!i)0k (: v' 5 :=. C: ftlvtclt t'tlo .:C;hJ:: V), e ll:i¥JftA~-: 
ft 0 -c %" tcft ,1: ,\\',\0 t;: It (:" 0 
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t.t 0 f'I !::''o liD E~3V ''-"TPo t, J: 0 ~ ~ti'v 'ft !::'', :i &:,, rm 8 v'o .:C.nJ.t VJ f;:_JID 8 v' 
-z"To 
:i &:>, ;$:~ t.t lvtcft !::'' 6, i'ffi::Yi-f.::. v' 0 ~ 6, ;it,O) 5 , zy:~ U!i:i%lH? !& 0:. U>:* 
•tc ~ ,iJ!!,v':iTo 
f:l:v 'o -z", ~t.t lv -z"T ft ~·, EMU 0)-\i?t'¥7° o ;7'' 7 A -z", -\i?i' '¥:-9 0 JlfTf;:_:. ;!1.,;0> &:,;!1., 
fi J:: ZP-:> t::: ~ ,IJ!!, 5 :_ ~ ;()!;it, VJ :i L. k ;O>o 
&:, , &:, 0 ;O>f.to f.t lv;O>, -\i?i''¥:-9 0 J\.0)-Jf-- ::7 Jva-, :i &:, ;b;O>Ivf.t Ht ~· f.to f.t lv 
;O>, :.:~ '::. =z.,:::.-7"-~3 ~a-t!'l~LJ:::v't.t~.\l!,-:>""Ct:::lv-z"Ttl.o t.tlv;O>, .:CO);i;t 
r.::. ;it,O) 5, :lt ;t -c t.t v \ :@;m c.~ t.t v 'lvtcft !::'', 56*75' &:> 0 t::: lvt;::'tJ.o 
Ji:, VJ 75! ~ 5 , f-;J:f-;J:o T lJ :I ~T-~ 3 ~ ~ V' 5 § ~;8:;!1., 'j;, ~-? f;::o .:C;h.,;O! Ji:,-? ""( 
Ji.A <,, G v 'O)J\. ~ t±l:@;-:> -cfjJJE~":H.::.t.t 0 -c J. -;vT Fa-Y:~ lA:::Ivtcft !::'', .:C 0) 
Ji:, ~ f-;J: .:C 0) J\. ~ :£:?rttJi:,-? ""( f.t 75>-:> f;::o f.t /v;O>, S ;$: [;:_ V '""( b, f.t lv;0>7l- j('"("[:J:-
@J b Ji:, 0) J\.J! ""( f.t ;();-? f;::o !::'' :_ [;:j''J-:> f;:: ;0>[-;J:;b ;0> G f.t V \ ft !::'', ~ f:J: ::3 '::. ='-,:::. -7"-
~ 3 ~a-:*•r.::. L- ::t L- J: 5 ~ 0 5 t, ~ L- -c r:t, 129A '-"m1'f~'-"1'f-:> t:::lvtcrt !::''tJ. 
, 'b L-- ;....tc: ~ :*>J£.tc: 0 t:- ~ ,\\'!, v '::t -t 0 
.:C 5 -z"Ttl.o '-", ;it,O) 5, .:CO)-\i?i''¥: L. -cv' 0 r., f;:, :. ;h.,;O>Ji:,;h.,fi J:: ;6>0 t::: ~ ,IJ!!, 5 
:_ ~ 75! ;it, VJ ;i L. f;::;(i>o 
&:> :i VJ t.t;O'-:> t:::lv-z"Ttl.o .:C 0)7l- j(O) IEW'~Y:i'REt ~ ?' -;O!;$:~ r.::. .Bl:.;O>-:> k ~ ,1\'!,v' 
:iTo t.tlv75' r !::''lvt.tJJ'6 v':. ~ -z"M~~ u.::.*-ctl.J ~ § bht::: L., ~m{ll L. 
75>-:> t:::lv-z"Ttl.o 
-z", t.t lv;0>7.. 1::0 - :1(-~ ::7· /~- ]'- -j---0)7" P ;7'' 7 A b &:, -:> t;:: L., f.t lv75> S ;$=)\.O)?z_: 
~'b, :i&:>:Vt-:*,"tO)?z_:~'bT('f;:_-z"~t::: L., t.tlv;O>iffdc-:>t:::lv;O>f.to 
f.t0f'I!::'', J::75>-:>t::: C.~t.tv'lv-z"T75'o -z", ii''+L.td&f;:, :.;h.,;O>;b;h.,fiJ::;O>-:> 
t;:: t.t ~ ,IJ!!,-? t;:::. ~ ;()! &:, VJ :i -9;0>? 
&:>VJ:iTo t.tlv;O>, ;it,O), :.;h.,;O>§v'i""'6't.tlvtcft~·, f.tlv;O>~i'!f0)§~-z"§5 
~ roebriefingj O)§~t.tlvtcft!::'', f.tlv;O>, f"iv'o 7} l) ;h11fh-c{PJ'bf.t;0>-:> 
k lv -z"T Po 
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T lJ ;r: ~7-~ 3 ~.!:: ll':;: -7-1 ~ ~;{.!:: fpfiiJb ft7J>-? k/v-z'Ttlo ft/v?J>, ) -
;vfit to-?k/v?J>fto 7~7-J-. <''Gv'7J>fto J: < Jt;Z_ '"Cftv'fto 
? ~t7~7-l- <''Gv'f'iv'kt::':v''"Cftv'.!::,iJ!!,v':tTtlo -thJ: I] t, 11!:%-z'EI 
:$117)>1l£~ H'l'{iffi L- J: ? .!:: J;. k v' tt 0 
ft!viJ>, § :$1-z'Jm'fof-=:DebriefingO)? ? ? ? 1!:'1'f-? t~lv-z'T J:o :7(;:7\-:k:i:f-=:~$ L-
V '7 ~ 7- H::ff-? ~-'\" '? '"(' ;bO) ? f:-17)'f'M7J'1ij!I!Jfp-;/ :r: ::7 1-0 
tt !viJ', *~ f-:::71-:ktcft t--'1" ttv'ft .!::'', ll!lG4j'rn' G 1ij\-? --c ~ t~&&ft~ ~.!:: IRJ c J: ? 
ft5\\.:f!f~ tc-? t~lv-z'To 
*il*.!:: 7J>)l'ij I] 17) .An':i:~;b7J>-? '"C ft v '-z' L- J:: , [3 ;:.j>:O):::. .!:: .!:: lJ'o :::. !v ft f,:: L--'\" « 
--c t r'il:::. 5 n' <b :t IJ b7J'-? --c < h --c tt v' U' 5 ~ C~ !v fto L-n> t, )l'fJ IJ 7J'>J$:h 
--c< 0/v--c'L-J::o ft!v7J>, r;b-?, :tt~[3;:-j>:l7):::_.!::~jliL-'"C!vi7)7J>J .!::7J>o 
? !v, ft0LIC''-z'-9tlo :b7J>-?'"Ct G;Z_ftv'lv-z'Ttlo :t, Mflf:<b 1J :t-9 J:o -t 
hf'i, IR1 El 0-n'~ :0 '? t~ tP.!:: "':) tt n' '? --c :t -tn' G 0 
M{l{, ;b lJ -;t To ft 0 f;J: .J::'';};J,o 
--c, t~s!v t ? :to'? L--'1" '? --c 0 .!:: ,IJ!!,v ':t -tn', 1¥!"Jt)lcl7)1'l/Cf:i'£J. ~ 17) .A.!:: 17) .Ar.,M 
{lf:f'i? -;t < 1t~ -;t L-k7J>? 
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?!v, ?~<1t~~lA:.o ft./vtJ>, ilM'rl'idb~VJft.iJ'-=>k~tht:'t, -'(-O)t~?' 
-O);j'Jl.~ J: VJ l'i-'CO)"jt:JttJ'flbv>'""Ct:.lvt~~t ~'tlo --c:, -'(-O)"jt!£~ v'6!vft., ft.lv 
'""( v' ') O)tJ>ft.o ;;$:~ !:=}\ VJ ~Tv '#11ll7:C t~ 0 f;: lvtc'o 
ft.lvtJ', I T.7r ~it /v, jt'§tO) A VJ /JW::Z -c t G v >t;: v >lv--c'T~t t:'J .7r t:. v 'tt. ~· 
? c't v 'v vffrp~--c:t-11 L, < ~ :Z ~T, 
~~~l~, ~~lv~Ttl~, M¥T~MI::,M¥ffl~W:~~~ft~~~~~~it 
t:. ~ L, t:. G, ~''0) J: ? i:: M"Jt~/lijtf.ls~jt; L, k ~ .~,v '~TiP? 
ft.!viJ', §71~ VU'i~Ttl, M"lttdb-=>'""C, ~~@]0), tt.!v'""Cv>?O)tJ,ft., ~ 
k M¥ l,t;::_O);tl, dbO)I~1H~¥13i:f:: 
~db, -'ChliM¥~ v'? J: VJ !i§0'~M"JtL,f:.~:k~.&:$p';JO)o , , ft.lvtJ>:ii:lf. t_, 
klvt-:!Jt t:', 201llf., 
?!v, -'C?-'C?o ~, §v>t:.v>:::.~li-'CO)~!i31H::~1,]Ut.v'lvf~ltt='tt., ~l'i, 
-'(-O)JlJii:a: ft. L, f;: L, -c, § v 'k v' :::_ Ui:5C't'Eft. !vt~ It~· 2':, v' 6/vft.!@Ut.).J:: T ~ 
/~c'!ift.v >/vt~~t ~'', t :7 /"- 7 --c: t ft.v >/vt~ ~t t:', Yi-;kO), Yi-:k t>? ft. v 'lvt~~t 
~'', ~~i1'3/$:~~it-=> ~7:eHt~t~ L,J:? ~ §vnt:.ll?n'.B!:.tJ'-=>t:.iJ'ft., yj;~ 
ft.~;) -.Yft.lvt~~t t=', :tz:·~l£.0)%1 VJ il'v'O) "P ~, tt.!vtJ,~ft.fr](f::~ L,tJ,~t Ght:. 
VJ ~iJ'~ t--:3<-~:7'c's:hk~v'?-'C'Jv'?~!Mi:iJ'M'iflil'<b-=>kG l,v', 
--c:, ft.lvi:J' 1'3 /$:An'>T$--c:-!l L,v' ~ v' ? ~ ';)- .Yn> db~ i:J' G 2':, ft.lvi:J'T <''f;: Wf 
hft.v'cv'?~CiJ,ft., :::_0)7;) lJ ft_AO)fLtJ'>Wf~ ~ L,f:.G~;f:U:=ft.~O)tJ,ft.~ 
lJ'o 
db-=> t:. J:' db-=> t:.o *~ fC:li_A0)%1 VJ i\'v 'n' ~ 1- -:3(- ~:7''"' n -ct:., ~' :k"lt~ii' 
j-\;O);t-7 ~ ~-t ;vft.i.~:iti¥Jft.7T t/ / ~ t db-=> t:.lvt~~t t='ft., t:;: 7--h t/ ~ 0) 
ill ~li, ft.lvn,'/Jiii/!ii ~ tJ'M'iflil'v 't:. G t_, v' ~t ~·, 
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:) i:oO')'Jln::.M''i L-tco W¥~ttc< 2'1v<!iy::>fclv-c:'T!t!:::~o ff:l§ G""C< tf.2'v'0 
""Co 
ft. !viJ', ~ ;$:0') li :S iJ' 7 .i 1J f,J .t ~ 'R:"E:n' t G:h 'i it !viJ>, :7\-00)1. -c."TiJ' G:% :a: 
{i !t -;J2 G .J:. :) tJ.o 
.:C :) -c:'Ttl.o ?Jz ft. !v -c:'T !t .!:', Wi''¥: G --c v' ·M•91c, 7F'R"'? ,[.,@c :a:~ C:. tc:. U> clb 
~ 'iTiJ'? 
ft.iJ>0fciJ>ft.o ft./vipiJ;-A~::;71Uiclb'i f) ft.Gft.iJ>0fcft.o 'iclb, :;k;i::';k:ff. 
0 f;:O');!J>f/. 0 
'i clb, ,[.,@cf:l: ft. iJ>0 t;: iJ> ft.o ;!04:0') ,[.,l'ic -c t ft.iJ>0 tc 0') iJ> ft. 0 'i clb, ,L,l'icf:l: ft. iJ> 
0 felt !:::'', ;!04:0') ;10 6 G j]tJ>ft.o !t !:::'', .:C :hf:J::,[,,@[\ IC f:l: ft. G ft. f:p 0 tc 0') lJ' ft.o ft. 
!viJ>, ~.Jllljj!:::iJ>Jmlljj:@;;b0f;: Go 'iilb, .:C!vft.lc Ut.iJ'0tc:O, 'iclb, ii!:F.9%1G 
i\ ilbtc Go :_!::: ;b~'iJ>ilb.Q!vtc!t .!:', 15;p Gi"l:l:{bJ f;:J;.!vilb0""Cft.v'!::: ,\!!,:) 
ft ~:::·0 
:')U;!l-0'):_!::: ;b~'-c§:)!:::, IWhat you don't know can't hurt you. J i¥Jft.o 
TA/¥-c:'To iJ;-A:A'T..{j'[;'b/lb'i:o"? < f::,"?JliiJ>0f;: G, ft./viJ>'j--y-1) --c:'+)1 
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Alright, what year are you right now? 
I am a 5th year. 
But you are a senior this year, right? 
I am. 
And how old are you? 
I am 24, just turned 25, had to think for a minute. 
And what is your major? 
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My major is teaching Japanese, focusing on secondary, but I am debating on 
whether I will teach middle school or high school. 
And what is your minor? 
My minor 1s TESOL. Do you know what TESOL is? 
Uhm, teaching English as a second language? 
Somewhat like that, yes. 
And then up until now what Japanese classes have you taken? 
Right now I am taking the last Japanese class; I've taken them all, 
including some of the ones that I took studying abroad. 
And then what made you want to study Japanese? 
Actually it was in high schooL I don't know what actually peaked my 
interest, but I think it was a documentary on TV like National Geographic 
or something that was on Asia. 
And then in the future what do you plan on doing with Japanese? 
Me? Truthfully I want to maybe become an interpreter, but my real dream is 
to become an actress, so may if I can incorporate Japanese and acting that 
would be ideal. 
Perfect. And then where in Japan did you study, how long did you study for 
and who did you go with? 
I went by myself for all of them. The first time I went I went to Hikone at 
JCMU for the summer intensive program which was like 3, 4 months and then 
came back and found out that I was accepted to Tokyo Gakugei and I went 
there for a year which was in the Kokubunj i area. 
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So you went to both through Eastern's program then? 
Yes, I got accepted to two. I did apply to all three, but after I found out 
about the one, I didn' t apply to Kansai Gaidai. 
Wow, so what made you want to go two times then? 
Well, I lacked confidence; I didn't think I was going to be able to get 
into any of them. But because everybody was freakin g how Tokyo Gakugei was 
intensive and how they only accept a small number of people, so my advisor 
said I could apply for more than one and so I ended up getting into two. 
How did you save up that much money? 
Actually it was financial aid and actually To kyo Gakugei had a scholarship 
program for a research student, so I got a stipend of $1, 500 a month, so 
they pay for a good majority of stuff, my air plane ticket, it was all paid 
for. 
Wow, good job. 
It required a lot more work, but it was worth it. 
Before going to Japan what sort of things did you expect? 
What did I expect? That' s hard because I had never been to another country, 
so I expected to be able to communicate better because, well this is going 
to sound silly and I laugh at it now, but because I had finished Genki I. I 
thought that well since I had finished Genki I, I can at least talk to 
people, but that wasn't the case. 
And that was before you went to JCMU then? 
Yeah, that was before I even went to Japan. 
And then having gone to Japan, the things that you expected and the things 
that actually happened, I am guessing they were different. 
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Urn, yeah. It wasn't exactly what I expected, but I noticed things I didn't 
notice before. Like for example, how people socialize. I didn't think about 
it before I went, but when I was there I noticed how people don't really 
communicate with strangers unless you really have a reason to talk to them, 
like if they drop something or something like that. You don't really say, 
"hey I like your scarf" or talk to people on the train or bus. And even 
when I was in America, before I went to Japan, that kind of thing would 
really annoy me because I take the bus all the time, but when I was in 
Japan, I missed it. 
The small talk? 
Yeah, I missed the small talk and I could never envision myself missing 
that. So that was something I hadn't expected. 
Anything else? 
Hm, it wa.s mainly the way people communicated. I found that I had a really 
strong interest in it, because after I went to Japan, my major was just 
Japanese and my minor was theater. And then after I came back from Japan, I 
ended up changing it to teaching Japanese and minoring in TESOL, because I 
really got interested in language after that. 
Alright, perfect. And then if you were to compare, you've already mentioned 
this, friends in America and in Japan, how would you say that those are 
different? Obviously you've said that the communicate differently. 
Yeah, hm. As for relationships. That's pretty hard. Like just how they 
communicate with each other? 
Well, no. Just in general. If you were going to compare Japanese 
friendships and American friendships, obviously going to Japan your 
thoughts on relationships in general is going to change? How did it change? 
To me, it showed me how friendship really is, because it was really my 
first time ever leaving my family. I never, I live 15 minutes away from my 
house from Eastern, so I' ve never lived away from my family before, but it 
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shows me how strong the bond is. Even though I was gone for a year, my 
friends kept in contact, they kept me updated, they even had parties at my 
house, my parents said it was OK, without me. They would Skype me to try 
and include me. It was really cool. I guess it goes back to the way people 
communicate, because they communicate different still even among friends 
between Japanese culture and American culture. I feel like my American 
friends are more honest and more blunt and Japanese are more reserved. 
Indirect? 
Yeah, Indirect and even when they were planning events and things like that 
you learned what they meant when a "yes" meant "no" after a while, 
because they would postpone things later on, instead of just saying no. 
And then having come back to America, do you feel that you changed 
yourself? 
Yeah, I do. I feel that I am more independent , because I had never 
experienced it before, so I never could envision it. Even people at my 
church they couldn' t believe that I was going to another country. Maybe 
another state, but they could never envision my going to another country. 
And it showed me how much I really do love being in other cultures. When I 
was in Japan I made a lot of friends from different countries and I went to 
Indonesia, Hong Kong, and Korea. I didn't make it to China. Oh, and 
Thailand too. Even though I didn't know really anything about Indonesia or 
Thailand, I really did enjoy myself. And I learned so much. 
Well, thankfully you had the opportunity to go there and get out of just 
Japan. And do you think there was anything else that you noticed about 
yourself changing? 
Let's see. I smile a lot. 
Since go1ng there? 
No, I just noticed how much I smile from seeing people posting to me how 
much they miss my smile. I never realized that before. That was completely 
random, but yeah. As for how I changed, I think it's really that I have 
become more independent and that I have realized more of what I want to do 
definitely something that incorporates language and culture. I really want 
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to go to countries like Thailand or even Cambodia, even I don't really know 
the language I think it would be really great. It brought out my 
adventurous side. 
And this is more on the study abroad program itself, do you think there 
should've be anything in place for you before you left for you to 
transition to life in Japan better? 
I guess for like the research program, if they explained more details, 
because it was all in Japanese and we had to do more research projects as 
well and I felt very pressured and nervous, because I couldn't understand a 
good deal of what they were saying because my Japanese skills weren't that 
high. And they spoke hardly any English. I wish they would've incorporated 
better explanations along the way. That would've made me feel more 
comfortable. Other than that, I had no problems paying bills, or getting 
around. They did a little thing about how to travel. 
I really meant Eastern's program itself. 
Oh, I didn't know what program you meant. Yeah, if they could've explained 
that too. Let me think about JCMU. 
Before you answer about JCMU could you tell me what years you went to them? 
It was 2009-2010. The summer of 2009 for JCMU and the fall of 2009 for 
Tokyo Gakugei. 
Perfect. 
As for transitioning, I didn't feel that I was uninformed. The conference 
at MSU was enough for me. It was common things about getting used to the 
language and culture and stuff, but they can't explain everything, so I 
think it was just fine. 
And then you've already started talking about it, but you said they 
could've told you more about the research project. 
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Because there was only like 20 students in the program and it was really 
intense, almost like what you are doing now, writing a paper in Japanese 
and doing research. We did a lot of other events and had to write papers on 
them too, like Sumo events, so I just really felt like pretty pressured, 
because my Japanese level wasn't high enough to complete it, but I finished 
with an A, so I am happy with it. 
And after coming back do you feel that there were things that Eastern 
could've done? 
They could've not forgotten about me. Yeah, because the person who was 
there at the Study abroad office, so they were transitioning, so they kind 
of forgot that I was there. My mom said they she received, she called the 
office to ask about something and they said that they hoped I had a good 
time in Japan and she told them that I was still there. But nothing bad 
happened, so it was perfectly fine. 
So you feel that your relationships went just fine with the people over at 
JCMU and Tokyo Gakugei. 
Yeah, I feel like it went just fine. All the professor and teachers over 
there were very helpful. 
Perfect. And then before studying abroad if you had the 'ability to Skype 
with the teachers over there do you think it would've changed your 
experience? 
Like before I went over? 
Yes. Probably not. It probably would've made me more nervous. 
And then while you were over did you ever feel anxious or worried and if 
so, what caused those things? 
Anxious or worried? Like are we talking about just living in Japan? 
Just in general, if you felt any anxiety or stress or anything. 
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Um, other than pass1ng classes, not really. I was debating about whether I 
should bike to school or take the train and I tried to bike, and it took me 
a little over an hour to get there. 
Were you 1n *R 1l1/-* then? 
Yeah. In the summer I almost passed out, so that was probably the most 
stressful part of it all. I found out that my body couldn't handle the heat 
and humidity, so after that I started taking the train, but it was just 
mainly time. I always felt like if I had one hour or two hours more in a 
day I felt like I could get more done because of the commute. I wasn't used 
to having to commute two hours every day. That was the most stressful 
thing. As for communicating and socializing with people, not s o much. It 
was just, I didn't know how to communicate with strangers my age, Older 
women and what not, they don't mind talking. It was just people my age that 
I wanted to talk to as well, but I found that sort of difficult, because 
it' s not part of the culture. So that was the main thing. 
Alright, Hnd after studying abroad do you feel that your Japanese language 
ability has improved? 
Yes, I feel that it has. I feel like I gained more of how to become more of 
an independent learner, picking up new strategi es. 
And what do you feel improved the most our of reading, writing, listening, 
speaking? 
I feel like my listening has definitely improved the most. As for speaking, 
my friends have told me that it has improved, but I guess I am just judging 
myself maybe. I still feel like I translate too much English still, so I 
don't get as much of the correct cultural expressions in a way. I am 
looking at myself harder than my friends are. 
That' s how we all are. 
Yeah, but to me I feel like listening more than my speak ing has gotten 
better. 
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Alright, and how do you feel that you improved all of those skills? 
So, basically just by being diligent and trying to give myself as much 
exposure as possible. Like right now, I am helping doing a bit of an 
exchange with a Japanese speaker. I help them for an hour with their 
English and they help me with Japanese. It's just getting that constant 
exposure that is critical. They don't go to Eastern, but some of them are 
in the Michigan area. Some of them I Skype and meet with at a co ffee shop. 
It's just being diligent and finding time to study. 
Perfect. And then having come back to EMU, you've already sort of answered 
the question, in what ways are you trying to maintain your Japanese? 
Yeah. 
That' s the main thing then? 
Yeah, that's the main thing that I am doing. It's also hard to do it, but 
finding a teacher that will do an independent study, so I am doing that 
too. It's just trying to keep it up, because if you don't use it, it goes 
away. Kanji, I seriously don't remember all the ones I learned over there. 
It was the first thing that went. 
I am assuming they were just cramm1ng them into your head. I remember one 
Russian girl was doing the research project before and she was doing some 
pretty intense work. 
Yeah, it was just information overload. I would remember it just for that 
instance and then forget it. 
What did you do your research paper on? 
I did mine on television shows, like filif-A, do you know that I am 
talking about? 
Yeah. 
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I did it on those kind of shows and think of th e point I was going for 
them. Basically I was just seeing how people viewed them and why they were 
popular as punishment games. Because to me it showed a different side of 
Japanese culture than what people on the other side of the world thought of 
Japanese. I just wanted to get more of the Japanese view on them. 
And then a follow up to that would be how those shows make it over to the 
US, you know? 
Yeah, actually in 2010 when I was in Japan that was when the show Wipeout 
came out, my mom was telling me just about it when I was doing my project. 
Just like Ninja Warrior and things like that. But no one knows that it 
comes from Japan. 
Is there anything else that you would like to add? 
Not really; I think you hit everything. 
Alright, thank you so much. 
Alright, . When did you graduate? 
2012. 
And how old are you? 
22. 
And what was your major over at Eastern? 
Spanish and a minor in Creative Writing. 
And what was your minor? 
Creative Writing. 
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Oh, that's right. I am sorry. Thank you. And what Japanese classes did 
you take? 
I took Japanese 121, 122, to the 200 level classes and the 300 level 
classes in Japan. 
Alright, and what made you want to study Japanese? 
Uhm, well originally I was a double major of Japanese and Spanish, and I 
don't know. I took judo in junior high, so yeah I had a little bit of a 
base of Japanese. Stupid, erroneous assumption, but whatever. 
Alright, so you would say that judo was kind of your motivation to 
continue learning Japanese then? 
Yeah, Japanese martial arts. 
Ok, and then 1n the future do you plan on doing anything with Japanese? 
I would like to continue my studies in Japanese, but probably not. 
Where in Japan did you study, how long did you study for and from when 
to when did you study? 
I was at Kansai Gaidai University and it was for a full semester and it 
was 2010, it's been a while. 
2010? Ok. And then before going to Japan what kind of things did you 
anticipate whether they be good or bad? 
Uhm, I really didn't know what to expect, because I really didn't know a 
lot about the culture in Japan before I went, and I was going, I lived 
in a dorm-type housing, so I didn't really think I would need to know a 
whole lot for living, I guess. 
Alright, what made you want to live in a dorm instead of a homestay? 
Honestly, I really hate fish and I didn't want my aversion to be an 
inconvenience to my host family. 
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Oh, ok. And then having gone to Japan, the things that you expected, 
hoped for, wished for, were there any differences between the two or 
were they the same? 
I kind of expected to use more Japanese and make more Japanese friends. 
What ended up happening was I made friends from all over the world and 
not necessarily from Japan and our common language was English, because 
you had to be able to use English to study at Kansai Gaidai; however, 
not everyone had the same level of Japanese, so often everyone would 
just switch to English. 
You would just switch to English, alright. So was that kind of a let 
down then? 
Uhm, that was. It kind of was, but that was more so my own fault because 
I could've actively done more to use my Japanese. 
So that would be, you would say.that was the biggest difference having 
lived there that kind of struck you? 
That was the biggest difference in my expectations. 
Alright, and then was there any change your opinions on friendships 1n 
Japan and friendships in America having gone to Japan? 
Well, it was really interesting. I had a lot of friends from South 
America, because obviously Spanish is my major and I speak Spanish, and 
so we would speak Spanish, Japanese and English together and we would 
spend a lot of time together and I noticed we were a lot more tactile 
than I am used to here in the US. So there was a lot more friendly 
touching and hugging and stuff like that. And I kind of had this 
preconception that most Japanese are not very contact friendly, but a 
lot of my Japanese friends were very very contact friendly, giving each 
other hugs and stuff like that. 
Ok. And then having come back to America do you feel that you have 
changed? And if so, in what ways did you change? 
I know how to use the public transportation better. I guess I am more 
culturally aware. I've learned quite a bit about how society is run in 
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Japan and the cultural norms and things. I don't know, for the longest 
time, I would always for some reason take pictures anime style with the 
peace s1gn up. I don't really think I have changed that much I guess. 
I am aware of things now, I know more now. 
Ok, alright. And then pertaining to Eastern' s study abroad program 
itself, do you feel that there should've been things in place before you 
went to study abroad that they could've done for you? 
The only problem I had with the program was when I was applying they 
were going through changes in the department, and so I was working with 
several different people over the course of my study abroad experience 
and it would've had more stability with those people because somehow it 
was missed that I needed to preregister for classes and nobody bothered 
to tell me this in the office. That was my biggest problem. 
And then while you were over there was there anything you wished they 
could've done for you? 
I think instead of having classes, like my Japanese language cla~~e~, 
with other foreign exchange students, I wish there would've been more 
Japanese students in those classes, because I made my friends in class, 
but we were all non-Japanese natives. 
Ok, alright. And then after studying abroad do you feel that the Study 
Abroad program at Eastern should've done something for you? 
I mean, I really didn't need are-immersion back into American culture 
or anything. My problems don't lie with the programs to and from; my 
problems lie with the Study Abroad Department at Eastern. 
Oh, ok. Meaning what? 
Basically getting my classes transferred and having financial problems. 
Well, that's a problem in itself. It's not necessarily just pertaining 
to you getting there and you getting back. It pertains to the program 
itself and what they should've done for you, so it does have relevance. 
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Well, with my classes I just had they didn't transfer well or actually 
at all and that is part of the reason why I dropped Japanese as a major 
and I just didn't know what to take, what I was supposed to take, what I 
should be doing with my classes and what I should be taking so I could 
get relevant credit when I came back. 
Ok, alright. And then over at Kansai Gaidai you were able to get along 
with the people that ran the program? 
Urn, it was kind of interesting. The people were nice, because I actually 
tested into a lower classes level than I should've been in. And when I 
went to go in to talk to them about it, they basically told me I 
couldn't really switch to what I was supposed to. But I guess in Japan 
you go to ask for permisson and they tell you no you say thank you and 
do it anyways. So I ended up switching classes anyways. They told me I 
basically didn't know Japanese well enough to move up even though I I 
had already completed the class that I was tested into and instead of, 
they were nice though and just told me I didn't know enough Japanese and 
I said ok and switched anyways. 
Alright, WP.ll T guess it worked out in the end. And then before 
studying abroad do you feel if you had the ability to converse with the 
teachers over at Gaidai on skype or something like that, would it have 
changed your experience over there and if so in what ways? 
I am not sure. The teaching style at Kansai Gaidai is very similar to 
the teaching style here at Eastern because most of out professors, 
actually a lot of our professors come from Kansai and use, well at the 
time used the same Japanese textbook, so the classes in Japan were 
almost the exact same thing that I was used to at Eastern. 
So you really don't think you would've needed some way to communicate 
with them before you went over? You felt that you were totally 
prepared? 
I was prepared, but that was just because of the way our program at 
Eastern is set up. 
And then while you were studying abroad did you ever feel anxious or 
worried and if so what caused those feelings? 
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Actually early on in my program I was anxious because I didn't have 
access to my account for buying food. I didn't have access to that 
until October and just had the cash that I brought over and a lot of 
that had to go to dues and fees the day I arrived at Kansai. And so I 
didn't have a lot of money and no access to the money which should've 
been there for my meal plan. 
Was that like the stipend that they give you over at Gaidai? 
Yes. 
Ok, alright and did that have to do with the study abroad program not 
doing something 1n order for you to get it on time? 
It usually doesn't come in until the second of August. It was just 
really weird because you have to set up a bank account with them and it 
would have been nice if they could've made accounts prior to our going 
to Japan. 
And then after studying abroad do you feel that your Japanese language 
ability has improved and if so what of the four categories (reading, 
writing, speaking, listening) improved in your opinion? 
My Japanese did improve a little bit, not as much as I hoped. The most 
would be my spoken Japanese, listening would be my second, and I still 
can't read Japanese to save my life. 
And how do you feel that you improved those skills? 
Well, the grammar classes obviously helped, the staging classes and that 
was helping because the writing and reading classes and oral classes 
were separate so I could focus on just the writing part and the other 
classes the spoken part. And then outside of class, though I didn't use 
as much Japanese as I should have, I used it with some of my friends, 
with other students. Though I did find that when I would use Japanese 
in stores, they would use English back at me. 
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I remember that happening to me more than once. And then after coming 
back to EMU in what ways did you maintain your Japanese and then now as 
well? 
Well, I really have tried to maintain my Japanese being that I dropped 
it as a major, but I still try and speak Japanese, like with trying to 
keep contact with my Japanese friends on Facebook and a lot of the times 
I will just translate things in Japanese while I am randomly talking. I 
should·be doing more to try and preserve my Japanese, but it's just 
difficult because no one around here speak Japanese. 
And you're back home for more school or you've moved to a different 
area? 
I am currently living with my parents to look for a Bachelor-level job. 
And I am guessing that will be international too because of the Spanish 
major? 
Possibly. 
Alright, and then if there's anything else that you'd like to add? 
I think that's about it. 
Alright, thank you very much. 
What year are you currently? 
Technically a senior, but this 1s the end of my 5'h year. 
Alright, and how old are you? 
I am 23. 
And your major? 
Japanese and Linguistics. 
193 
Alright, and do you have a minor then? 
Yeah, I minored in General Business. No cohesion at all, but yeah. 
You did complete it though, so you will graduate with it. And what 
Japanese classes have you taken up until now? 
I feel like I have taken all of them, goodness. 
You didn't skip any? 
No, not that I am aware of. 
Alright, and then what made you want to study Japanese? 
Urn, when I first got into college I didn't know what I wanted to do. I 
knew I liked Japanese from listening to the music and I thought that I 
would take as so1nething fun to do as I had learned a bit of the language 
already anyway. I ended up really liking it and since I didn't know 
what I wanted to do I decided to pursue that. 
So then, you said that you liked it because of the music, so you had 
been listening to it before college. So what got you into that music? 
My brother was really into watching anime, so I would watch it with him 
and they always had those fun little songs with them. 
Oh, the theme songs. 
BoA got me into it, go figure. 
And then in the future, if any, 1s there anything that you would want to 
do with Japanese? 
I don't know about Japanese specifically, but I know I want to go to 
grad school for speech pathology. And I guess instead of working in 
speech rehabilitation, I would try and work with speakers who are trying 
to get rid of accents. 
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Hence you studying Linguistics, what field of linguistics are you 
thinking of going into? I know right now you are probably going over 
all of the fields. 
It's really broad, yeah. I haven't decided that. I know I don't want 
to do research. 
Alright, and then where in Japan did you study, how long did you study 
for and from when to when did you study? 
I studied at Kansai Gaidai in Hirakata. I was there, I went there two 
years ago. The end of, fall of 2010, just four months. 
Oh, so before the earthquake then. 
Yeah. The semester before it. 
And when you went did you go with a specific group of people? 
Yeah, I knew a lot of people, 3.06 
And then before going to Japan, did you have any expectations or 
anything? 
Not really anything specific, I expected to feel really out of place and 
I expected the food to be different, but not anything really beyond 
that. 
And then having gone there, the things you expected and the things that 
actually happened, was there a difference between them, like did ever 
find yourself really shocked, whether it 'be good or bad? 
Not really, no. I guess, everybody emphasizes how polite people are 
while you're there, but I didn't notice them being overly polite, which 
is what I had been expecting, so other than that not really. I didn't 
really go with a lot of expectations. 
Well, that is sometimes better, because then you let yourself down if 
you go with expectations. And then comparing Japanese and American 
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friends, was there a change in the way that you think about friendships 
having gone to Japan? 
Urn, Not really a change per say, but I definitely work better on my 
communication, since I found my Japanese friends; I have to work harder 
to get a point across or I just to have any kind of discussion since my 
Japanese is not very good and sometimes their English wasn't the best, 
so .... 
Alright, to be honest I didn't catch much of that, but he caught it for 
you, so let's move on. Alright, having come back to America do you feel 
that you yourself have changed and if so, please in detail. 
I do notice a change in myself since before, I don't know if it is 
positive. Like I found that when I got back I got really depressed, I 
just didn't want to be here at all. Everything, I couldn't listen to 
the music I listened to in Japan anymore, I couldn't have discussions 
with the friends I made over there because I missed them so much, so I 
don't know. And it hasn't really gone away even though it has been two 
years, so it's made being here and finishing the program really 
difficult, like I haven't done my study abroad paper yet, and it's been 
two years. I can't graduate until I do it and like I don't want to do 
because I don't want to think back on it, so there's that. 
Hm ... alright. Is there anything else that you would like to say about 
how you have changed? 
I've become a little bit more outgoing than before. Before I was super 
shy and I wasn't good at making friends from different backgrounds, but 
going over there and being around people from all over the place, not 
just America or from Japan, they were from everywhere, so there's that. 
Alright, and this is more technical, I would say. Talking about EMU' s 
study abroad program, do you feel that there should've been things in 
place before you went to Kansai Gaidai to prepare you for going? 
I was pretty ok with it; they do give you the little intra section that 
you have to go to, going over all the papers that you are going to need; 
I felt that that was adequate. I mean, I feel like I needed a 
debriefing afterward telling me that I was going to get super depressed, 
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but you can't do anything about it. But nothing as far as being 
prepared to go there. 
Alright, and while you were there do you feel like there was anything 
that you needed? 
Yeah, I was fine. 
Ok, and this is a before-middle-and-after kind of question set, so after 
you said that you wish there would've been some kind of a debriefing? 
Yeah, I guess that is probably why they have you do the study abroad 
paper. 
To have you just ball up all those emotions, put it on paper and ship it 
out, kind of. 
Maybe that is supposed to be your closure. 
Like a little love letter to break up with it. 
Alright, ok and do you feel that your relationships with the people over 
at Gaidai went well, the people that ran the program? 
Mhm, I loved my professors; they were awesome, so there were never any 
issues there. I enjoyed my host family too. 
Oh, you stayed with a host family. 
No, no. My seminar house mom and dad. 
Alright, and before going to Kansai Gaidai do you feel that if you had 
the ability to talk on Skype with you teachers and what not that it 
would've changed your experience there? Would you have wanted to do 
that or do you feel that it wouldn't have been a big deal? 
Do you mean talk with the teachers here? 
Talk with the teachers over at Gaidai on Skype while you're still here 
before you went. 
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Urn, I don't know if I would be able to do it; I get really nervous when 
talking to professors, but I think it would be an interesting option for 
people who would want to do that. 
Alright, and while you were studying abroad did you ever feel anxious or 
worried and if so, what caused those emotions? 
I know there was a period there where I didn't want to go out or do 
anything. I don't really know what caused it, but I know right after 
that I got really sick, which didn't help anything, so I don't know 
about that. It might've just been like leading up to me getting sick, I 
don't know. 
Just stress building up on itself probably. 
Yeah. 
And that that was probably the worst time while you were over there? 
That was it? 
Yes. 
Ok, and then after studying abroad do you feel that your Japanese 
language ability has improved? 
I am definitely better at comprehension. My speaking 1s still utter 
crap, but my comprehension went up for sure. 
So you're saying listening and reading went up for sure? 
Yes. 
And then writing and speaking not so much? 
Yes. 
I am better at taking it in than putting it out. 
How did you improve those skills? 
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I think I benefited a lot from the speaking partner program. When you 
went over there you got asked if you would like a speaking partner and 
so I had one over there, she was awesome. 
Ok. 
And then when we were in the classes if it was one of the Japanese 
classes the professors never spoke any English at all, so you just sort 
of had to get used to it. Plus interacting everyday with people at 
restaurants and places like that. 
I noticed now that I went into the seminar class. They were speaking 
English .... this is 400 level and they are still speaking English; what 
is go1ng on here? 
Urn, I am not sure. I took the class with Tanno-sensei, last year, yes, 
last winter that it was offered and he never spoke English, unless it 
was clear that we were not getting it, he never did. 
That' s good. 
But I feel that with Oketani-sensei, she is much more lax and she is 
kind of coming down to our level. 
Final question, having come back to EMU 1n what ways are you trying to 
maintain your Japanese? 
Nothing, to be perfectly honest. No, I was off and didn't take any 
classes last semester because I was waiting to take the seminar class 
again; I had gotten a C- when I needed a C+, so right now it is just the 
class, studying for that and yeah. 
Does that mean that you are sort of burnt out with the language? 
I am very burnt out. 
I don't want to ask that if it is a touchy subject, but I mean if you 
are ... 
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I am burnt out, I mean, I still like it, I love it, but I have trouble 
finding the motivation for it. It's hard to keep up with it when you 
can't really see a reason to. 
Alright, is there anything else that you would like to add? 
No. 
Alright, thank you very much. 
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